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Lgr Mashwe Simon Nhlanga celebrated his 100th birthday on Thursday 19
September 2019. Lgr Nhlanga served with the South African Native Military
Corps from 24 June 1941 to 22 January 1946 during World War Two.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
Given the contents of this bumper edition of the Springbok, it
is evident that the South African Legion is alive and well. A BIG
THANK YOU to all the branches that have submitted
newsletters, reports and news stories. This is what this
publication is all about, news from the branches. As this
publication is posted on an International website where it is
available to the broad public to read, it is certainly a worthy
advertisement for the Legion. Besides, the link to the
publication is also included in the monthly "Wel en Wee"
Newsletter. The latter is distributed to a large audience of
veterans. So please let us continue and improve on this
edition. Remember per the decision at the 2018 Congress the
December 2019 edition will be a printed edition. So with all
the various Remembrance Day Services coming up, let me have your branch report soon following the
event.
Readers would also have noticed a new updated header for the Springbok. I wish to thank Lgr Johann
Kruger from the Durban Branch for his hard work in getting the header ready in time to be used on
this edition.
Included in this edition is a summary of the Wellbeing Report submitted by Lgr Rees Davies to the
National Office Bearers (NOB) meeting recently. It shows what the Legion is doing to live up to our
motto “Not for Ourselves, But for Others”. PLEASE, branches these are the stories that the public
want to see and read about. So PLEASE submit these regularly with necessary photos, as was done by
East London.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
ROYAL
COMMONWEALTH
EXSERVICES LEAGUE (RCEL) – LEVEL 2
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING SEMINAR
During September 2019 the staff of
National Headquarters (NHQ), Lgr’s
Riana Venter Van Zyl, Izelle Potgieter
and Enrico Forbes, attended the RCEL’s
Level 2 Safeguarding Training Seminar
in Johannesburg. On 10 October 2019,
they received their certificates from
Captain
Lance
Gill,
Controller
Compliance, Royal Commonwealth ExServices League with the following
Proud recipients of the RCEL Training Seminar.
message “I am very pleased to attach
your certificate of attendance for the
subject training seminar for yourself, Izelle and Enrique. Thank you for your attendance and
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engagement with the programme which was very well received by all”. Well done to the staff at our
NHQ. In Naval terms “Bravo Zulu”.
LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT
Dear Legionnaires and Kindred Associations,
Re: Resignation of Former National President:
Godfrey Giles
Owing to a recent health scare which
necessitated a short period of hospitalization, the
immediate Past National President of the SA
Legion, Godfrey Giles, has decided to scale back
on his many veteran commitments.
Regrettably but understandably, Godfrey feels
that he needs to devote more time to ensure his
good health and spending quality time with his
family. He has, therefore, resigned from the SA Legion.

Former National President Godfrey Giles.

On behalf of the National Executive and the wider membership, I thank Godfrey most sincerely for the
many years of dedicated service he rendered to the SA Legion and wish him sustained good health
and happiness in his partial retirement from veterans’ affairs. I do know that Godfrey will now devote
far more of his considerable expertise and energy to the South African Irish Regimental Association.
Kind Regards,

COMMUNICATIONS PORTFOLIO REPORT
During the period under review, the various Legion's social
media was very active with numerous posting covering a
wide range of topics. The latter resulted in some healthy
debating amongst members without transgressing the basic
rules. While the membership of the South Africa and
Canada pages have remained pretty static the membership
of the United Kingdom and Europe increase to 403.
The August edition of the Springbok has been finalised and
distributed during the first week of September. It was also
posted on the ISSUU web page and the link shared on
various Facebook Pages and included in the latest "Wel en
Weë" newsletter. A short report with photos of the
International Day of Peace Church Service was also included
this edition. The International Day of Peace Church Service Photograph of the Battle of Square Hill
Service in Kimberley.
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was also included on the worldwide map of events of the World Veterans Federation's web site.
Regular features include the daily postings "on this day in the history of the SA Navy "by the SA Naval
heritage Trust and the weekly postings on Commonwealth War Graves Cemeteries where South
African casualties are buried. The following posting was prominent on the various Facebook Pages.


100th Birthday of Lgr Simon Nhlanga. Reached 33 136 people, 3 917 engagement, 145
comments and 122 shares. On the South African page, the posting received 135 likes and 35
comments.



Posting on Jackie Moggridge (nee Sorour) a South African reached 12 995 people, 1 666
engagements, 62 comments and six shares.



Battle of Square Hill Kimberley reached 9 359 people, 680 engagements, 29 shares and 14
comments.



Photo of congratulations of Lgr Simon Nhlanga on 100th birthday reached 8 013 people, 455
engagements, 13 comments and 8 shares.



Sailor Malan: Fighter Ace and Freedom Fighter reached 7 007 people, 679
engagements, 41 comments and six shares.

WELLBEING PORTFOLIO REPORT
Lgr Rees Davies, National Office Bearer for
Wellbeing, recently requested branches to
provide information on the welfare disbursement
made by branches. Eight branches responded to
the request. The branches that responded were
Bloemfontein, Brakpan, Cape Town, Durban,
Kagiso, Kimberley, King Williams Town and Port
Elizabeth which had disbursed R 40 033.00 to 92
recipients, an average of R 435.00 per recipient.
Disbursement included casual relieve, “goody
bags”, monthly assistance widows and/or
veterans,
maintenance
of
veterans
accommodation, subsidising housing for
veterans/widows and meals on wheels.

BRANCH NEWS
Members of the Bloemfontein Branch hard at word BLOEMFONTEIN
during their fundraising event.
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The annual “Bloem Familie Trekker Fees” took place at the Ferreira Museum, Quaggafontein,
Bloemfontein on Saturday 5 October 2019. The event was organised by the Central Free State
Veterans. It included vintage tractors and ploughing as well as various other vintage farming
implements. Members of the Bloemfontein branch were on hand to ensure that attendees had
sufficient to eat at their fundraising stall at the "fees".
CAPE TOWN (including Rosedale).
New Members. On Thursday 29
August, the Cape Town Branch of the
Legion inducted 15 new members (1
absentee), the citation being read by
national president Lgr Brian Klopper
who, assisted by Executive Committee
Chairman, Lgr Ray Nesset, also handed
out the certificates. Wonderful snacks,
courtesy of Philippa Woolley and her
very able kitchen staff, were enjoyed
by all.

Annual General Meeting. The
National President, Lgr Brian Klopper, with the newly inducted Annual General Meeting (AGM) of
members of the Cape Town Branch.
the Cape Town Branch took place
at Rosedale on 10 October 2019.
At the AGM the following office bearers were elected.
Chairman:

Lgr Ray Nesset.

Vice-Chairman: Lgr Robbie
Roberts.
Treasurer:
Johnson.

Lgr Johan

Bookkeeper: Lgr Liesel Durr.
Welfare:

Lgr Peter Napier.

Ceremonial:
Muirhead.

Lgr Peter

Secretary:

Lgr Lucille Byrnes.

Some of the newly elected office bearers of the Cape Town Branch.
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Rosedale Residents Committee Representative: Lgr Tim Reilly.
Rosedale Service Centre Representative: Lgr Stephen Leibbrandt.
Fish and Chips Supper. The fish and
chips supper on Friday 30 August
was a blast. What was particularly
gratifying is that the die-hards (yes,
Del and Phyllis) were able to enjoy
the fare without having to lift a hand,
the catering having been left in the
capable hands of our kitchen staff
(after all, no one can make betterfried fish and chips than them!).
Eating over, the guests were
entertained by Kenny and the Boys
and you name it - bop, jive, waltz –
every genre of dance (bar poleMembers attending the fish and chips supper.
dancing) was enjoyed by the
energetic. Hats off for a fine event. RSC chair Stephen Leibbrandt took the opportunity to wish
Louise Smith every good wish on her 90th birthday and the refrain of Happy Birthday resounded
around the room.
Fun Quiz. Ralph Kelly’s second Fun Quiz of the year was held on Saturday 14 September and although
there was no entry fee or cost for the refreshments, the honesty jar generated R134,00 that will gô to
a charity very dear to his heart – Toc H – of which he is Plumstead president. Questions posed by Ralph
Kelly were humdingers and you can
almost read his expression, “Hmm … I
wonder if they’ll get this one?” one of
which was: In which of these countries do
you find the Southern Alps – New Zealand
/ Peru / Chile? Answer: New Zealand. See
what I mean.
Rosedale Choir Performance 25
October.
Under the leadership of
Stephen Leibbrandt, assisted by Bronwen
Leith and Ralph Kelly on piano, our choir
has been hard at it rehearsing for a
gospel-singing concert to be held in the Winners of the fun quiz Liz Baker, Tony Venn, John Verster and
Wreck Room on Friday 25 October at Colin Slater.
18:00. Afterwards, soup and rolls will be served – no charge but the honesty jar will be put out. Please
give this event your full support and come and hear their joyful voices and give them a well-earned
encore or three. Family and friends welcome.
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Christmas Carol Service. The choir will then pick up the beat and begin practising from Tuesday 29
October in anticipation of Christmas and thereafter every Tuesday (5, 12, 19 and 26 November as well
as 2 and 9 November). The venue, as before, the Wreck Room and starting time 19:00. Stephen
Leibbrandt was highly impressed with the level of singing at the Heritage Day braai so there's no
excuse for the tenors and sopranos not to join in. The hugely popular Christmas Carol Service, now an
annual event, will be held in the lounge/dining-room on Saturday 14 December 17:30 for 18:00 and
will be followed by the sale of boerie rolls and frankfurters in the Wreck Room at R25,00 each, when
the bar also will be opened. Family and friends are cordially invited to celebrate with us the joy that
this precious time of the year brings. Stephen will lead the Service and we are privileged to have Bishop
Frank Retief deliver the message and give thanks for our blessings.
DURBAN
The Witness’ Garden Show: Members of both
Durban and Pietermaritzburg Branches maned
the Stand BW05 over the period 6-8 September.
The exhibit focused on the role of animals at war.
Karkloof 100-Miler: The faithful few helpers
travelled to Karkloof over the weekend 20-22
September to set up and man an aid station.
Hillcrest High School Charity Challenge Heritage

A bag made from recycled plastic that was on sale at the
Day, Tuesday, 24 September. Members and
The Witness Garden Witness Garden Show.

friends of the Durban Branch participated in a
Charity Challenge, that took the form of a 5 Km relay. Walking teams consist of 3 athletes each and
running teams of 5 athletes, each to complete 5 Km.
Amashova Cycle Race on Sunday, 20
October. Members of the Durban
Branch once again manned a
refreshment table at Umlaas Road
during the race and again enjoyed the
fun-filled day.
Medals.
Lgr Peter Smit has done a
sterling job in distributing many longoverdue medals to their rightful
recipients. Congratulations to them! We
will publish a list of them in due course.
Herewith a list of Veterans whom we are Volunteers from the Durban Branch that assisted at the Karkloof 100still trying to contact in that regard: RW miler.
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Abbett, M Anderson, MH Becker, N. Bergstrom, G Coetsee, D
Coetzer, M de Vos, R Doria, T Gersbank, CW Grahame, J
Hodgkinson, SG Lottering, EH Mundell, DJD Pelser, A Senekal
and PP Terblanche, Your assistance in making contact with
them will be greatly appreciated, please.
Congratulations. The SAAF Association Durban Branch has
been an Affiliate Member of the SA Legion Durban Branch for
30 years and their Chairman, Col (Rtd) Steve Bekker was
presented with a certificate honouring that achievement at
the KZN Provincial Conference held at Botha’s Hill earlier this
year. Congratulations to Steve, too, on recently having been
awarded the Order of the South African Air Force Association
(Gold).
Branch members’ long service certificates received recently
are as follows:
20-Years: Lgr Bobby Freeman, Lgr Ashley Herbst and Lgr (Rev)
Clive Jacobson.
30-Years: Lgr Errol Greenslade.

Volunteers from the Durban Branch
during the Amashova cycle race.

Congratulations - we intend to present these awards to the
recipients at our upcoming AGM.

Upcoming Events include the following:


The Annual Poppy Appeal. Saturday, 2 November to Saturday, 9 November. Please let us
know when and where you’ll be available to collect for us.



Veterans’ Day. Sunday, 3 November. We need volunteers to place poppies on the graves of
military veterans in all Durban’s cemeteries, so kindly advise us if you’re willing to assist in
this regard. Thank you.



Annual Civic Commemoration Service. 10:30 at the Cenotaph on Sunday, 10 November.



Annual General Meeting. 30 November 2019 84 Signal Unit, Lords Ground, K.E. Masinga
(Old Fort) Road.

EAST LONDON
In the true spirit of the motto of the South African Legion, "Not for Ourselves But for Others", the East
London Branch recently donated a wheelchair to Stef. She is pleased with it and extends her thanks
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to the branch for arranging the purchase and delivery. This will
make her life easier to get around. She still experiences
discomfort and pain from arthritis in her hands and legs.
The wheelchair was purchased by National Headquarters with
funds generated during the annual Poppy Appeal, the 10%
paid to National Headquarters by branches. East London got
the quotes, arranged the collection and the delivery to Stef.
LOWER SOUTH COAST
Donation Made to Tent City Marine Beach On The 19th October
2019. SA Legion Lower South Coast made up a food Hamper
for the homeless people living on a farm that is run by Eugene
& Alet
Swart. Stef, the proud recipient of the
They are wheelchair donated by the East London
Branch.
putting
up tents for Families from all races with no
homes. The tents they have are now showing
signs of wear, so they are converting their pig
pens into rooms. They get calls from the SAPS
and the local government hospitals to ask them
if they can help with accommodation for those
people who have no fixed abode or
employment. They are looking for tents to
Members from Lower South Coast during the handing house new family's.
over of food hampers.

NORTH COAST
The monthly meeting took place at the Sharks Supporters Club on 28 September 2019. The meeting
closed in time for the members present to watch the Springboks play Namibia in the Rugby World Cup
2019.
PORT ELIZABETH
Poppy Street Collection. The only income the Port Elizabeth Branch of the SA Legion receives is from
the Poppy Day Street collection. This income must provide for support for some of our ailing members,
those veterans who have meals delivered from Meals on Wheels and assistance to members who have
been encumbered with a high medical bill; and finally to provide funding for Branch events and
Wreaths apart from the cost of running the Branch. This is a plea that those members who can give 1
or 2 hours of their time once per year step up to assist. For this plea to succeed, the Branch needs
"feet on the ground" on Saturday 9th November 2019. Those willing bodies can contact the Secretary,
Lgr Tertia van der Linde, on tertiam@maritimemotors.co.za or cell phone 072 124 3303. Please help
the Branch for an hour or two.
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PRETORIA
The Pretoria Branch held its quarterly
branch meeting at the MOTH Evenden
House on Saturday 21 September
2019. It was decided to combine the
meeting with a social and members
were requested to bring along family
and/or friends. During the branch
meeting, Lgr Andre Le Grange (Jnr) was
elected as the Deputy Chairman of the
branch. Upcoming activities were
confirmed during the meeting while
new membership cards were handed
to those present.
Members, families and friends of the Pretoria Branch enjoying the

With the formalities done and dusted “braai”.
the members and their family and/or
friends enjoyed a great Prego steak prepared by Lgr’s Andre Le Grange (Snr) and Andre Le Grange
(Jnr). Lgr Debra De Bilott surprised all present with a large "melktert". A great time was had by all
present. Our thanks to Lgr’s Debra De Bilott and Brenda Kriel for all the arrangements.
SOWETO

Lgr Simon Nhlanga laying a wreath during the Battle of Square Hill
Service in Johannesburg.

On 19 September 2019, the
National President and all
members of the South African
Legion Saluted Legionnaire
Mashwe Simon Nhlanga, a
member of the Soweto Branch
on his 100th birthday. On behalf
of fellow Legionnaires, we wish
you a happy birthday on this
very special day. We pray God's
blessing on you for the year
ahead. Lgr Nhlanga served with
the South African Native Military
Corps from 24 June 1941 to 22
January 1946 during World War
Two.

He was invited as a guest of
honour to the Battle of Square Hill Commemoration service at the Ditsong National Museum of
Military History on Sunday 22 September 2019. The Soweto Branch of the South African Legion held
a special combined birthday celebration at the Legion Chapel in Soweto after the service. At the event,
the 95th birthday of Legionnaire Tsoamotse was also celebrated. he turned 95 on 20 February 2019.
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UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE
Charlie Wessels. A massive Bravo Zulu to SAL
Europe Branch member Charlie Wessels! Charlie
(former RMP), who delivers service to the Royal
Netherlands Army in a civilian capacity, has been
awarded the prestigious Commander of the
Army’s Coin of Excellence! “Wij zijn uitermate
trots op je prestatie, Charlie!”
SA Legion and South African Military Veterans
Organisation Australasia (SAMVOA). A superb
'meet and greet' between the South African
Legion UK & Europe Branch and representatives
of SAMVOA (Western Australia) at The Royal
British Legion Teddington. We were honoured
and privileged to accept a SAMVOA Distinguished
Service Award from our Australian visitors on
behalf of Lgr. Theo Fernandes (Currently on
holiday in Madeira - life is tough!) in appreciation
Award presented to Lgr Charlie Wessels.
for his services in organising the delivery of SADF
medals to 54 veterans in Australia and New
Zealand.

COMMEMORATIONS
DURBAN GUNNERS’ MEMORIAL SERVICE
The Durban Gunners' Memorial Service
Sunday, 1 September at the Old Fort. A big
thank you to those Legionnaires who were
present but, unfortunately, there were only
about five Green blazers in attendance. Please,
guys… Remembrance is so important to us…
we need your support at memorial services.
BATTLE OF SQUARE HILL
JOHANNESBURG
UK and Europe members with SAMVOA members.

The 101st commemoration of the Battle of
Square Hill took place at the Ditsong National Museum of Military History in Johannesburg on Sunday
22 September 2019. The Battle of Square Hill took place in Palestine during the First World War over
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the period 18 to 20 September 1918.
During the battle, the Cape Corps excelled
and Palestine 1918 is one of the Battle
Honours of the South African Cape Corps.
The service was organised jointly by the
Speaker of Council of the City of
Johannesburg and the Virtual Branch of
the South African Legion. Also in
attendance as a guest of honour was the
World War Two veteran, Legionnaire
Simon Nhlanga who celebrated his 100th
birthday on Thursday 19 September 2019.
The service was attended by various Attendees at the Battle of Square Hill Service in Johannesburg.
veteran organisations.
Chairman of the Virtual Branch,
Legionnaire Godfrey Giles, welcomed
everyone at the service and following the
posting of the standards the religious
services started. This was followed by the
Call to Remembrance, sounding of the Last
Post, 2 minutes silence and Reveille. More
than 30 wreaths were laid by various
organisations and veterans. Legionnaire
Andre Le Grange (Jnr) laid a wreath on
behalf of the South African Legion
National. Wreaths were also laid by
members of the Soweto and Kagiso
Branches of the Legion. The service was
concluded with the singing of the National
Anthem.
After the service, all present were invited
to participate in the Peace Walk to
commemorate International Day of Peace.
On 30 November 1981, the United Nations
declared that the third Tuesday of
Lgr Andre Le Grange (Jnr) laid a wreath on behalf of the Legion
September every year would be
at the Battle of Square Hill Service in Johannesburg.
observed as International Day of Peace.
However, on 21 September 2001, the United Nations decided that 21 September would in future be
observed as the International Day of Peace. A day on which all hostilities would cease, member states
and organisations would strive to promote peace. The day should also be commemorated
appropriately.
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KIMBERLEY
A small but meaningful commemoration Service was
held at the Kimberley Cenotaph site where the
Canon, which was captured at the struggle with the
Turks in World War I, proudly stands.
Lgr W. P. van Wyk, now aged 96, the only (recorded)
surviving World War II veteran of SACCRA residing in
Kimberley, attended the Service. The Service was
conducted by the Chaplain of the Kimberley
Regiment, Chpn L S F Motlhaudi, and the address
given by Maj R Bode. The Kimberley Regiment Pipe
Band was in attendance and Memorial Sentries were
provided by the Kimberley Regiment. The Service
was well attended by Veteran Organisations.
Refreshments were enjoyed at the Regimental HQ,
Drill Hall, after the Service.
PORT ELIZABETH

Lgr Van Wyk laid a wreath at the Battle of Square
Hill Service in Kimberley.

After the 2018 Square Hill Parade, it was decided to
hold the parade on the Donkin Reserve, marching from the PAG Drill Hall. So in June this year we wrote
to the City Council for permission, but alas the request probably got filed away and no approval was
forthcoming – not a good
advert for the Metro!
The weather was inclement
and drizzled on and off, so
the use of the Drill Hall was
a considered good move. So
we reversed the process,
the parade under the
control of the PE Legion SM
– Lgr JSB Smit - “fell in” on
the Donkin Reserve and, led
by the Algoa Caledonian
Pipe
Band,
marched,
together with a contingent
of Sea Cadets, from the
Members on parade marching to the PAG Drill Halle during the Battle of
Reserve to the PAG Drill
Square Hill Service in Port Elizabeth.
Hall. If anything attracts an
audience it is a band and Sunday, 22 September, was no exception! The route passes the Grand Hotel
nd
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too so there was lots of interest in
the band and the veterans,
colours flying, marching smartly
as only old soldiers can do, with
the Sea Cadets bringing up the
rear. The “Troops” formed up in
the Hall for the commemoration
service, with the friends and
families seated on the side.
The service was led off by the
Very Reverend Canon Mark Barth
of St Paul's Church, the Branch
Chaplain. The announcements
were made by the Branch
Veterans receiving outstanding medals following the Battle of Square
Chairman,, Lgr Terry Pattison.
Hill Service in Port Elizabeth.
Immediately after the Memoriam
and the Last Post/Reveille, several wreaths were laid by the various veteran organisations on Parade.
There were a large number of medal recipients. These medals were official SANDF issue but for some
or other reason had been delayed. Colonel van Niekerk made a short address after the medal parade.
After the Parade, the "troops" having been dismissed, a finger lunch was held in the PAG bar. This was
one of the memorable Square Hill Parades and the venue added lustre to the Parade.
RICHMOND UNITED KINGDOM - WARSAW AIRLIFT, BATTLE OF SQUARE HILL COMMEMORATED IN
RICHMOND
RICHMOND UPON THAMES
–
On
Saturday
15
September,
Legionnaires
from the South African
Legion of Military Veterans
(UK and Europe), the Royal
British Legion (SA Branch),
we're joined by delegations
from the Polish Embassy,
the
Polish
Airmen’s
Association
UK,
and
M.O.T.H. (Gazala Shellhole),
to commemorate the 75th
anniversary and honour the
memories and sacrifice of
Veterans on parade marching to the Richmond Memorial.
the Allied airmen who
participated in the Warsaw Airlift, where from 4 August to early September 1944, 205 Group RAF at
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Foggia, Italy, under the command of Maj Gen James (Jimmy) Thom Durrant, flew 196 11-hour night
sorties from Brindisi and Foggia in Italy with B-24 Liberators, to drop supplies to the Polish Uprising in
Warsaw.
The occasion further served
to remember the Battle of
Square Hill*, fought in
Palestine from September 19
to 21, 1918, when Cape Corps
troops
engaged
with
Ottoman Turkish forces in
what were to be the final
months of the First World
War.
The service took place in the
chapel at Richmond’s East
Sheen cemetery, and the
opportunity was also taken to Chairman, UK and Europe leading the veterans to the Richmond Memorial.
dedicate a new Standard for
the SA Legion Europe Branch. Standards of the South African Legion (UK), the Royal British Legion (SA
Branch), and the Polish Airmen’s Association UK, all formed part of the standard party.
Service
The service was conducted by SA Legion Chaplain, Lgr Craig Esterhuizen. He emphasised from the
beginning
of
his
address
that
the
Warsaw Airlift was a
humanitarian mission,
not a strategic one. The
pilots knew they were
not going to change the
course of the war for
the Allies, but they
were acting to prevent
starvation and the
annihilation
of
Warsaw’s population
and the Polish Home
Army. Indeed, these
Standard Bearers on parade.
brave pilots were
denied flyover rights
over Russian-held territory and were fired upon by their Russian allies if they strayed into their
airspace. The 2,600-km round trip from their Italian bases at Celone and Brindisi was fraught with

16

danger and at least 360 airmen and 41 British, Polish, South African, and US-crewed aircraft were lost.
As Padre Esterhuizen said, it was indeed an act of love and sacrifice to participate in such a mission.
After the Padre’s address, a poem which honours the Cape Coloured soldiers who fought so bravely
at Square Hill was read by Anja De Vries. A dark and haunting poem honouring the wartime sacrifices
made by Poland was read, followed by the singing of the South African, British and Polish national
anthems. The singing effort was greatly helped by the choir.
Parade
After
the
service,
the
legionnaires and standardbearers, led by a piper marched
to the South African Cenotaph
for a wreath-laying ceremony.
As the piper played the poignant
Flowers of the Forest lament,
wreaths were laid by Col
Norbert Czerniak, Polish Deputy
Defence, Military, Naval, and Air
Attaché to the UK, Arthur
Bildziuk, Chairman of the Polish
Airmen’s Association UK, and
Lgr Cameron Kinnear, regional Some of the wreath layers.
chair of the South African Legion
UK & EU.
A medal parade was then held to present the Pro Patria Medal (PPM), Southern Africa Medal (SAM),
and General Service Medal (GSM) for service during and after the Border War to two Legionnaires.
Polish Deputy Defence Attaché, Col Czerniak, was then invited to join Lgr Cameron Kinnear to take the
salute as the standards and legionnaires marched past the cenotaph.
Social
After the formalities ended, a social was held at the Royal British Legion Club in Teddington, where
Lgr Lee Greed ensured no one went thirsty and Lgr Johan De Vries provided his superb boerewors
rolls.
Battle of Square Hill
This year marks the milestone centenary of a historic battle which is not yet at the forefront of general
consciousness in the United Kingdom. The legion playing its part to raise general awareness.
During the Battle of Square Hill in 1918, Cape Corps soldiers were able to shine in their first battle with
Turkish soldiers in Palestine during the final months of the First World War.
The Turks were a mighty foe…
The nightmare that affronted Gen Allenby came in the form of Gen Mustapha Kemal or Ataturk as he
was later known (founder of modern Turkey) and Gen Liman von Sanders seconded by the German
17

High Command to their Turkish allies. This Turkish/German Army was the same one that had defeated
the Australian, New Zealand, and Canadian (ANZAC) forces at Gallipoli, and thereafter marched
triumphantly down Asia, conquered Damascus, and overran Syria until they reached the Holy Land.
Gen Allenby, with his Staff Officers, mused over his problem and formulated their battle plans.
Strategy
The significance of this battle was General Allenby’s military strategy to connect with Arab allies to the
east of the Dead Sea, a mission that was thwarted by the enemy’s control of the Jordan crossing at Jisr
ed Damieh. Captain Ivor D Difford, quartermaster of the Cape Corps wrote that Gen Allenby was
“determined to strike a blow west of the Jordan, where the whole Turkish army in that area was
enclosed”. To this end, the plan was to “break through the enemy’s defensive positions and create a
gap for the cavalry to pass through”.
During the night of 18 September 1918, the 1st Cape Corps themselves had taken 181 prisoners. Having
come under "fairly persistent counter-attack" they were said to have battled with bayonets in the
"strictest silence" and that they carried out orders implicitly. Notable names mentioned in this battle
were Lt. Samuelson, Sgt February and L/Cpl Thimm. The 1st Cape Corps capturing of the enemy field
gun which was noted as “the first gun captured on the Palestine front during Allenby’s great push” –
resulted in Lance-Corporal Thimm being promoted to Corporal.
Monument
Following the war, a monument was built in Kimberley. The gun captured at Square Hill stands there
still… but of similar monuments in Johannesburg and Cape Town, nothing but promises materialised.
The annual Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday parade at the Johannesburg cenotaph drew a large
crowd of Cape Corps veterans and descendants for decades and was widely known as the Square Hill
parade, but even that memory has now faded.
The battle on that night claimed the lives of L/Cpl S Visagie and Pte S Gobey. Further casualties the
next day were Pte J Jonkers, Pte G Groep and Pte D Hahman. As legionnaires, we carry the flame of
remembrance…
Once upon a time, a battle was fought in a Biblical land.
With its cloud of skirmishers in advance, With now the sound of a single shot snapping like a whip, and
now an irregular volley, The swarming ranks press on and on, the dense brigades press on,
Glittering dimly, toiling under the sun—the dust-covered men, In columns rise and fall to the
undulations of the ground, With artillery interspersed—the wheels rumble, the horses sweat,
The army corps advances. A great victory was won and their general was proud. Remember the
splendid South African victory at “Square Hill” A Cape Corps helped breakthrough to Damascus
By Józef Szczepański – 1944
We are waiting for you, red plague
you will be salvation welcomed with revulsion
we are waiting for you, our eternal enemy
a bloody murderer of so many of our brethren
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Your red, victorious army has been lying at the bright feet
of burning Warsaw and is feeding its soul with bloody pain
of a handful of madmen who are dying in the ruins.
Background of Richmond South African Cenotaph:
Following the outbreak of the First World War, South Africa, as a British Dominion, formed and
mobilised the South African Overseas Expeditionary Force, as its contribution to the war effort. This
force consisted of: The SA Infantry Brigade, SA Mounted Brigade, SA heavy Artillery Brigade, SA Field
Artillery Regiment, SA Native Labour Corps, SA Field Ambulance unit, SA Corps of Engineers, SA Signals
Company, and the SA Medical Corps – a total force of about 232 000, each one of them volunteers.
Many of our grandfathers were among them.
The SA Medical Corps provided the staff for both the South African Military Hospital in Richmond Park
London, and the No 1 South African General Hospital established in France. Injured or ill soldiers from
all theatres of war were transferred to Richmond for treatment and recuperation.
Altogether 39 of the South Africans who died in the SA Richmond Park Hospital were buried in the
Richmond Cemetery. At the end of the First World
War, the SA Hospital and the Comforts Fund
Committee decided to erect a memorial to these
men and to all those South Africans who had died
in the war.
Sir Edwin Lutyens who designed the Whitehall
Cenotaph – where thousands of ex-service
personnel, including a substantial contingent of
South African Legionnaires, march on
Remembrance Sunday – designed this memorial
and it was unveiled by General Jan Smuts in June
1921. It became a pilgrimage focus in the 1920s
and 1930s.
It now has Grade II listed status and it is recorded
as a building of special architectural and historic
interest.
ALPINE 44 COMMEMORATION SERVICE –
PRETORIA
Sunday 13 October 2019 marked 75 years since
National Vice President, Lgr Brian Smith, about to lay a the biggest single largest loss of South African Air
wreath on behalf of the Legion at the Alpine 44 Force aircraft and personnel in a single day.
Commemoration Service.

Around the time that the service started, 10:00,
it would have been 75 years ago that the command and staff of 31 and 34 Squadrons received
confirmation of the loss. On the night of 12 October 1944 16 B-24 Liberator heavy bombers from 31
Squadron and four from 34 squadrons took off to drop supplies to Italian partisans in North-West Italy.
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The weather suddenly turned bad causing 11 aircraft to abort the mission and only three reaching the
drop zone. Six aircraft were lost, five crashed into the Alps and one is presumed crashed into the sea.
A loss of six aircraft and 48 personnel (eight per aircraft).
The event was commemorated with a service organised by the Alpine 44 at the SAAF Memorial on
bay’s Hill, Swartkop on Sunday 13 October 2019. Wreaths were laid by family of those that lost their
lives that fateful night, Chief of the SAAF and veterans organisations. Deputy President, Lgr Brian
Smith, laid a wreath on behalf of the Legion. The Legion was well represented with seven members in
attendance.

OTHER STORIES
RAMCAT FISHING COMPETITION - CENTURION
Sunday 1 September was
supposed to be the beginning of
Spring, however, it dawned with
a chill in the air for the more
than 50 disabled anglers around
the dam at the Irene Country
Club. This did not dampen the
spirit of the anglers and very
soon after the fishing started at
07:00 the South African Legion
team responsible for weighing
the fish was called into action to
weigh the first fish. Like all
fishing
competitions,
the
success of the anglers varied.
The day warmed up very quickly
and by the time the fishing General view of the fishing area during the Ramcat Fishing Competition.
competition came to an end
more than 60 fish were caught with the heaviest weighing more than 5 kilograms. Anglers came from
all around Gauteng and included the well-known South African singer Mathys Roets. Also in
attendance was Wynand Du Toit who had a stall where his books were on sale.
Once everyone had packed up angling gear they all sat down for a 5-star lunch. Before the serving of
the lunch, Wynand Du Toit delivered a motivating talk on his experiences in life. This was very well
received by all present. The Chairman of the Pretoria Branch of the South African Legion, Legionnaire
Charles Ross, then presented Legionnaire Gerard "Yster" Smal (a member of the Pretoria Branch of
the Legion) with a Certificate of Merit award for his "exceptional commitment to military veterans and
living up to the motto of the Legion, Not for Ourselves, but for Others”. This was followed with the
placing of three wreaths on the dam in honour of the three anglers who had passed away since the
2018 event. Then everyone settled down to lunch which was prepared by the chefs of the Irene
Country Club.
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PHOTOS FROM THE RAMCAT FISHING COMPETITION.
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Legionnaire Smal is congratulated on a very successful event and we are all looking forward to being
involved in the 2020 event.
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE CHURCH SERVICE - PRETORIA
On 30 November 1981, the United Nations declared that the third Tuesday of September every year
would be observed as International Day of Peace. However, on 21 September 2001, the United
Nations decided that 21 September would in future be observed as the International Day of Peace. A
day on which all hostilities would cease, member states and organisations would strive to promote
peace. In 2015 the Pretoria Branch of the South African Legion, under the slogan "Veterane vir Vrede
– Veterans for Peace" held a church service in the NG Kerk Raslouw in Centurion.
his year was the fifth
year that the service
took place in the NG
Kerk
Raslouw
on
Sunday 8 September
2019. The service was
conducted by the
former
Chaplain
General of the South
African
National
Defence
Force,
Reverend
Marius
Cornelissen,
and
attended by a large Members of the Pretoria Branch that attended the International Day of Peace Church
number of veterans Service.
from
various
organisations. The service started with the playing “Highland Cathedral” by the organist, trumpeter
and piper. Lgr Charles Ross did welcome where after the various standards of veteran organisations
were carried in and placed at the front of the church.
Reverend Cornelissen used Matthew 10: 29 to 31 and 14: 22 to 35 for the sermon. This was followed
by the lighting of a candle for the Unknown Soldier by the oldest member of the congregation. This
was followed by the Last Post, 2-minute silence and the Reveille. The piper played the Lament during
the 2-minute silence. The service concluded with the singing of the hymn "God Bless Africa". Every
member of the congregation received a 1 cent coin, which depicted the “mossies” which is linked to
the scripture of Matthew 10.
After the service, everyone enjoyed coffee and tea and some healthy "koeksisters".
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PHOTOS OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE CHURCH SERVICE
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COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION – SOUTH AFRICA
The South African Branch of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission is responsible for
maintenance of all Commonwealth war graves in South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho and Swaziland, some
xxxx burial sites. Besides, it is responsible for the maintenance of all British graves from the South
African War 1899 – 1902 (Anglo Boer War) in South Africa, yyy burial sites. This is often done under
challenging and difficult circumstances. However, the South African Branch pride themselves in that
they can maintain the sites to a very high standard.
Some of the recent work done by the branch included the cleaning of the area around the Thaba
Tshwane Old Number One and Two cemeteries as well as the upgrading of the Thabe Tshwane New
Military Cemetery. Several graves in Namibia were recently also upgraded with new fences being
erected around the graves.
The South African Branch certainly deserves the support of the Legion. Well done fellows, and in Naval
terms “BZ”.

WORLD WAR ONE HEROES.
ACTING LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD ANNESLEY WEST VC DSO AND BAR MC, NORTH IRISH
HORES (CAVALRY SPECIAL RESERVE), ATTACHED TO 6TH LIGHT TANK BATTALION, 2ND TANK BRIGADE
During the British advance on 21 August 1918, the first
day of the Battle of Albert, 6th Tank Battalion and 2nd
Battalion The Suffolk Regiment, made for the railway
running between the villages of Courcelles-le-Comte and
Gomiecourt, north-west of Bapaume. It was foggy and
the troops became disorientated. Acting Lieutenant
Colonel R A West, 6th Tank Battalion, collected the men
together and led the attack. After Bapaume had fallen to
the British on the 29th, the British advanced on 2
September against the Germans east of Arras. At the
southern end of this action, infantry and tanks attacked
Vaulx Vraucourt, five miles north-east of Bapaume. West
was killed while encouraging his men to withstand an
enemy counter-attack near Lagnicourt, two miles to the
east.
Citation: For most conspicuous bravery, leadership and
sacrifice. During an attack, the infantry having lost their bearings in the dense fog, this officer at once
collected and re-organised any men he could find and led them to their objective in face of heavy
machine-gun fire. Throughout the whole action, he displayed the most utter disregard of danger, and
the capture of the objective was in a great part due to his initiative and gallantry.
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On a subsequent occasion, it was intended that a battalion of light Tanks under the command of this
officer should exploit the initial infantry and heavy Tank attack. He, therefore, went forward to keep
in touch with the progress of the battle and arrived at the front line when the enemy was in the
process of delivering a local counter-attack. The infantry battalion had suffered heavy officer
casualties, and its flanks were exposed. Realising that there was a danger of the battalion giving way,
he at once rode out in front of them under extremely heavy machine-gun and rifle fire and rallied the
men. Although the enemy was close upon him he took charge of the situation and detailed noncommissioned officers to replace officer casualties. He then rode up and down in front of them in face
of certain death, encouraging the men and calling to them "Stick it, men; show them fight, and for
God's sake put up a good fight". He fell riddled by machine-gun bullets.
ACTING CAPTAIN CLEMENT ROBERTSON VC. 3RD BATTALION THE QUEEN’S (ROYAL WEST SURREY
REGIMENT), SPECIAL RESERVE, “A” BATTALION, THE TANK CORPS, 64 TH BRIGADE, 21ST DIVISION
In the British advance on 4 October 1917, 62nd and 64th
Brigades pushed forward east of Polygon Wood towards
Reutel, between Zonnebeke and Gheluvelt. During the
fighting, Lieutenant Colonel L P Evans, commanding 1st
Battalion, The Lincolnshire Regiment, captured a German
pillbox near Juniper Trench, which had been causing
particular difficulties. To the south, Captain C Robertson
attached to the Tank Corps, gave his life leading the way on
foot for four tanks through the waterlogged ground around
Reutelbeek.
Citation: For most conspicuous bravery in leading his tanks
in attack under heavy shell, machine-gun and rifle fire, over
ground which had been heavily ploughed by shell fire.
Captain Robertson, knowing the risk of the Tanks missing the way, continued to lead them on foot,
guiding them carefully and patiently towards their objective, although he must have known that his
action would almost inevitably cost him his life. This gallant officer was killed after his objective had
been reached, but his skilful leading had already ensured successful action. His utter disregard of
danger and devotion to duty afford an example of outstanding valour.
LANCE CORPORAL WILLIAM HENRY HEWITT VC, 2ND BATTALION SOUTH AFRICAN LIGHT INFANTRY,
1st SOUTH AFRICAN INFANTRY BRIGADE 9TH DIVISION
On 20 September 1917, the first day of the Battle of the Menin Road Ridge, British forces advanced
east along the route of the Ypres to Roulers road. 2nd Battalion, South African Light Infantry, was north
of the road and 12th Battalion, The Royal Scots (Lothian) Regiment, were south of it. In the heavy
fighting between Frezenberg and Zonnebeke that resulted, Lance Corporal W H Hewitt, 2nd South
African Light Infantry gallantly captured a German pillbox, while Captain H Reynolds 12th Battalion,
The Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment), led the assault on another in front of Potsdam Farm. Both men
were awarded the VC.
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Citation: For most conspicuous bravery during operations.
L/Cpl. Hewitt attacked a "pill-box" with his section and tried to
rush the doorway. The garrison, however, proved very
stubborn, and in the attempt, this non-commissioned officer
received a severe wound. Nevertheless, he proceeded to the
loophole of the "pill-box" where, in his attempts to put a bomb
into it, he was again wounded in the arm. Undeterred,
however, he eventually managed to get a bomb inside, which
caused the occupants to dislodge, and they were successfully
and speedily dealt with by the remainder of the section.
During the action on 20 September 1917, he was wounded and
spent the rest of the war in France. He demobilised after the
war and married Lily Ollett whom he met in the Tooting
Hospital in 1916 and returned to farming in Natal in South
Africa. In 1925 he sold his farm in Natal and moved to East
Africa where he bought a coffee farm.
TEMPORARY LIEUTENANT ROBERT VAUGHAN GORLE VC A BATTERY, 50TH BRIGADE ROYAL FIELD
ARTILLERY, 9TH DIVISION
In Flanders, a new phase of fighting had begun in the Ypres
Salient on 28 September 1918, when the Belgians and British
Second Army had advanced eastwards. Beselare and Geluveld
were recaptured and the Germans’ Flanders I Line overrun.
By 1 October the British were approaching the Flanders II
Line, which ran in front of Ledegem, west of Courtrai.
Citation: For most conspicuous bravery, initiative and
devotion to duty during the attack on Ledeghem on 1st
October 1918, when in command of an 18-pounder Gun
working in close conjunction with the infantry. He brought his
gun into action in the most exposed positions on four
separate occasions and disposed of enemy machine guns by
firing over open sights under direct machine-gun fire at 500
to 600 yards' range. Later, seeing that the infantry was being
driven back by intense hostile fire, he, without hesitation,
galloped his gun in front of the leading infantry, and on two occasions knocked out the enemy machine
guns which were causing the trouble. His disregard of personal safety and dash were a magnificent
example to the wavering line, which rallied and re-took the northern end of the village.
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ACTING CAPTAIN ANDREW WEATHERBY BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR VC DSO MC AND BAR DFC NO 84
SQUADRON, ROYAL FLYING CORPS
Citation:
Between August 8th, 1918 and October 8th, 1918, this officer
proved himself the victor in twenty-six decisive combats,
destroying twelve enemy kite balloons, ten enemy aircraft, and
driving down four other enemy aircraft completely out of
control.
Between October 1st, 1918, and October 5th, 1918, he
destroyed two enemy scouts, burnt three enemy kite balloons,
and drove down one enemy scout completely out of control.
On October 1st, 1918, in a general engagement with about
twenty-eight machines, he crashed one Fokker biplane near
Fontaine and a second near Ramicourt; on October 2nd he burnt
a hostile balloon near Selvigny; on October 3rd he drove down,
completely out of control, an enemy scout near Mont d’Origny,
and burnt a hostile balloon; on October 5th the third hostile balloon near Bohain.
On October 8th, 1918, while flying home at low altitude, after destroying an enemy two-seater near
Maretz, he was painfully wounded in the arm by machine-gun fire, but, continuing, he landed safely
at his aerodrome, and after making his report was admitted to hospital.
In all he proved himself conqueror over fifty-four foes, destroying twenty-two enemy machines,
sixteen enemy kite balloons, and driving down sixteen enemy aircraft completely out of control.
Captain Beauchamp Proctor’s work in attacking enemy troops on the ground and in reconnaissance
during the withdrawal following the Battle of St. Quentin from March 21st, 1918, and during the
victorious advance of our Armies commencing on August 8th, has been almost unsurpassed in its
brilliancy, and has made such an impression on those serving in his squadron and those around him that they
will not be easily forgotten.

OBITUARIES
Alexandria
Lgr. Graeme Hutchison
Durban
Lgr Nicolaas Johannes Ras
Kimberley
Lgr G. W. J. Paton
Pietermaritzburg
Lgr Margaret Jones
Lgr Robert Cameron
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