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The newly elected National Executive Committee are from left to right: Lgrs:
Basil Dukas (Regional Chairperson Eastern Cape), Johan Johnson (Treasurer),
Rick Andrìes (Welfare & Relief), Debra de Billot (Communications & Liaison),
Deon Bester (Regional Chairperson Free State), Riana Venter van Zyl
(National Secretary), Shaun Booth (National Vice President), Ray Nesset
(Cape Town Chairperson), Steve Leahy (Regional Chairperson Kwazulu-Natal),
Brian Smith (National President). Absent: Peter Smit (Ceremonial & Conduct),
Arthur Khoza (Regional Chairperson Gauteng), Cameron Kinnear (Regional
Chairperson United Kingdom and Europe), Chris Marnitz (Kimberley
Chairperson) and George Garlick (Strand Chairperson). Vacant: Fundraising.
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87TH CONGRESS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
Given that the RCEL decided that its centenary conference should be held in the same venue where it
was established 100 years ago, in Cape Town from 25 February to 4 March 2021, the Legion decided
at its 86th Congress in 2018 to delay the Congress that should have taken place in 2020 to after the
RCEL centenary conference. It was agreed that the 87th Congress of the Legion should also take place
in Cape Town. It was decided to hold the Congress over the period 20 – 22 March 2021. Lgr Godfrey
Giles was appointed as the coordinator for the RCEL centenary conference.
Planning for the Legion’s 87th Congress started in all earnestly early in 2019. Items such as “goody
bags” for every attendee of the RCEL conference as well as a centenary medallion to commemorate
the centenary of the RCEL. The venue would be the Cape Town City Hall, the original venue in 1921.
Planning for both events continued and numerous options of what should be in the “goody bag” and
one of the items was small bottles of South African wines. At the time no one foresaw that the Covid
19 pandemic would soon cause havoc across the World. In South Africa, it came at the end of March
2020.
As the Pandemic impacted heavily on cross border travel resulting in that the RCEL decided to
postpone its centenary conference from February/March to September and then to take place in The
United Kingdom. The RCEL later decided to postpone its conference to early 2022. The NEC decided
that it should go ahead with its 87th Congress and commemorate its centenary. The venue would
remain Cape Town and it was decided to hold it over the period 15 to 17 October 2021. The venue
would be the Castle of Good Hope. Once again planning commenced and the NOB held a final planning
meeting to confirm that all is in place in Cape Town on Saturday 21 August.
Unfortunately, the initial idea to have 100 delegates attending the 87th Congress did not materialise.
Congress started with the final meeting of the NEC on Friday 15 October at the Rosedale Complex
which was followed by a welcome function hosted by the Cape Town Branch at the Rosedale Complex.
Fellow Legionnaires got to know members from other branches and many a new friendship was
established while old friendships were renewed. Thanks to the Cape Town Branch each delegate
received a “goody bag” with some very interesting items. Some of the items in the “goody bag” was
donated by the City of Cape Town. Various memorabilia was on sale at the function.
The 87th Congress took place in the Centre for Memory, Healing and Learning at the Castle of Good
Hope on Saturday 16 October 2021. It commenced with the registration of delegates which was
followed by the Opening Ritual and the signing of the South African Legion Anthem. The words of the
Anthem was discovered at NHQ in 2020. It did not have a music score so Lgr Brian Klopper got a music
student to write a new music score. This was followed by the opening prayer by Lgr Charles Ross.
Congress was officially opened by Alderman Ian Neilson, Deputy Mayor of the City of Cape Town. See
his address later in this edition.
After tea Congress was in sitting and commenced with the reading of all the messages and greetings
received. See these later in this edition. A short video in which General The Lord Richards of
Herstmonceux GCB CBE DSO DL, Grand President of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-services League
(RCEL) was shown. The Obituaries since the 86th Congress was read where after Roll Call and apologies
3

Scenes from the 87th Congress.
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were recorded. After this, the National President, Legionnaire Brain Klopper, declared Congress
constituted and Legionnaire Ray Nesset was appointed as the timekeeper.
On the completion of the formalities, the Record of Proceedings of the 86th Congress was approved.
As no matters were arising from these proceedings the Financial Reports of 2018/2019 and 2019/2020
were approved. This was followed by the discussion and approval of the reports of the National
President, National Vice President, National Treasurer, National Secretary, National Ceremonial and
Discipline and Communication. The regional reports, Eastern Cape, Free State, Gauteng (no regional
report were received so the branch reports of Brakpan, Central Witwatersrand and Pretoria Branches),
Kwazulu-Natal and the United Kingdom and Europe were discussed and approved. The reports of the
branches not linked to a region, Cape Town and Kimberley were discussed and approved.
The sub-committee appointed to review the 2018 Constitution and By-laws presented a report on the
amended Constitution and By-laws, Draft 3, which was circulated to attendees. After a lengthy
discussion the amended Constitution and By-laws, Draft 3, was approved with the provision that the
newly elected NEC should appoint a Standing Committee: Constitution that would continuously
monitor the Constitution and the By-laws of the Legion.
As no motions were received Congress proceeded with the election of the National Office Bearers
through secret ballot. The following new officials were elected:


National President. Lgr Brian Smith.



National Vice-President. Lgr Shaun Booth.



National Treasurer. Lgr Johan Johnson.



National Communication and Liaison. Lgr Debra De Billot.



National Ceremonial and Conduct. Lgr Peter Smit.



National Relief and Welfare. Lgr Rick Andrìes.



National Fundraising. Vacant.

After lunch, Congress continued with a question and answer session which focussed on the
relationship between local branches and military units. The honour of Honorary Past President for
Life was conferred on the outgoing National President, Lgr Brian Klopper. The venue and host for the
88th Congress were confirmed. It will take place during October 2023 in Port Elizabeth, hosted by the
Port Elizabeth Branch with North Coast Branch as the alternative host. The votes of thanks by the
National Secretary and the newly elected National President was followed by the closing ceremony
and the National Anthem. This was the end of the 87th Congress and attendees returned to their
various accommodations.
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Saturday evening attendees attended the South African Legion National Congress Formal Function at
the Castle of Good Hope. The outgoing National President delivered his farewell speech. During the
event the newly elected members of the NOB (see list above) were inaugurated while the following
members received awards:


Outstanding Devotion Service Award. Lgr R. A. Andrìes, Lgr C. H. Ross and Lgr D. Francis
(Posthumous).



Distinguished Service Award. Lgr P. J. M. Smit, Lgr D. Holmes, Lgr P. Napier, Lgr I. Kinnear
Campbell, Lgr G. L. Booth and Lgr S. W. Booth



Meritorious Service Award. Lgr P. K. Acutt, Lgr M. S. Smal and Lgr J. Johnson



Meritorious and Loyalty Award. Lgr J. C. Esterhuizen, Lgr J. P. T. Kruger, Lgr L. Janse van
Rensburg and Lgr EW Forbes



Certificate of Appreciation. Lgr J. P. T. Kruger and Lgr T. Milne.

On Sunday 17 October a Thanksgiving Service and Wreath Laying Ceremony took place at Rosedale
which was followed by the Sunset and Retreat - Official closure of the 87th National Congress. Due to
the rain, the service had to be moved to the dining hall of Rosedale where Chaplain (Rev) (South
African Navy Retired) R. Thornley conducted the service. The scripture reading came from Psalm 124
and Matthew 25:31- 40.
After the church service, the rain gave way to bright sunshine and all attendees moved outside for the
Call to Remembrance and Wreath-laying Ceremony. After the Last Post, Two Minutes Silence, Reveille
and the Lament wreaths were laid by the outgoing National President, Lgr Brian Klopper, Newly
elected National President, Lgr Brian Smith, and a long-standing legionnaire (since 1967) Ian Campbell
(aged 95) who served not only in WW11 but also the Border War (“rather unique ”). He was also, inter
alia, instrumental in the establishment of Rosedale. He was accompanied by the Chairperson of the
Cape Town Branch, Lgr Ray Nesset. After the National Anthem, the Retreat Ceremony and the closing
of the Congress took place. All present enjoyed refreshments provided by the Rosedale staff.
The outgoing members of the NEC/NOB then handed over their portfolio’s to the newly elected
members. This was followed by the first meeting of the newly elected NEC/NOB. During this meeting,
it was decided to compile the responsibilities of the Fundraising portfolio and then to seek a suitable
candidate.
All those that required transport to the Cape Town International Airport were taken to the airport
after lunch and so ended another very successful Congress. Thanks to Lgr Shaun Booth who was
overall responsible for arrangements, Lgr Riana Venter Van Zyl and the staff of the NHQ for all their
arrangements.
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Some of the delegates that attended the 87th Congress.
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SPEECH BY ALDERMAN IAN NEILSON, EXECUTIVE DEPUTY MAYOR, CITY OF CAPE TOWN
SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION CENTENARY CONGRESS, CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE’S CENTRE FOR MEMORY,
HEALING AND LEARNING
16 October 2021
Legionnaire Brian Klopper, National President,
Legionnaire Jurie van der Merwe, Past National President for Life,
National Office Bearers, and
The National Executive of the SA Legion,
Delegates
Good morning, and welcome to Cape Town to you all.
It is an honour and a privilege to welcome delegates from across the country to this very special
occasion.
This year marks a significant milestone in the history of the South African Legion, and indeed the City
of Cape Town.
It was here, at our very own City Hall, that the inaugural meeting to establish what was then known
as the British Empire Service League was held on 21 February 1921.
Much has changed over the past 100 years – not to mention how much has changed over just the past
two years – and while the Legion has evolved with the times, it continues to embody its core values.
Some of these values may seem old fashioned: love of country, loyalty, honour, sacrifice, duty.
But these values form the bedrock of our society and underpin the evolution over the past half-century
of the struggle for greater human rights and dignity, for equality and for redress.
However, we have also seen a rising tide in opposition to these values and must continue to be vigilant
to ensure that it does not undermine our hard-won victories.
While we may no longer be called upon to take up arms in defence of the values we hold dear, we
must continue to hold the line, with firmness where needed, and with clear heads and kind hearts
always.
We also need to acknowledge that although we may espouse certain values, there are still many of
our fellow citizens, not only here in South Africa but globally, who do not enjoy the rights to dignity,
freedom and equal opportunity. This may be because of intolerant and repressive governments, or
simply because not enough is being done to address poverty and inequality, even in the most
progressive of countries.
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The pandemic has placed a significant strain on our society, particularly on the vulnerable. Now, more
than ever, we need to look at our priorities, determine what is essential, and what more we can do to
assist those who are struggling.
At local government level, we are faced daily with the task of finding a semblance of balance between
competing needs and limited resources.
We rely on partners within civil society, business, faith groupings and other institutions to work with
us towards a society where the basic needs of all can be met.
The Legion has always exemplified this active citizenship, taking care of its own and providing support
to those who have sacrificed so much for their country.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge your service to our city and country. I am aware
of the Legion’s activities in this city at Rosedale, but I am sure that there is much more that those of
us outside the organisation do not see. Assisting veterans is not always an easy task. Relationships
can be difficult and much wisdom is required.
It is important that we remember the sacrifices of those who came before us; that we honour their
memory; and reflect on how we, too, can be of service.
As we reflect on what it means to serve, to sacrifice, and to build a better society for all our citizens,
we can look back on what has been accomplished, and consider how we can build on that to face the
uncertainties and challenges of the future.
As we face new threats, in the form of climate change, pandemics, and a concerning trend towards
polarisation that is seeing divisions between us grow, can we again draw together to correct our
course, and defuse these threats?
We may never again experience war on the scale of those we saw in the first half of the previous
century, but there are still battles to fight; battles that we have yet to win. And this time, our strongest
weapons may well lie within our hearts, and not in our hands.
Here in 2021, matters are a world away from 1921 or even 1971. We have had the benefit now in
South Africa of a generation without war or major struggle, of being able to operate within a
constitutional state. It means that those under 40 have little real sense of what such struggle entails
and what impact it has on those who are directly involved. The outcomes of such struggles lead to a
change in the political landscape and new generations no longer feel the impacts of previous issues.
World War 1 resulted in the disbandment of empires that had fought each other to standstill. We can
no longer grasp what it was to be a member of an empire, both good and bad.
World War 2 removed an evil regime in Europe and although we can understand it intellectually, we
never faced the threat that our parents perceived.
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Now a new generation has little sense of the struggle in our country and on our borders. They simply
live in the new political reality that emerged and seek to cope within it.
But we need to draw inspiration from our history and the legacy of those who came before us.
Here in Cape Town, we have made a strong effort over the past decade to keep remembrance alive.
Our main effort is the Remembrance Day Parade around 11 November. Before Covid shut down last
year’s parade, we have had growing attendance at these parades, and we hope we can resuscitate it
again this year. It has been wonderful to see the commitment and the meaningful participation of
large numbers.
Our veteran organisations also hold remembrance parades for specific battles – from the first World
War, the battles of Delville Wood in Europe and Square Hill in Palestine, and the sinking of SS Mendi.
The Battle of El-Alamein is also remembered.
The South African Legion was formed to support and promote the welfare of its members and their
families. In this, you are an example to us all. Imagine what we could accomplish if this spirit of service
was extended to all who share this world with us.
May you continue to answer the call of duty and keep your proud traditions alive as you mark the end
of one century of service, and embark on the next.
I thank you very much.
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GOOD WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS RECEIVED.
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN INFANTRY ASSOCIATION
Infanteers have been sacrificing themselves on so many battlefields during the past wars that it would
be unthinkable not to extend the sincerest felicitations to all our friends in the Legion for the
wonderful work they have been doing to promote the image of the veteran soldier and also to support
those veterans in need.
Best wishes for a most successful Congress and may we carry the flag of the veteran together for many
more years to come.
National Executive Council and Branch Managements of
THE SOUTH AFRICAN INFANTRY ASSOCIATION
SA ARMOUR ASSOCIATION
Dear Office Bearers, members and interested parties of the South African Legion,
Please allow the South African Armour Association to congratulate the South African Legion on the
Centenary Celebration of your splendid organisation and the exemplary work that you have done
during this century in the interest of all our military veterans.
The example you set in terms of care for our veterans, and the commemoration of our fallen inspired
many of our related veteran's organisations and paved the way for better care and more appropriate
commemoration services throughout our country.
The way in which the SA Legion has achieved its objectives, as the oldest veterans organisation in our
country, and "fostered the spirit of self-sacrifice, comradeship and co-operation, successfully inspired
members of the armed forces to work together in the common interest of our country”.

“Not for ourselves, but for others…."
Thank you for your sterling work and please accept our best wishes and support for the future.
Yours in Armour.
THE SA ARMOUR ASSOCIATION
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KING WILLIAMSTOWN BRANCH
Good day, Riana and Enrique
Thank you for forwarding this e-mail to me, Riana and both of you for the telephone call yesterday.
Although I cannot determine, from what you sent me, the date in October for the Congress, I,
regrettably, have to advise that there will be no delegates from the King William’s Town Branch
attending the Congress. We do, however, send our very best wishes for a memorable Congress to the
organisers and attendees.
I can also not determine, from what you sent me if a report of any sort is expected from the branch.
If it is, please let me know what report is requested so that it may be sent for inclusion in the delegates’
packs.
Yours sincerely
Brian von der Decken
Chairperson: KWT Branch

NORTH COAST BRANCH
Good afternoon Ldgr Riana,
Please place on record my apology for not being able to attend the National conference this week in
Cape Town.
On behalf of the North Coast branch, we wish all delegates well in their deliberations.
May all travel safely.
Yours in the bonds of the order,
Ldgr Jan van de Wall.
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Centenary Tie.

Legion Blazer Badge.

Centenary Pen.
Some of the memorabilia that were
on sale at the function at Rosedale
on Friday 15 October 2021.

Centenary Challenge Coin.

19

FAREWELL SPEECH BY THE OUTGOING NATIONAL PRESIDENT LGR BRIAN KLOPPER
Alderman Nielsen, Legionnaires, good evening. This, our
Centenary Congress, provides us with an opportunity to
reaffirm and re-dedicate the oldest military veteran
association in the Republic of South Africa. The Branch
newsletters from various regions in South Africa and our
further-flung branches in the UK and Europe, bear ample
testimony to a Veterans Association that is alive, well and
highly active. We continue to fulfil a mandate that exhorts
us to work “not for Ourselves but for Others”. My sincere
thanks go all the Branch Chairpersons, Regional
Chairpersons and the National Office Bearers who work so
tirelessly to ensure that we dedicate ourselves to this
guiding principle. In this Centenary year, we can reflect
upon what we have done well, remember those who have
answered the call to higher service and commit ourselves
anew to serving our core purpose. We have done all in our
power to fulfil our mission of assistance to needy veterans and pay homage to our fallen comrades
through “virtual” parades and memorial services.
On paper, therefore, we are “all right”. Actually, we are not all right. Permit me to acquaint you with
some numbers. The Returned Services Association of New Zealand has 102.000 members. The
Returned and Services League of Australia has 170.000 members. The RBL has 235.000 members. The
Royal Canadian Legion has no fewer than 270.000 members. As things stand at present, the South
African Legion has a national membership of just over 1,400. This just doesn’t bear comparison with
our fraternal associations in Britain and the 3 Dominions. It didn’t take me over long to discover why
these kindred associations are doing so much better than we are in the recruitment of members.
ANYONE can join the RSA, RSL, RBL and RCL. They are treated as full members of these organisations
and have the right to wear association regalia.
In the South African Legion, this is not the case. Most Legionnaires feel very strongly about the Legion’s
status as a VA and they barely tolerate Associate Members. They are also quite adamant that Associate
Members should not wear Legion regalia. I must confess to having held these views but it is now
patently clear to me that the time for a sea change is upon us. If we continue to eschew inclusivity,
we are consigning the Legion to a slow death. It’s simply no good to commit ourselves to recruiting
those who performed National Service between 1966 and 1994; the so-called “400.000”. It’s worth
noting that a good many of these people will have emigrated over the past 25 years anyway. So, let
us throw open the doors now. I’m reminded of what Josef Stalin said at the 10th Communist Party
Congress of the Soviet Union before announcing his programme of rapid industrialisation. “We are
fifty to one hundred years behind the capitalist states of the West. We must make good this gap in
ten years; either we do it, or they crush us.” I say that our glass is not even half full. We must set about
filling it straight away, or the water in it will evaporate altogether.
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To achieve a significant increase in our membership, we must become more inclusive, more
demographically representative, and more relevant. In short, we must render ourselves more
attractive to the broader church of South Africa. We need to attract more Black, Coloured and Asian
South Africans and we simply must involve more women.
You will note that I don’t refer to “transformation” because this word implies that everything that has
gone before and everything that holds good at present, is in some way questionable, suspect, or
undesirable and should be consigned to the dustbin of history. That is simply not the case where the
South African Legion is concerned. If that were the case, we wouldn’t be here this evening and we
certainly wouldn’t be endorsed by the RCEL. Social engineering is not the way forward. Organic
inclusivity points the way forward. There are several means towards achieving this end.
Firstly, it really is vital that we establish and maintain a good quality website as soon as possible. Lgr.
Cameron Kinnear (Regional Chairman: UK & Europe) has rendered valuable assistance to this end. The
UK SA Legion website is an impressive one and attracts much attention worldwide. Establishing a clear
digital footprint will enhance our corporate image, provide valuable publicity and ought to enhance
our membership prospects. At our last NOB meeting in Cape Town, we decided to engage the services
of a well-known, reputable company, which specialises in website design. We made this choice
because of the very competitive price on offer.
We must also prioritise meaningful assistance to our Black African branches as a matter of urgency.
At NHQ, we often have to deal with problems that these branches experience for a variety of reasons.
These include:
 Minutes of Executive Committee meetings not suitably recorded and forwarded to NHQ,
 Branch financials not properly administered and audited,
 Nominal rolls not correctly compiled,
 Capitation fees for Branch members not realised in full.
These are ongoing challenges and raise obvious questions around the issue of compliance. The fact is
that these Branches are not deliberately flouting convention or compliance. It’s not that they don’t
want to comply; they often don’t have the infrastructure or the financial resources to comply. NHQ
therefore decided to hold a workshop for our Black Branches, with a view to assisting them creatively.
The whole idea was to listen and participate, rather than lecture and dictate best practice. It’s a case
of finding out how we can help these branches to better help themselves. We do know that many
members of these branches live on or below the poverty datum line, which exacerbates the difficulties
faced by the dedicated and enthusiastic Branch Executive Committees that administer them. Simply
throwing money (which in any case, we don’t have in abundance) at these branches would not solve
their problems. Quite apart from anything else, it would be condescending and I would opine, racist.
As the old Chinese adage has it, “If you give a hungry man a fish to eat today, he will be hungry again
tomorrow. If you teach him to catch fish, he will never be hungry again.” Unfortunately, the Covid-19
pandemic has put the kibosh on this project for the last 2 years but we should forge ahead with it as
soon as normalcy of some kind makes it possible to do so.
Finally, I would like to thank you all for affording me the honour of leading the SA Legion for the past
3 years. It has been a privilege to work alongside the dedicated Branch and Regional Chairpersons who
21

remain so committed to our cause. You have made my task easy in the overall sense and I know that
my successor will be able to avail himself of your wholehearted support and unstinting dedication to
serving the core purpose of this, the oldest and I would argue, most venerable of South African
Veterans Organisations. In final retrospection and with an eye on the horizon, I say “Hats off to the
past and jackets off to the future.”
Lgr. Brian Klopper.
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REGIONAL NEWS.
The Kwazulu-Natal Region of the South African Legion held its Annual Congress over the period 27 to
29 August. This year the congress was hosted by the North Coast Branch.
At the Congress Lgr's Steve Leahy (Chairman), Rick Andries (Vice-Chairman), Peter Smit (Treasurer),
Lana Skipworth-Mitchell (Secretary) and Johann Kruger (Communication) was selected as the new
committee for the region.

BRANCH NEWS
BENONI
The Benoni Branch held its Annual General Meeting on Saturday 30 October 2021 which was attended
by 42 of their 61 Members. Also in attendance were the National President, Lgr Brian Smith, National
Secretary, Lgr Riana Van Zyl Venter and Lgr André Le Grange (jnr), Chairperson of the Pretoria Branch.
The following branch officials were elected:


Chairperson: Lgr Stuart Drennan.



Vice Chairperson: Lgr John Lindque.



Secretary/Treasurer: Lgr Jenny Greeff.



Welfare: Lgr Martin Blake.



Ceremonial: Lgr Jimmy Ross

CAPE TOWN
Visit to Valkenberg. Peter Napier (exco welfare) and Lucille met Bonnie (she says to keep it simple),
the Welcome Club co-ordinator at Valkenberg (tertiary psychiatric) Hospital under which our veterans
fall for the first time recently and we look forward immensely to expanding our interaction with this
very needy group of veterans.
Visit to the Salvation Army. On Friday 08 October members of the branch visited the Salvation Army,
one of the Legion’s beneficiaries. Where, Desmond Barnard acknowledged the Legion’s largesse which
Glenn Bock, Lucille and John Dorrington handed over. Always remembering the Legion’s mantra, ‘Not
for ourselves, but for others’, Lucille Byrnes and Glenn Bock from the Cape Town branch make their
monthly visit to the 20-odd veterans who benefit from the gift parcels.
Visit to Robertson House. Peter Napier, welfare on Cape Town branch’s exco, accompanies Rosedale
resident Lynne Hele on a visit to her legionnaire son, Ian, at Robertson House. Robertson House
provides accommodation for persons with physical disabilities (spinal cord injuries).
23

Photos of the Kwazulu-Natal Region
Annual General Meeting.
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Members of the Cape Town
Branch preparing for the visit to
Valkenberg.

Visit to Robertson House by members of the
Cape Town Branch.

Members from the Cape Town
Branch handing over a parcel during
the visit to the Salvation Army.
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KIMBERLEY
Monthly meetings have not yet resumed due to Covid-19 safety protocols. The administration
continues to be done remotely. There is very little activity at the Branch. The Secretary is available via
email.
PORT ELIZABETH
Born on the 31st August 1921, according to its Charter in the name of the BESL-Port Elizabeth Branch.
The Branch celebrated its centenary on Sunday, the 30th August 2021 at a function at the Maritime
Club, Port Elizabeth. Some 40 Legionnaires, invited guests and visitors including our Branch Padre,
Canon Rev Mark Barth of St Paul's Church, attended the function. The Chairman started the
proceedings by welcoming all present as well as the three octogenarians present, and continued by
giving a brief history of the Branch and how it ended up in the Maritime Club:
The earliest chairman would appear to have been Mr Walter D Roughton according to the Visitor's
Book. During this period the Branch made use of an office in the PE Comrades Club building in Grace
Street. This building was later sold and the Branch had to seek alternative office space, which was
obtained in the Moth Club in Bird Street, where the Branch was given one office and storage facility
and was managed by Des Seaman until he passed away.
The Moth Club was sold to Old Mutual and so once again the PE Branch of the Legion sought an
alternate home in the Aloe White Ensign Memorial Shellhole in Walmer. The Branch enjoyed the
camaraderie of the Legion/Moth at the Shellhole until 2018. The National Chairman had suggested
that the Legion Branches should move their homes into the SANDF Reserve Bases where possible, and
so the Branch moved once again to the Prince Alfred Guard's Drill Hall (PAG). But alas the Covid virus
descended onto Port Elizabeth and the SANDF required all societies should vacate the SANDF premises.
The Maritime Club, one of the oldest clubs in Port Elizabeth, beckoned and welcomed the Branch to its
new home, hopefully, the last move for a long time!
The Branch Padre intone a prayer of guidance and blessing on the Branch and the Centenary Cake
prior to the cutting. And so to the festivities! A light finger lunch was provided courtesy of the Branch
and a cash bar was in operation courtesy of the Maritime Club. Much camaraderie was enjoyed by all.
One of the visitors was Mr Lorna Els who was 83. She recounted her long association with many
organisations both veterans and non-military during her lifetime and more recently in Port Alfred, she
now lives in Port Elizabeth.
There was much banter and laughter in the various pockets of members and visitors, especially as to
how the cake should be put to the sword!
And what of the next 100 years? This will be dependant upon who will “pick up the torch when we are
gone” and carry this venerable organisation into the future
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Activities during the centenary celebrations of the
Port Elizabeth Branch.
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Scenes from the “army brunch”
during the centenary celebrations of
the Pretoria Branch.
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All the members and the visitors partook of THE cake, which proved to be delicious. And so the first
100 years celebrations came to an end in the PE Branch’s new home.
PRETORIA
On Tuesday 7 September the Pretoria Branch of the South African Legion celebrated its 100th
birthday. The event will be formally celebrated with a formal function during November 2021. On the
initiative of Lgr’s André Le Grange (Jnr) and Debra De Billot, an informal event in the form of “an Army”
brunch took place at the MOTH Evenden House on Saturday 11 September 2021. For many, it was a
“call back the past” while everyone thoroughly enjoyed the morning.

COMMEMORATIONS
WAR COMMEMORATION SERVICE – CAPE TOWN
On 29th August 2021, the SA Legion Cape Town Branch paid tribute to those that fell in conflicts over
the past centenary.
The 8th Annual War Commemoration Service was organised by Bomb Alley Shellhole (MOTHS), in cooperation with the Bellville Sub Council of the City of Cape Town. The parade took place in front of the
magnificent cenotaph which proudly stands bearing the names of all those from Cape Town’s
Northern Suburbs who fell during the conflicts of the last centenary.
The Ward Sub-Council was represented by Clr Clive Justice, Old Bill Gail Jordaan and members of the
MOTHS and SA Legion could be seen donning their respective representative attire.
The Caledonian Pipes and Drums provided the music with wreaths and floral tributes laid. Peter Napier
laying the wreath on behalf of the SA Legion and Derek Stidwell proudly displaying the SA Legion
banner. In an earlier speech by Adm (retd) Arne Söderlund shared an interesting, perhaps a littleknown fact, as to the meaning of cenotaph. It is an empty tomb or monument in honour of an
individual, or a group of people, buried elsewhere, normally in foreign soil. The word ‘cenotaph’
derives from the Greek word kenotaphion. This is made up of two words, kenos meaning ‘empty’ and
taphos meaning ‘tomb’.
The cenotaph bears the names primarily of those that fell in the World Wars and the ‘Border War’. An
interesting fact is that the number of local residents who fell in the so-called Border War outnumbers
the combined numbers of those that fell in the World Wars.
BATTLE OF SQUARE HILL COMMEMORATION SERVICE – CAPE TOWN
The Annual Battle of Square Hill took place at the Castle of Good Hope in Cape Town on Sunday 19
September. Members from Cape Town attended the service and laid a wreath on behalf of the South
African Legion.
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Attendees at the War Commemoration
in Cape Town.

Attendees to the Battle of Square Hill
Commemoration Service at the Castle of
Good Hope, Cape Town.

Standards in front of the church
during the International Day of
Peace church service in Pretoria.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE SERVICE CHURCH SERVICE 19 SEPTEMBER 2021
On 30 November 1981, the United Nations declared that the third Tuesday of September every year
would be observed as International Day of Peace. However, on 21 September 2001, the United
Nations decided that 21 September would in future be observed as the International Day of Peace. A
day on which all hostilities would cease, member states and organisations would strive to promote
peace. In 2015 the Pretoria Branch of the South African Legion, under the slogan “Veterane vir Vrede
– Veterans for Peace” held a church service in the NG Kerk Raslouw in Centurion.
This year was the sixth year that the service took place in the NG Kerk Raslouw on Sunday 19
September 2021. The service was conducted by the former Recce and Chaplain of the South African
Defence Force and South African National Defence Force, Reverend Callie Roos. Notwithstanding the
current challenges, a large number of veterans from various organisations attended the service.
Eleven veteran standards were displayed. The service started with the playing “Highland Cathedral”
by the organist, trumpeter and piper. Lgr Charles Ross did welcome where after the various standards
of veteran organisations were carried in and placed at the front of the church.
Reverend Roos used Matthew 5: 12 for the sermon. This was followed by the Last Post, 2-minute
silence and the Reveille. The piper played the Lament during the 2-minute silence. The service
concluded with the singing of the hymn “God Bless Africa”.
Unfortunately, given the current Covid 19 protocols, the usual coffee and tea and some healthy
“koeksisters” had to be waived.
COMBINED MEMORIAL SERVICE RICHMOND – UNITED KINGDOM
At this service on 25 September at the Richmond Cenotaph, Richmond Cemetery, United Kingdom
members of the Legion commemorated the Battle of Square Hill, Operation Savannah and St Michaels.
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Scenes from the Combined Memorial
Service and social, Richmond, United
Kingdom.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
PHOTOS.
All the photos of the Formal Dinner, Thanksgiving Service and the Call to Remembrance and wreath
Laying Ceremony were taken by Ms Chantal Swart was the photographer. According to the agreement
signed between Chantal and SAL NHQ, she has permission to share these photos as part of her
portfolio.
The SAL Branches and members are welcome to contact Chantal should they want to make use of her
excellent professional service.
Chantal resides near Stellenbosch and is willing to travel, at the client’s cost. Her contact detail, with
her permission, is: info@swartphotos.co.za / boerenooi@gmail.com
PUBLICATION
“NOT FOR OURSELVES” – FIRST EIGHTY YEARS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION by Arthur Blake.
Published by the South African Legion, P O Box 1936, Houghton, 2041 in 2004. ISBN-620-33337-5

33

Scenes from the Pappy awareness of
the Durban Branch.
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OBITUARIES
PORT ALFRED
Lgr Roy Somers.
PIETERMARITZBURG
Lgr N Brymer.
Obituary: Legionnaire Hamilton Dean Arnold
After a brave, hard-fought battle with cancer, Hamilton Dean Arnold
known to his family and friends as Pa, Ballie Deano or simply Dean,
passed away on 26 October 2021 aged 77. He leaves behind his children,
sons-in-law and daughter-in-law, Heather and Helgaard Muller, Wendy
and Peter Mortimer, Ken and Maxine Arnold - not forgetting his
grandchildren Matthew and Jenna Mortimer. Dean also leaves behind
his brother Johnny, sisters Joey Pieterse, Marie James, Freda Booysen
and Stephanie Podmore.
Dean was born on 3 October 1944 in Vryheid, KwaZulu-Natal. After
schooling Dean completed his apprenticeship with the Natal Witness as
a typesetter. Various careers saw Dean working at Cannon & Findlay furniture store, City Locksmiths
and then, in May 2008, he joined The War Memorial Homes (1939-1945) Trust, as a Superintendent
overseeing all maintenance and administration duties for the cottages for ex-serviceman connected
to the South African Legion in Pietermaritzburg. His beloved wife Lorna then joined him as secretary
to the South African Legion, Pietermaritzburg Branch, which included some of the work for the War
Memorial Homes (1939-1945) Trust, owners of the buildings that Dean cared for so ably.
Dean was very instrumental in arranging many annual Delville Wood and Remembrance Day Civic
Parades on behalf of the Msunduzi Municipality, also arranging Poppy Collections on behalf of the
Legion, jobs which he undertook with enthusiasm and military precision. It was this enthusiasm that
saw the Legion Branch grow from strength to strength. His famous St Charles Old Boy’s Catering fund
raising become legendary until the dreaded Covid pandemic hit upon us. Dean was the founder
member of “The Office” a popular watering hole where many a few beers were consumed.
Dean was Vice-Chairman of the Pietermaritzburg Branch of the South African Legion, a member of the
Allen Wilson MOTH Shellhole, and was twice Master of Skelmersdale Lodge No.1729. In more recent
years Dean become a Director of The Pietermaritzburg Ex-Servicemen’s Housing Company NPC.
Dean was a well-known character in Pietermaritzburg and had an impeccable memory for people’s
names and will be sadly missed by all his very many friends, colleagues and associates. He is now with
his beloved wife Lorna, who also sadly succumbed to cancer a few years back.
“WE WILL REMBEMBER HIM”
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
Springbok is the Journal of the South African Legion, ISSN number 2221-9854. It is
compiled by Lgr Charles Ross. Body text was set in Calibri 11 and headers, Calibri
12 pt.
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Kimberley
King Williams Town
Kroonstad
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Pietermaritzburg
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Pretoria
Scotland
Soweto
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