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Members of the United Kingdom and Europe Branch attending the Battle of
Delville Wood Memorial Service at the Richmond Cenotaph, Richmond, United
Kingdom on 17 July 2021.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
I trust that all the readers of this edition are safe and healthy in
these “unusual” circumstances that we find ourselves in. It
certainly has had a major impact on the activities of the Legion
and in particular on the activities of branches. Branch meetings
and many commemoration activities had to, either be
cancelled or radically scaled-down. However this has not
dampened the spirit in the Legion and many activities have
gone ahead, although in a somewhat different format.
Planning for the 87th Congress of the South African Legion is
well advanced and with the visit to Cape Town by the National
Office Bearers over the weekend of 20 to 22 August the final
detail was finalised and it is now all systems go for the Congress in Cape Town over the weekend of
15 to 17 October. The staff of the Castle of Good Hope is certainly very excited to host the event and
the facilities will be in top condition. From what the members of the NOB saw during the visit, it is
going to be a Congress that will be remembered.
Unfortunately, some branches have not yet submitted their history and photos for inclusion in the
Centenary edition of Springbok. It is planned that the Centenary edition will be published after the
87th Congress. This will ensure that activities at the Congress will be included. Branches have been
reminded to submit their contributions.
After eight years of involvement with the Springbok and seven years as the Publicity and later as the
Communication Officer of the Legion, I will be standing down at the 87 th Congress in October.
However, I will still be reasonable for the Centenary edition of the Springbok. I have offered to remain
involved with the Springbok. I wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support over
the past eight years in ensuring that the Springbok remained a high-class newsletter. Please continue
to do so in the future.

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH EX-SERVICE LEAGUE (RCEL)
The National Headquarters have received the Royal Commonwealth Ex-service League Annual Report
2020 – 2021. In the chapter on the 75th Anniversary of D-day, there is a photo of the National
Secretary, Lgr Riana Van Zyl Venter.
In response to the letter that the National President sent to the RCEL following the Passing to Higher
Service of HRH Prince Philip, NHQ received a letter from the Private Secretary to Queen Elizabeth II.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (NEC)
The meeting of the National Executive Committee scheduled for 17 August had to be postponed to 21
September. This was due to the National Office Bearers meeting in Cape Town on 21 August.
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On the left is the Centenary emblem of the RCEL.
Below is the cover of the RCEL 2020-2021 Annual
Report and the page that featured the National
Secretary, Lgr Riana Venter Van Zyl.
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NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS (NOB)
National Office Bearers of the Legion visited Cape Town over the weekend of 20 to 23 August. The aim
of the visit was to finalise the 87th Annual Congress of the Legion that is due to take place in Cape
Town over the weekend of 15 to 17 October.
On arrival in Cape Town on Friday 20 August, the group when to the Castle of Good Hope where the
members were shown the various venues where the various events will take place. This included the
registration area, conference facility and the dining hall where the formal dinner will take place.
After a quick lunch at Rosedale, the NOB met with the delegation from the South African Cape Corps
Regimental Association (SACCRA) at Legion House at Rosedale. The meeting lasted too well into the
afternoon.
Members of the NOB then joined the residents of Rosedale at the opening of the new bar facility which
was officially opened by the National President, Lgr Brian Klopper. Thanks to the greats eat provided
by the catering staff of Rosedale everyone enjoyed the evening.
Saturday saw an early start and the NOB meeting commencing in Legion House at 09:00. During the
meeting, the arrangements for the 87th Annual Congress was confirmed. After lunch members of the
sub-committee on the Constitution met and worked till early evening. The group enjoyed dinner in a
restaurant in Cape Town.
The members of the NOB returned to Johannesburg and Port Elizabeth on Sunday.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Medal Project: Still waiting for SAL Durban to return medals. NHQ is busy tracing some recipients.
Stock:
Still have stock of white shirt embroidered SAL pocket badges @R35.00 each and 3-layer printed face
masks @R55.00 each, without courier cost.
Blazer badges were received from Pakistan at R130.00 each, excluding courier costs.
SAL NHQ needs to order SAL Ties – out of stock. The new tie order with several SAL badges on it did
not materialize as the graphics on the tie does not meet our SAL requirements.
SAL Centenary Ties are available at SAL NHQ at R250.00 each excluding courier cost.
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Centenary Tie.

Legion Blazer Badge.

Centenary Pen.

Centenary Challenge Coin.
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SAL Centenary Challenge Coins have arrived and is available at NHQ at R40.00 each excluding case
and/or courier cost.
SAL Centenary Pens have arrived. Only 100 were made. It is available at NHQ at R150.00 each
excluding case and/or courier cost. A certificate will be issued for each pen.
Membership cards: Membership cards have been sent to those branches that have submitted
outstanding fees and information. These membership cards are valid for 3 years.
COMMUNICATION

Postings of activities by branches are always popular on social media and the reports and
photos of the Bloemfontein and Pretoria branches Annual General Meetings received good
responses. Branches are once again encouraged to submit reports and very important photos
of branch activities. Readers don’t normally read long reports but enjoy the photos. This is a
very good way of marketing the work of the Legion.
The June edition of Springboks has also been distributed to all. It has also been posted on the
ISSUU and FLIPHTML Websites while the link to the June edition was included in the August
edition of “MILITARY DESPATCHES”. In edition 5 of the “Wel en Weë”, an independent
veteran’s newsletter currently distributed by the SADFA, a link to the June edition of the
Springbok was included accompanied by the centenary emblem. Part One of a brief history of
the South African Legion was included in edition 6 of the “Wel en Weë” which will be followed with
the rest of the history in the following months. The link to the August edition of Springbok and part
two of the history will be included in edition seven.
The planning for the centenary edition of Springbok is progressing well. Alexandria, Bloemfontein,
Cape Town, East London, Kimberley, North Coast, Port Alfred, Port Elizabeth, Pretoria and Soweto
having submitted their branch histories. Brakpan, Durban and Kroonstad Branches has indicated that
they will submit their history shortly.

REGIONAL NEWS
KWAZULU-NATAL
The regional Annual General Meeting took place over the weekend of 27 to 29 August.

BRANCH NEWS
CAPE TOWN
It has been a while since the last newsletter and since we met as a branch. Covid continues to
dominate and just when we seem to be making progress another wave hits. It’s easy to become
despondent and let your guard down but there is light at the end of the tunnel even if it is a dim light
at this stage. While vaccinations have started, we must continue to adhere to what now should be
8

standard for all of us – wear a mask, social distance and sanitise. While many of the Rosedale residents
have already had their first vaccination, the Department of Health will be visiting Rosedale on
Wednesday 7 July to vaccinate those that haven’t including the staff. Remember, “One moment of
patience may ward off great disaster. One moment of impatience may ruin a life” – Chinese proverb.
Late Lgr. Syd Ireland. On 9 March Syd Ireland celebrated his 100th birthday. Sadly, he passed away on
29 May. Syd was our oldest member and the last remaining World War 2 Signaller in South Africa.
A memorial service was held on 9 June at which Johan Johnson represented the branch.
Welcome. Welcome to the following new members: Charmaine Baker, Billy Baker, Roger Buchanan,
Barbara Dawson, Quentin Dixon, Herbert Koster, Eugene Lombard, Lesley Moolman, Bruce Moult,
Catherine Neu, Mel Neu and Peter Tuchten. We look forward to your involvement in the affairs of the
branch.
Poppy Day. The uncertainty that Covid caused with last year’s Poppy Day Collection is unfortunately
still with us. Organiser Pamela Poole is rarin’ to go, and we are hopeful that this year we will be able
to expand the collection to what it was in previous years.
SA Legion Centenary Celebrations. Cape Town is the venue for the 100th celebrations, with the Castle
being the venue for the National Congress and the Congress Dinner on Saturday 16 October. It is hoped
that each branch will send a minimum of two delegates. The celebrations will start with a casual get
together for delegates at Rosedale on Friday 15 October and end with a wreath-laying ceremony, also
at Rosedale, on Sunday 17 October. The branch will celebrate its 100th after the National Congress –
details to follow.
Rosedale News
Rosedale is now the proud owner of a standby generator that has been put to good use during the
recent load-shedding. The generator provides power to all the areas of Rosedale during an outage,
allowing life to carry on as normal, other than some noise disturbance which varies according to the
weather, proximity to the generator and your hearing ability!
The application for a liquor licence is hopefully in its final stages. Provisional approval was granted,
and the outstanding requirements have been submitted. We look forward to meeting members for
their favourite tipple be it of the alcohol or non-alcohol variety.
Opening of new Bar Facility. Coinciding with the meeting of the NOB in Cape Town over the weekend
of 20 to 22 August the National President opened the new bar facility at Rosedale on Friday evening
20 August. Present were the NOB members, members of the Cape Town Branch Committee and
members from Rosedale. Following the opening, the kitchen staff served a spread of snacks that is
easily comparable with the best in the World and enjoyed by all those present.
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Photos of the opening of the new bar
facility at Rosedale, Cape Town.
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More photos of the opening of the
new bar facility at Rosedale, Cape
Town.
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DURBAN
Meals and related support. We continue to provide vegetarian meals twice weekly for 180 people
from BESL Court and some Moths from Bartle Road. 50 loaves of donated bread are distributed once
per week and occasional cash donations for emergency relief are made. On receiving an appeal from
a brother association, we have provided cost-free accommodation for a destitute veteran, his wife
and his son. Another recent report is of a veteran who was similarly laid off by his employer with no
UIF contributions having been made in his name. Undoubtedly, many suffer similarly. This raises the
prospect of some paralegal support being needed to take up such cases.
SA Legion Congress and Constitution. We remain in hope that pandemic restrictions will not cancel
or constrain our Centennial Congress in Cape Town in October. It is anticipated that far-reaching issues
will need to be tabled. We also await NHQ's return of the consolidated proposed revisions to the SA
Legion’s Constitution and By-laws.
Members’ Annual Subscription. Subs of R150 for 2021-2022 were due by 31 March (the end of our
financial year). To date, only approx 60% of our members have paid. Thank you, to those who have
already paid. If you haven’t yet paid yours, please do so without further delay, as names of those
unpaid will be deleted - and we don’t want to lose you! To do so, please pay into our SA Legion Branch
account number 62709981056 at First National Bank, using your name and ‘SUBS’ as the reference
and send us Proof of Payment.
KIMBERLEY
Monthly meetings have not yet resumed due to Covid-19 safety protocols. The administration
continues to be done remotely. There is very little activity at the Branch. The Secretary is available via
email.
PRETORIA
Complying with the protocols the branch held a branch meeting on Saturday 14 August at the MOTH
Evenden House in Lyttelton. Lgr Mike Mesias was welcomed to the Pretoria Branch. At the meeting
the expensed for Lgr’s André Le Grange and Debbie De Billot to attend the 87th Congress over the
period 15 to 17 October was approved. Members that had the new Centenary tie wore it with pride.
Handouts of the Centenary Challenge Coins were handed out to members. It
The branch will be 100 years old on 6 September. The branch will celebrate its centenary with
breakfast on the morning of 11 September at the MOTH Evenden House. The theme is “military” and
this will be present in the breakfast. A formal dinner is planned for after Congress. The latter will be
done in conjunction with Central Witwatersrand Branch.
With the current protocols, some commemorations have been cancelled. However, the branch
represented the Legion at the Border Boys Parade which took place at the MOTH Evenden House on
Sunday 15 August. Lgr Bazil Kriel laid a wreath on behalf of the Legion. The branch also attended the
SAP TIN Bond memorial service on Saturday 28 September. It was confirmed that the annual
12

The July camp of
members from the
United Kingdom and
Europe.
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International Day of Peace church service will take place in the NG Kerk Raslouw on Sunday 19
September.
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE
Notwithstanding the pandemic, the branch was able to conduct several events over the past months.
This includes a family weekend camp at Lower Woodbury Farm, Sugar Hill Wareham, Dorset from
Friday 2 July to Sunday 4 July. This was followed by another weekend camp at the same site over the
weekend of 28 to 30 August. The branch commemorated the Battle of Delville Wood on Saturday 17
July which was followed by a shoot at the range and a traditional “braai”.
The branch is planning to participate in the Parachute Jump D-Day – Operation Overlord on 12
September. It includes Ceremony and Parachute Jumps in honour of the Commonwealth and US
soldiers who fell during Operation Market Garden at the Battle of Arnhem. A Combined Memorial
Service at the Richmond Cenotaph, Richmond Cemetery, Richmond on 25 September where the
branch remember sacrifices made by all during different wars Battle of Square Hill, Operation
Savannah and St Michaels Memorial

COMMEMORATIONS
SAPPERS MEMORIAL PARADE
Veterans’ Purpose Sunday, 6 June 2021 would normally have featured the Sapper's Memorial parade
at Sappersrus, Magaliesburg. Due to cancellation, the iconic memorial was quiet save for rustling
breezes and bird calls in its surrounding woods. So I was privileged to be the only veteran visitor!
The shaded flagstone ‘Path of Remembrance’ leading down the little koppie is lined with various little
cairns and plaques bearing the names of the many WW2 battles, honours of which are also proudly
emblazoned on the Regimental Colours of many of our South African Regiments:– El Wak, Bardia,
Benghazi, El Aghela, Halfaya Pass, Mersah Matruh, Algiers, Medjes, El Guettar, Monte Cassino, Anzio,
Salerno, Sicily, Eterna, et al. Within the quiet little hall, bathed in maroon and royal blue sunrays, lie
the names of many of our grandfathers, fathers, uncles, brothers and of colleagues and Sappers who
have died in service more recently.
The surrounding garden and water feature and benches display personal plaques and memorials. “We
Sappers, with common interests before the War, who formed a bond of friendship during the War,
created our Association so that now, as long as we are one, not one of us will be alone.” This Creed,
together with the MOTH and others, guided the foundation of the rehabilitation and self-help
association for servicemen and their families. They had sacrificed much in the defence against
potential dictatorship and totalitarianism to maintain democracy and civilised values and had formed
a deep and unique comradeship from common suffering and endeavour experience and often
unimaginable hardship.
They went on to forge the structure of a modern, industrious and successful South Africa. Such
Associations and Memorials of the same purpose dating from both World Wars proliferate in South
14

Members of the United Kingdom
and Europe Branch at the
shooting range.
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Africa and link with the multitude existing in Western and Commonwealth countries. It should thus be
our societal responsibility to maintain and cherish the memory and communal values and objectives
of these patriots and their legacies. Further, to demonstrate and assist in the inculcation of respect,
dedication, service and integrity among our successors in uniform.
As veterans and Legionnaires, we also form the fraternal link with International institutions and
associations of like calibre and culture.
Conclusion May you and your loved ones remain ever safe and healthy. Be mindful of assisting the
desperate whenever/where ever we can. Keep well. Stay safe. Lgr Lgr Bryan Doré
DELVILLE WOOD PARADE RICHMOND THE UNITED KINGDOM
The United Kingdom and Europe Branch commemorated the Battle of Delville Wood with a service at
the Richmond Cenotaph, Richmond Cemetery, Richmond on Saturday 17 July.
BORDER BOYS PARADE
As a result of the current COVID 19 restrictions, a scaled-down annual Border Boys Parade took place
at the MOTH Evenden House in Lyttelton on Sunday 15 August 2021. This year the service was moved
from the MOTH Cottages to the MOTH Evenden House. Complying with the current regulations only
a small number of veteran organisations attended the service and laid wreaths or planted crosses. The
Service was arranged by the Casa Mia Shelholle of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTH) on behalf
of the Pretoria District MOTH. Legionnaire Bazil Kriel, himself a Border War veteran laid a wreath on
behalf of the Pretoria Branch of the South African Legion.
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE COUNTERINSURGENCY BOND MEMORIAL SERVICE
Lgr’s Le Grange (Jnr), De Billot and Le Grange (Snr) represented the Legion at the service at the SAP
COIN memorial in Montana Gardens, Pretoria, on Saturday 28 August. Lgr Le Grange (Snr) laid a
wreath on behalf of the Legion at the service.

OTHER STORIES
“NO GRAVE, BUT THE SEA”: HOW THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
COMMEMORATE THOSE THAT HAVE NO GRAVE, BUT THE SEA – PART THREE
SOLDIERS
The movement of a large number of troops between the various theatres of war was mainly done by
troopships. While the troopships were protected by warships they remained primary targets for
submarines and air attacks. A large number of soldiers lost their lives at sea when their troopships
sunk. One of the worst was the collision involving the SS Mendi and the SS Daro on 21 February 1917.
Troopships that sank with South Africans on board include the SS Mendi on 21 February 1917 with the
loss of 616 officers and men of the South African Native Labour Corps. The SS Galway Castle sank on
16

Members of the United Kingdom and
Europe on parade during the Annual
Battle of Delville Wood Memorial
Service in Richmond, United
Kingdom.
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Lgr Bazil Kriel laying a wreath on
behalf of the Legion at the Border
Boys Parade in Pretoria.
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Photos of the South African Police
Counterinsirgency
Unit
Bond
Memorial Parade in Pretoria.
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12 September 1918 with members from various units on board. The SS Erinpura sank on 01 May 1943
with the loss of 639 members of the African Pioneer Corps (Basutoland – Lesotho).
HOLLYBROOK MEMORIAL.
The Hollybrook Memorial commemorates by name of 1 894 servicemen and women of the
Commonwealth land and air forces* whose graves are not known, many of whom were lost in
transports or other vessels torpedoed or mined in home waters (*Officers and men of the
Commonwealth's navies who have no grave but the sea are commemorated on memorials elsewhere).
The memorial also bears the names of those who were lost or buried at sea, or who died at home but
whose bodies could not be recovered for burial. This includes 597 South African Native Labour Corps
casualties from the SS Mendi and 25 casualties when the SS Galway Castle sank. The latter includes
18 members of the South African Infantry, five members of the South African Native Labour Corps and
one each from the South African Military Nursing Service and the South African Railway Overseas
Dominium.
Other vessels sunk with significant loss of life were: HS Anglia, a hospital ship sunk by mine off Dover
on 17 November 1915. SS Citta Di Palermo, an Italian transport carrying Commonwealth troops, was
sunk by mine off Brindisi on 8 January 1916. In rescuing survivors, two Royal Naval Otranto drifters
were themselves mined and blown up. HMT Donegal and HMT Warilda, ambulance transports
torpedoed and sunk between Le Havre and Southampton on 17 April 1917 and 3 August 1918. HS
Glenart Castle, a hospital ship torpedoed and sunk off Lundy on 26 February 1918. SS Galway Castle
was torpedoed and sunk in the Atlantic on 12 September 1918. RMS Leinster, the Irish mail boat,
torpedoed and sunk in the Irish Sea on 10 October 1918.
Among those commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial is Field Marshall Lord Kitchener, Secretary
of State for War, who died when the battlecruiser HMS Hampshire was mined and sunk off Scapa Flow
on 5 June 1916. (There were 14 members of the Indian Forces commemorated here who are now
known to have been cremated at Patcham Down, Sussex, and are now commemorated on a dedicated
memorial there). The memorial was designed by T. Newham and unveiled by Sir William Robertson
on 10 December 1930.
BROOKWOOD MEMORIAL 1914 – 1918
THE BROOKWOOD 1914-1918 MEMORIAL was designed to commemorate Commonwealth casualties
who died in the UK and Ireland who have no known grave. The majority of the casualties are
servicemen and women from the land forces of the United Kingdom, who subsequently died in the
care of their families. They were not commemorated by the Commission at the time but, through the
efforts of relatives and research groups, including the “In From The Cold” Project, these casualties
have since been found. There are still many cases to be resolved and the memorial, therefore, allows
for further names to be added.
Unusually and because of the varied circumstances surrounding many of these casualties,
investigative work continues and this may lead to the identification of their burial locations. Whenever
a casualty’s grave is located and verified, the commemoration will move to the burial site and thus

20

Hollybrook Memorial.

Brookwood Memorial 1914 –
1918.

Brookwood Memorial
1939 – 1945.
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some of the entries on the memorial will no longer be required. As a result and when memorial panels
are replaced, these entries will be removed.
In addition, the Brookwood 1914-18 Memorial commemorates some land and air forces casualties
who were lost at sea. These casualties would normally be commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial
in Southampton, but the memorial panels there are now full and so their commemoration has been
added to this memorial.
BROOKWOOD MEMORIAL 1939 - 1945.
The BROOKWOOD 1939-1945 MEMORIAL commemorates 3 379 men and women of the land forces
of the Commonwealth who died during the Second World War and have no known grave, the
circumstances of their death being such that they could not appropriately be commemorated on any
of the campaign memorials in the various theatres of war. They died in the campaign in Norway in
1940, or the various raids on enemy occupied territory in Europe such as Dieppe and St Nazaire. Others
were special agents who died as prisoners or while working with Allied underground movements.
Some died at sea, in hospital ships and troop transports, in waters not associated with the major
campaigns, and a few were killed in flying accidents or aerial combat. This includes the casualties of
the African Pioneer Corps (Basutoland – Lesotho) 639 from the SS Erinpura.
The Memorial was designed by Ralph Hobday and unveiled by Queen Elizabeth II on 25 October 1958.
The Memorial stands in BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY which is owned by the Commission and is
the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the United Kingdom, covering approximately 37 acres.
This site was further extended to accommodate the Commonwealth casualties of the Second World
War. There is a large Royal Air Forces section in the southeast corner of the cemetery (which also
contains the graves of Czech and American airmen who served with the Royal Air Force) and the Air
Forces shelter building nearby houses the register of the names of those buried in the section. A plot
in the west corner of the cemetery contains approximately 2,400 Canadian graves of the Second World
War including those of 43 men who died of wounds following the Dieppe Raid in August 1942. The
Canadian Records building, which was a gift of the Canadian government, houses a reception room
for visitors and other offices.
In addition to the Commonwealth plots, the cemetery also contains French, Polish, Czech, Belgian and
Italian sections, and several war graves of other nationalities, all cared for by the Commission. The
American Military Cemetery is the responsibility of the American Battle Monuments Commission.
MASERU MEMORIAL.
There is a memorial in the capital of Lesotho, Maseru, for the Basotu who died during both World
Wars. The one commemorating those killed during the sinking of the SS Erinpura is rather impressive.
While it is the responsibility of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission South Africa, it is very
well maintained by the Lesotho Government.
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Maseru Memorial, Lesotho.

SS Mendi Memorial in Atteridgeville,
Tshwane.

SS Mendi memorial in the Avalon
Cemetery, Soweto, Johannesburg.
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SOUTH AFRICA
While there are no Commonwealth War graves Commission memorial for those with no grave but the
sea, the oceans around South Africa was not exempted from losing sailors. During World War Two
more than 130 ships were sunk by enemy submarines in the South African theatre.
Probably the most known of these sinking’s is the sinking of the troopship, SS Nova Scotia on 28
November 1942 by U-boat U-177 off the Zululand coast of Natal (Kwazulu-Natal) as it is the single
greatest loss of life ever recorded off the South African coast with many corpses washing ashore on
the Natal coast. 858 people lost their lives. 650 Italian prisoners of war, 96 crew members, 88 South
African guards, ten Defensively Equipped Merchant Ship gunners, eight naval and military personnel,
five passengers and the Master of the ship. A large number of Italian prisoners of war that washed
ashore were buried in the Hilary Cemetery in Durban. They were later exhumed and reinterred at a
church in Pietermaritzburg. The South African guards who have no known grave of the disaster are
commemorated on the El Alamein War Memorial which is maintained by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.
There are numerous plaques in the Seaforth Old Burial Ground in Simon’s Town to people who lost
their lives at sea which is maintained by the Simon’s Town Historical Society and the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission, South Africa.
While the Commonwealth War Graves Commission is responsible for the graves of the Imperial Forces
from the South African War 1899 to 1902, generally referred to as the Anglo Boer War, there is also
no memorial for the 280 members of the Imperial forces who lost their lives at sea.
There are two walls of remembrance in Simon’s Town, the commemorating all the Royal Navy sailors
with “no grave but the sea” and the other all members of the South African Navy that lost their lives
in service of South Africa. This wall includes the sailors lost when the SAS President Kruger sank on 18
February 1982.
In 2019 the South African Navy updated its Roll of Honour with a new Wall of Remembrance in front
of the Fleet Command Headquarters in Simon’s Town. It is divided into three sections:


Section I. 1946 – 1960 – the post-war South African Naval Service and South African Navy.



Section II. 1961 – 1993 – 31 May 1961, republic, 27 April 1994 – the birth of the SANDF. This
edition includes the names of those lost on the SAS President Kruger.



Section III. 1994 – 27 April 1994

CONCLUSION
“There are no roses on a sailors grave,
No lilies on an ocean wave,
The only tribute is the seagulls’ sweeps, and the teardrops”
24
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From the poem Iron Coffin by Herbert A Werner
With acknowledgement to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
PACE STICKING
Every summer, teams from around the world compete at the All Arms (World Championship) PaceSticking competition at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. Here we take a look at the Pace-Stick
and what the annual event is all about. The pace stick itself looks like a giant compass and dates back
to Roman times when it was used to mark out the distance of straight Roman roads.
When it comes to the military, the Royal Regiment of Artillery lay claim to be the originator of the
Pace-Stick. They say it was used like a pair of callipers to ensure correct distances between their field
guns during battle.
However, in 1928, the then Academy Sergeant Major, Arthur Brand, developed the Pace-Stick to be
used as an aide to drill, to mark out the correct distances between troops on parade and to ensure a
full 30-inch marching pace was being taken. Maj Brand also then promoted its use throughout the
British Army.
Some now say using the Pace-Stick is a dying art within the Armed Forces, but there remains an annual
competition in June each year at Sandhurst and sees fierce competition from teams travelling to the
UK from far-flung places such as Bahrain, Jordan and Pakistan.
Any teams selected to compete will first be expected to have won a preliminary competition before
being accepted to take part in the world championships held each year in the UK. The competition is
where teams of up to four will compete in different categories to be in with a chance to win the title
of World Champion Pace-Sticking Team or for the prestigious title of Individual World Pace Sticking
Champion.
Each team member is judged on his overall turnout and bearing while on parade and are expected to
conduct the same set routine, which each team has to perform in perfect sequence. Any wrong words
of command or kit that is less than immaculate will result in points being deducted from their team
scorecard. by Julian Perreira in Forces.net Images: UK MOD © Crown Copyright 2019.
RAMCAT FISHING COMPETITION DURBAN
The 2021 event in Durban was planned for early July, however when the current Level Four restrictions
were extended the event had to be postponed and took place on Sunday 8 August in the Durban
Harbour. A similar event in Centurion is planned for the end of September. While in Durban for the
initial RAMCAT Fishing event Lgr Smal was stranded due to the closing of the roads out of Durban due
to the unrest in KwaZulu-Natal. Legionnaire Smal became aware of some disabled persons in dire
need of support and he was able to use some of the items which he had received as part of the prizes
for the initial Durban event and deliver them to the group.
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Photos from the Ramcat Fishing
Competition in Durban.
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More photos from the Ramcat Fishing Competition in Durban.
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OBITUARIES
LIEUTENANT GENERAL PIETER KNOBEL SSAS, SD, SOE, SM, MMM (SAMHS Retd)
While the Late General Knobel was not a
member of the South African Legion, he was
very much involved in veteran affairs since he
retired as the Surgein General of the South
African Military Health Service. He served in
the Reserve Force of the South African
Defence Force from 1971 to 1980 and in the
Permanent Force from 1980 to 1997.
In 1998 he was elected as the President of the Curamus Association for Disabled Members of the
Security Forces. In 2000 he was elected as the Chairman of the Council of Military Veterans
Organistions of South Africa. Also in 2000 he represented South Africa at the General Assembly of the
World Veterans Federation in Paris. In 2003 he was the co-chairman of the General Assembly of the
World Veterans Federation meeting in Johannesburg. In 2006 he was appointed as the a Chairman
of a Special workshop in the Study of "Recognition, Commemoration and Reconciliation of all Veterans
that are members of the WVF from all over the world, by the Executive Board of the WVF, France. Also
in 2006 he was Ex-officio Vice-President and member of the Executive Board of the WVF.
BENONI
Lgr (Mrs) Neta Dollman.
BLOEMFONTEIN
Lgr W. T. G. Bosch.
DURBAN
Lgr Chris Dos Santos.
LOWER SOUTH COAST
Lgr Daniel Hartslief.
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Coenie Potgieter. Husband of Izelle Potgieter.
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• Lgr Rick Andriès
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National Secretary: Lgr Riana Venter van Zyl.
National Liaison/Membership: Vacant.
National Wellbeing: Vacant.
National Ceremonial/Discipline: Lgr Shaun Booth.
National Communication: Lgr Charles Ross.

Branches:
• Alexandria
• Atteridgeville
• Benoni
• Bloemfontein
• Botshabelo
• Brakpan
• Cape Town
• Central Wits
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• East London
• England
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• Grahamstown
Regional Chairmen:
• Eastern Cape: Lgr Basil
Dukas.
• Free State: Lgr Jurie Van
Der Merwe.
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• Kwa-Zulu Natal: Lgr Rick
Andriés
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Kinnear
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Kimberley
King Williams Town
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