ISSN: 221-9854

JUNE 2020

Monthly food Parcels prepared by members of the Bloemfontein Branch ready for
collection by veterans in need.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
We have come to the end of the third month the State of
Emergency in South Africa. We have certainly come a long way
since the announcement on 16 March 2020 and the
subsequent lockdown under level five. This has fortunately
been relaxed ant present we find ourselves at level three.
Several new buzz words have been added to our everyday
vocabulary, words such as “new normal”, “fourth industrial
revolution” and many others. With regrades the “new normal”
the cliché, the more things change the more they stay the
same, must have crossed our minds. At the same time, we
wondered what could this mean and how will it affect me and
my family.
Are these related? Possibly they are. Let us take the technology and more so the telephone. Most of
us remember the telephone with the handle that you had to turn to get the attention of the exchange
to connect you to the number that you required. Then came the automatic exchange telephone and
the dial telephone later the button telephone and you could dial the number yourselves. In 1994 the
first cellular phone was sold in South Africa. Now you could practically anyone from anywhere. This
was, however, a very large “brick” that you had to carry with you. Today mobile phones can do just
about everything and it is very small.
Apart from using the telephone to communicate the computer (technology) has also changed the way
that we communicate. Gone are the days that the computer was primarily used as a “modern
typewriter” for compiling letters. Today computers can be used for just about anything. They are built
into robots that can perform almost everything. Covid 19 has hastened the use of computers and
robots. Suddenly I no longer need to travel to another city to attend a meeting, no I can participate
from the comfort of my home. Recently we also saw robots being used in hospitals to take the
temperature of patients.

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH EX-SERVICES LEAGUE (RCEL)
MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Dear Member Organisations,
Following a consultation period with The Founder Members and a Review by our Senior Management
Team, The Grand President has asked me to announce that given the uncertainty of the Coronavirus
pandemic he has directed that our Centenary Conference is delayed until the autumn of 2021. The
preferred month is September. He will confirm dates this autumn giving approximately one year's
notice.
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We intend that Conference will take place in Cape Town but this will remain under review until the
autumn when there may be some clarity with the global situation and in particular the likelihood of
an effective and available vaccine.
Head Office will promulgate new Conference instructions in the autumn.
MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND PRESIDENT - GENERAL THE
LORD RICHARDS OF HERSTMONCEUX GCB CBE DSO DL
Dear Member Organisations,
As the world remains gripped by the Coronavirus pandemic
we commemorate VE Day 75. Some parallels will be drawn
with events in 1945. An obvious one is that whilst there was
great celebration and relief that the war had ended in Europe
there was much concern over the fighting still to come in the Far East. In the same way, we have not
yet defeated this virus. But as in April 1945, we can be confident that we shall defeat it. In the
meanwhile, we shall commemorate VE Day 75 across the Commonwealth and remember with huge
gratitude the men and women from every corner of the world who volunteered to help defeat a
common foe.
I would like to share with you the UK Government messages in support of our partnership in the
Commonwealth Veterans Programme. We have begun the second year of our joint 5 year Programme,
making a significant difference to the lives of some of the poorest veterans and their wives or widows.
We continue with our updates and I know that you will be pleased to learn that since 1 April this year,
despite the Coronavirus pandemic, we have distributed over £1M in life-saving support across the
Commonwealth. I thank all our friends and supporters, our Member Organisations and their
caseworkers, but most of all I thank the veterans.
VE Day 75 message of support from The Department of International Development
Commonwealth Veterans around the world and is now adapting so it can continue to provide daily
meals to those elderly veterans in need during the Covid-19 pandemic. In partnership with UK Aid, we
are supporting over 6,000 veterans who served in the British Armed Forces and their widows with two
meals a day, as part of a programme delivered by the Member Organisations of The League. Between
us, we have supported veterans and widows for almost 100 years. The programme has been quickly
adjusted in light of the coronavirus pandemic, to ensure safe social distancing measures. Many of the
Member Organisations who provide the funding for the meals have also registered as essential
workers so they can continue to bring healthy meals to the veterans and widows, the majority of
whom are staying at home.
The UK Government is committed to supporting those who The League supports and through DFID a
series of media will be available. This will include messages of support The Secretary of State for
International Development and Ministers. DFID is working across Government in DCMS, Cabinet
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Office, FCO posts and MoD to share this content, and will flag other government department social
media. The hashtags being used across government are #ThisIsYourVictory and #VEDay75.
International Development Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:
“We owe a tremendous amount to our Commonwealth Veterans, and it is right the UK, in the name
of the British people, is supporting these vulnerable people, who bravely made such sacrifices for our
country.
"On this VE Day, I am proud to say we have taken steps to make sure these veterans continue to
receive vital support. As the world deals with the coronavirus epidemic, this support is needed now
more than ever."
Some of the backgrounds to SofS message is:
UK Aid is supporting Commonwealth veterans and widows living in poverty in developing countries.
The Commonwealth Veterans Programme supports over 6,000 veterans and widows, many of whom
served in World War II, across 29 countries, including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Ghana and Zimbabwe.
The Commonwealth Veterans Programme is a joint partnership between the Department for
International Development and The Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League (RCEL).
UKaid is helping support over 3,000 WWII Commonwealth Veterans across Africa, providing meals to
keep them healthy and living with dignity in their old age.
Thanks to Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League for continuing their work through the pandemic
and adapting so quickly so everyone stays safe. The Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League is
observing social distancing while supplying with meals, to help them stay healthy.
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
NATIONAL SECRETARY
Medal Project. More than
36 medal packages have
already been sent before
the lockdown. NHQ has 21
medal packages which have
been paid and will be
shipped as soon as Aramex
resumes normal operations.
Aramex has indicated that
they will inform us when
they
resume
normal
operations as flight and Over the years many medal parades were held during which recipients received
transport
availability outstanding medals, thanks to the efforts by the Legion. This one in the United
determines
available Kingdom.
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delivery routes. Medal Stock Count remains the same as no medals were shipped during the lockdown
period. We continually receive medal enquiries and interested individuals are referred to: SO1 Medals,
Lt Col O. M. Sebakwane Tel: 012 339 5556.
NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS
The National Office Bearers (NOB) met on 19 May 2020 via Zoom. This was the first meeting that took
place using this technology. In future, all NOB and National Executive Committee (NEC) will be held
using this technology. Following the decision by the Royal Commonwealth Ex-services League (RCEL)
to move their centenary meeting in Cape Town from February 2021 to September 2021 the NOB
decided to refer the decision to reschedule the 87th Legion Congress to the NEC.
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
As indicated above the date of the 87th Legion Congress was discussed and it was agreed that new
date will be determined once more clarity is received from the RCEL with regards the date of their
congress. It was decided that the Legion Congress should take place two weeks after the RCEL
congress. It was further agreed that any amendments to the Constitution and By-laws are to be
submitted to the National Secretary by 31 March 2021 for inclusion in the Agenda for the 87th Legion
Congress.
Branches are also encouraged to submit ideas for memorabilia for both the RCEL Centenary Congress
as well as the 87th Legion Congress.
CEREMONIAL AND DISCIPLINE
There have been no ceremonial activities since 27 March 2020 and it is envisaged that the status quo
will be maintained for the foreseeable future. The Code of Conduct was approved at the 19 May 2020
meeting of the NOB and has been included in the new Members Handbook. Each member will be
required to sign the Code of Conduct (see the next page) with the original being kept by the branch a
copy handed to the member. New members will be required to sign the Code of Conduct during
induction. A Certificate of Appointment, as well as a Badge of Office for members of the NOB and NEC,
is being proposed.
COMMUNICATION
While all the Facebook Pages were very active during May the activities on the International Page
declined during June. There was however an increase 167 in the membership on the South African
page during June. The April edition of Springbok was posted on the ISSUU website and a link thereto
included in both the May and June editions of Military Dispatches. On the International Page the Story
on Gen J. C. Smuts, 150, 1870 to 2020 reached 16 380 people (had 1 87 engagements, 110 comments
and was shared by 71 people), A tribute to the brave South African sailors as part of the 75 th
anniversary of VE Day reached 11 168 people (had 730 engagements, 21 comments were posted and
were shared by 51 people) while NHQ story on the 75th anniversary of VE Day reached 7 702 people
(371 engagements, 21 comments and was shared, 46 people).
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
CODE OF CONDUCT
As a member of the South African Legion, I commit myself to the Code of Conduct of the South
African Legion, which is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the well-being of all its
members and ensuring a positive and enjoyable experience for all.
I commit to the fact that the South African Legion is a non-sectarian, A-political and national
organisation for those who have served in this Country’s Army, Air Force, Navy, Medical Health
Service, Auxiliary Service, South African Police Service and or the services of her war-time allies.
I commit to the fact that the South African Legion stands for the solidarity and welfare of South Africa
and the furtherance of enduring peace, whilst actively recognising the necessity of preparedness for
the defence of our country.
I commit to the fact that the South African Legion perpetuates the memory of those who have died
for their country, fosters their spirit of self-sacrifice and comradeship among the living and safeguards
the interests of all ex-servicemen and women of whatever race, taking such steps as are necessary to
protect them and their dependents.
I commit to conduct myself in such a manner as to benefit the South African Legion. My conduct will
reflect the highest standards of good membership and will be based on the principles of honesty,
fairness, integrity and self-discipline.
I commit to foster a climate of tolerance and inclusion within the South African Legion. Sexual
harassment or discrimination based on race, gender, age, political affiliation or sexual orientation will
not be tolerated.
I commit to striving for the acceptance of others and to treating one and all with the necessary respect
and dignity and I further accept personal responsibility for my actions.
I accept that membership of the South African Legion is a privilege and not a right because of my
previous service in the Armed Forces, Auxiliary Service, Police Force, or war-time ally.
I commit to abide by the rules and regulations as articulated in the Constitution and By-laws of the
South African Legion and to perform my duties diligently and professionally.
I am prepared to subscribe to this Code of Conduct and will strive by all proper means to it in the good
name of the South African Legion.
I, Legionnaire S.W. Booth shall strive at all times to maintain high ethical standards and uphold this
Code of Conduct and its underlying values and in doing so shall co-operate with fellow Legionnaires’
to promote the good name of the South African Legion.
Certificate No_____ of ______
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MEMBERSHIP
Branches were required to submit their Nominal Rolls at the end of April 2020, unfortunately, some
branches either did not submit the Nominal Rolls, or the lists were incomplete. The review of the
nominal roll is all-important as this information determines how the organisation operates and
influences the strategic direction. All planning including budgeting starts with the number of members
on the books. Without this information management are not in control of the organisation and
500
strategic direction cannot
450
be fulfilled let alone
400
evaluated.
350
300
250
200
150
100
50
0
Brakpan Cape Town

From
the
available
Members
information received the
Ave Age
average age of the
members of the Legion is
69 years The Free State
and Gauteng Regions are
PMB
KimbeleyGrahamstown
the “youngest” with an
average age of 64 and Cape Town the “oldest” with an average age of 79 (see graph on the next page).
This raises the question, “what will the membership look like in five years?” From this information, it
is clear that we need to start rebuilding by recruiting new members. Naturally, this will not happen
without a clear strategy from management providing the members on the ground with the tools to
recruit the next generation of Legionnaires.
WELFARE
Notwithstanding the restrictions placed on branches during the lockdown which limited some welfare
activities, the Legion once again was able to live up to its motto, “Not for Ourselves, But for Others”
by providing welfare to fellow veterans in need. Branches provided support in the form of assistance
with transport, food parcels, food vouchers, furniture, groceries, meals-on-wheels, medical assistance
and subsidising of accommodation. The assistance rendered equated to around R 73 000.00.
COUNCIL OF MILITARY VETERANS ORGANISATION OF SOUTH AFRICA
The Council of Military Veterans Organisations (CMVO) is currently
awaiting nominations for the post of Secretary-General, Communications
and Honorary Life Presidents and Vice Presidents. The Department of
Military Veterans (DMV) intends decentralising the administration of
education support in an attempt to speed up the process. The CMVO
intends establishing a national footprint to better serve military veterans
at the provincial and metro level. Office bearers for these structures will be elected from the ranks of
the local veteran organisations.
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S COLUMN – LGR BRIAN KLOPPER
Dear MOTH Munnik,
Re: 93rd Anniversary of the MOTH
Please convey kudos from the South African Legion to your wider
membership on the MOTH Order having reached this signal and
auspicious milestone.
The MOTH enjoys conspicuous and deservedly high-profile status
among military veterans’ associations in South Africa. I speak for
all members of the South African Legion when I say that we look
forward to another 93 years of kindred association with the
MOTH and all the fine work that it does to promote the wellbeing
of military veterans.
There are a good many South African Legionnaires who are also
members of the MOTH and when these dual members attend
parades or memorial services, the three noble ideals of the Order and the credo of the Legion are
jointly uppermost in their minds. MOTH 0 would be proud to see just how far the Order has come and
how steadfast it holds to the Three Ideals.
So; long live the MOTH Order and all who serve therein.
Warm regards and YUTTH,
Lgr. B.C. Klopper
SA Legion: National President
MOTH
8th May 2020.
To: All Legionnaires and Kindred Associations
Dear Legionnaires and Friends,
75 years ago on this day, good triumphed over evil. Nazi Germany surrendered unconditionally to the
Allies and thus ended a just war against the forces of genocidal tyranny and oppression in Europe.
Today, we remember and celebrate that Victory in Europe.
I have no intention of foisting a history lesson on you. We are all au fait with the course and outcome
of the war in Europe. What is important, is that we pay homage to the 580.000 British and
Commonwealth servicemen and women who made the supreme sacrifice so that we, their
descendants, could live in freedom and dignity. Equally important, is that we celebrate and cherish
those soldiers, sailors and air force personnel who survived the conflict. We are blessed to have them
in our midst and our debt of gratitude to them is consummate. Sadly, there are those among these
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surviving heroes and heroines who live in
necessitous circumstances. It is our duty
and privilege to assist them as best we
can, thereby ensuring that they do not fall
victim to poverty and indignity.
For as long as organisations like the Royal
British Legion, South African Legion, Royal
Canadian Legion and the Returned
Services Associations in Australia and
New Zealand endure, our surviving World
War II veterans will be cherished and
assisted whenever the need arises.
It would be remiss, I think, to forget the
role played by the armed forces of the
Soviet Union in the victory over fascism in
Europe. No fewer than 11 million Soviet The VE Day 75 emblem.
servicemen and women made the
supreme sacrifice during what they preferred to call the Great Patriotic War.
Our debt of gratitude to those who stood fought and died outside Moscow and at Stalingrad and Kursk
is profound indeed. The defeats they inflicted on Nazi Germany in these epic battles, bled it white.
The South African Legion salutes the fallen and celebrates those who survived a just war. We will never
forget you!
Lgr. B.C. Klopper
SA Legion: National President

REGIONAL NEWS
KWAZULU-NATAL
The recent declaration of the State of Disaster and subsequent implementation of the National
Lockdown has greatly affected the normal routine operation of all branches, but they are all doing
everything possible to keep functioning away from their offices.
The only matter of consequence is that regarding the recent resignation (again) of the Lower South
Coast Branch’s Chairman, Stuart Holmes and his wife, Barbara Holmes, who was the Treasurer.
Although there are other alleged reasons for dissatisfaction, I believe this decision was mainly brought
about due to their ill-health. The former Chairman and Vice-Chairman of many years, Lgr Gerry
Gregory and the Secretary, Lgr David Alderson-Smith have kindly agreed to take up the reins until they
hold their AGM, which had been postponed due to the Covid-19 Lockdown. I’m confident that in
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Gerry’s capable hands the status of that Branch will shortly return to normal, and wish to thank Lgrs
Gerry and David in advance for all that they will be doing to ensure this.
UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE
Membership. Presently at 124, with additional members to be added to our records once our server
move is complete. As per our report from March 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic ensured no external
events were conducted. However, the committee and workgroups, as well as social interaction, took
place on virtual platforms, and this facet of interaction ensured our activities continued to grow.
Milestones to date:

Our VE Day Parade was held virtually, with attendees from as far away as Port Shepstone.
Standard Bearers performed their drills where possible, and the streaming of these drills lent much to
the event.

Our interaction with other Veteran groups continues to grow, with the SAL arranging
combined virtual social and working group virtual meetings. The SAL UK & Europe will shortly be
launched on the Veterans Gateway, as part of our participation in Veteran Support across our region.

Our Brotherhood initiative now has an additional office managed by our Legion Padre, Craig
Esterhuizen.

Our Membership Hub includes a full Case Support infrastructure, and ongoing training under
the UK support structures will allow trained ‘first responders’ to manage initial support. At present we
are getting around 2 requests a month through the Police and NHS alone.

In addition to the unveiling of the SA Legion Plaque inside the Richmond Chapel, we have also
requested and received permission to submit plans for a South African Legion memorial to be placed
on the Chapel Circle at Richmond.

The Legion has received the ticket allocation for the Cenotaph parade, and will once again be
marching in its own right in this parade.
Future Events - It must be noted that with the trend of the Covid-19 pandemic and the distinct
possibility of a second spike, there are no confirmed events other than the Cenotaph Parade for the
rest of this year, and this will be reviewed regularly.

BRANCH NEWS
BLOEMFONTEIN
As usual Bloemfontein Branch functions efficiently as it is run responsibly with proper financial
management by the general committee and excellent office administration by the branch secretary.
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All relevant matters about the Branch are
reported on during the WhatsApp meetings, this
includes monthly financial statements by the
bookkeeper. It enables the committee to make
the necessary decisions and take the necessary
steps to keep the Branch running smoothly. Our
committee meeting was held on 8 June 2020 with
all committee members in attendance. Lgr. W
Janse van Rensburg was elected as vice Chairman
on 24 February 2020. We ensure that our
veterans and/or widows are well looked after in
the pleasant surroundings of Springbok Park.
Welfare. The welfare of R20 000 was given to
provide qualifying veterans and families with
food parcels.
Membership. No new members have joined the
branch and two members have passed to Higher
Service, Lgrs. HA Hammer and EWA Human. We
currently have 45 Members.
Distribution of food parcels by the Bloemfontein Branch.
Ex Volunteers Housing Organization. The finances of this well-run entity are sound. Maintenance is
done as and when required. The garden/terrain is tended to weekly due to the Lockdown.
Functions. All functions have been postponed. The church services will resume as soon as the
Lockdown is lifted.
Commemoration services. The preparations for the commemoration services are on course. The
Delville Wood service is planned for 12 July 2020 (Lockdown Restrictions permitting) and the
Remembrance Day service is planned for 8 November 2020.
CAPE TOWN
Membership. The previous report confirmed the Membership of the branch at 403. The branch is
currently doing an audit of paid-up and outstanding membership fees of members, to confirm the
above-mentioned figure. Although there are 30 new members to be inducted at an appropriate date,
when lockdown levels permit, it is noticeable that quite a few members are in arrears in membership
fees. The branch is hesitant to amend the current number of members based on arrear membership
fee status. The collections department is rather contacting the said members to ascertain the reasons
and what can be done to alleviate the situation, rather than losing the membership. Several members
have paid double fees in May to offset arrears, which is encouraging in this time of financial strain.
The Branch has approved that once a member attains the age of 80, membership fees are not levied,
but rather subsidized by the branch.
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Parades. Due to the covid-19 lockdown, parades over the last period have not been held/attended.
Events and socials. With the Coronavirus pandemic, the measure has been put in place to sensitize
residents and spell out measures to cease with gatherings and functions. The Government lockdown
rules have been adhered to.
Independent living – Rosedale. The lockdown has proved challenging. Despite the majority of the
residents falling into the at-risk category, getting residents to comply with the lockdown regulations
has proved difficult. Some measures have been implemented to minimise the risk including:





Staff have been divided into two 7 day shifts to provide continuity in the event of infection
amongst staff
Staff are being transported to and from work
The daily meal is delivered to residents
A home shopping service has been introduced so that residents do not have to leave the
premises unnecessarily

To date, we have had two confirmed cases of the virus amongst residents and none amongst the staff.
Both residents have recovered without being hospitalised.
Given the impact of the virus on interest rates, investment returns and on employment and that many
residents rely on financial support from their families, the executive committee agreed to postpone
the rental increase due April to October 2020.
The above measures come at a cost which has not yet been quantified but as an example, fuel is
costing approximately R9000pm.
In addition to the Covid19 challenge, on Thursday 11 June there was a fire in the staff quarters.
Fortunately, there were no injuries but there was extensive damage to two of the rooms and a
bathroom. Staff have been relocated to vacant accommodation in the main building and a claim has
been lodged with our insurers.
It has been pleasing to see staff rise to the challenge and they are to be commended for this.
Rosedale facilities upgrade.
The “Rosedale Club” facility which was approved for an
upgrade/renovation, will only commence with construction, when level 2 lockdown is in effect, to
avoid the danger of spreading the virus among the elderly residents, based on the report in item 4.
Veteran groups in the region. Since the last interaction with SACCRA before the pandemic lockdown,
3 other veteran groups have communicated with the branch, mostly enquiring about assistance. When
conditions permit, we will be having a communication session at their request with the SAKK Brigade,
Association of Military.
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Veterans (WC) and a group of MK veterans from Highbury Est at the SA Legion Branch HQ at Rosedale.
Limited assistance to SACCRA was given in the form of foodstuffs to help those in need living in the
HQ of SACCRA in Athlone.
Lgr Walter Brewis.
Lgr Walter Brewis, a
Second World War
veteran, member of
the Cape Town
Branch celebrated
his 95th birthday on
28 May 2020.
Walter served with
the Cape Town
Highlanders during
World War Two.
Due
to
the
lockdown, Walter
Article that appeared in a local newspaper.
was unable to join
the rest of the
branch at Rosedale for a birthday celebration. However, with the move to Level Three on 1 June, the
family was able to organise a surprise “party” for him. Accompany by a piper from the Cape Town
Highlanders family and friends gathered at the drive-through gate on 4 June 2020.
Conclusion. While we have not yet recommenced our delivery of “goody bags” to veterans at the
homes and shelters we support, we have started providing casual relief to veterans.
CAPE CANOPY
Like the rest of the Legion, the Cape Canopy held its last meeting, the AGM, on 12 March 2020. Since
then members have stayed in touch with one another using social media and other technology. Doing
regular checks amongst themselves to ensure that members remain positive and in high spirits. One
member was assisted with the provisioning of a food parcel to the value of R 900.00. All members are
in the process of joining the Legion as well. Should the regulations sufficiently be relaxed Cape Canopy
is planning three important Paratroop events for the rest of the year. They are also planning a range
of clothing for their members.
LOWER SOUTH COAST
The story behind tent city is two
people Eugene Saunders and his
Partner Alet Swart who started
helping homeless people they found
on the street so they took them back
their home in Margate put a tent up Enjoying a meal in the tent city.
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in the yard. The moral of the story they would get a phone call from the Family welfare and the hospital
to help hundreds of families looking for help the house was too small, so they moved to a farm just
opposite san lamer Golf course where they try to help. They had started to grow their vegs and relay
of the help of the locals, the homeless are veterans and non-veteran child and the elderly. For more
please visit. https://www.facebook.com/tentcity.southcoast
NORTH COAST
Members of the North Coast Branch held a “business” meeting on Saturday 27 June 2020. It was
attended by 11 members. The meeting was followed by a bring and braai.
PRETORIA
Thanks to the efforts of the Communication Officer who regularly communicate with the members of
then branch it can be reported that all the members are well, safe and healthy. The standard of the
branch was displayed at the Virtual CMVO Annual Memorial Service that was recorded at the SADF
Wall of Remembrance at the Voortrekker Monument and streamed on Sunday 31 May 2020. The
branch has also been invited to send a standard-bearer with the branch standard to attend the placing
of the ashes of the late Gen Viljoen in the wall at the Voortrekker Monument on Saturday 4 July 2010.
Lgr André Le Grange will represent the branch.
The Welfare Officer, Lgr Bazil Kriel, and his team have been hard at work rendering assistance to a
member of the branch in need of assistance. Some furniture and groceries were purchased and
delivered. With the assistance of the Westview Methodist Church Women’s Auxiliary warm clothes,
blankets and a parcel of groceries were also delivered. The branch will monitor the situation and
continue to provide support.
Due to the current restrictions, there will not be a Battle of Delville Wood Memorial Service in Pretoria
this year.
STRAND
A new management committee has recently been elected. Priority at present is to upgrade some of
the flats with flats one and seven first inline. However, the lockdown has hampered the renovations,
but are now back on track. Covid has also had an influence on the residence with two (JC and Estelle)
stranded in Australia and the sister of one (Jenny from Wales) stranded in South Africa. With medical
assistance at a premium in the area, management agreed that Jenny (a qualified nurse) assist the living
inns.
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COMMEMORATING VE DAY 75 IN SOUTH AFRICA

16

COMMEMORATIONS
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY IN EUROPE – VE DAY
South Africa. Friday 8 May 2020 the 75th anniversary
of the end of World War Two in Europe, known as
VE Day, will be celebrated across the World. Under
normal circumstances, many veteran organisations
would have commemorated the day with some form
of ceremony in many cities and towns. As in the First
World War South Africa played a major role in just
about every theatre of World War Two. In terms of
the current lockdown, there will be no formal
ceremonies to commemorate the 75th anniversary
of the end of World War Two in Europe on Friday 8
May 2020 in South Africa (and many other
countries). Let us not forget the sacrifices made by
South Africans of all races to achieve victory. So on
Friday 8 May 2020 veterans posted photos in
veteran attire paying a compliment, ie saluting in
honour of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.
The United Kingdom. On Friday 8th May the SA

National Vice President, Lgr Brian Smith, paying a
Legion hosted a Virtual VE Day Commemoration.
compliment to the fallen during the VE Day 75.

Despite the current limitation on movement,
veterans and relatives all over were determined to pay their respects to the ‘Greatest Generation’ and
to note that although VE Day signified the end of the war in Europe, the conflict continued to rage
until later that year. Joined by Brother Veterans Organisations the service started at 10h55. Standard
Drill was provided by Brian Parry, and noted were the standard-bearers who participated via video.
Our thanks to those who participated in the call, including those who connected from outside the UK
and Europe Region.

REMEMBERING D DAY AND THE EXTREME BRAVERY OF QUITE MANY SOUTH AFRICANS
WHO TOOK PART IN IT.
Two South Africans seconded to the Royal Marines were awarded the Military Cross for gallantry on
D-Day. This is the citation for one of them Lieutenant Cecil Arthur Douglas Bircher, South African
Forces (attached to the Royal Marines).
“Lieutenant Bircher was Officer Commanding Troops in a Landing Craft Tank known as an LCT(A)
carrying part of his troop. The craft engines broke down and it was towed from a position off the Isle
of Wight to the assault area by an LCT and an LCI. On 6th June 1944 when approaching the beach at
Bernieres-sur-Mer these crafts had to cast off the LCT(A) which was left drifting sideways in a strong
tide about 150 yards from the beach. Although there was a heavy sea running and the beach was still
under close-range fire, Lieutenant Bircher, without hesitation plunged into the water and swam about
17
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100 yards to the shore with the beach
lines. On arrival on the beach, he
secured the lines to some stakes,
enabling his craft to the beach, and
disembarked his section of Centaur
tanks. He subsequently led his section
from the Canadian Sector in which he
had landed into the sector of the 50th
(N) Division to which he was attached
although enemy opposition persisted
between the two sectors. Throughout
the operation, Lieutenant Bircher
showed personal courage of the
highest order and unflinching
determination in the most adverse
conditions to get his guns into action at
the right time and place.”
The chosen image shows Royal Marine
Commandos of 47 (RM) Commando Royal Marine Commandos of 47 (RM) Commando coming ashore
coming ashore from LCAs (Landing from LCAs (Landing Craft Assault) on Jig Green beach, Gold area, 6
Craft Assault) on Jig Green beach, Gold June 1944.
area, 6 June 1944. LCTs unloading
priority vehicles of 231st Brigade, 50th Division, can be seen in the background.
This is pretty much the situation Lt Bircher would have found himself in with his unit of Royal Marines
and their tanks in an LCT waiting to disembark.
Image copyright – Imperial War Museum. Caption and citation reference ‘South Africa’s D Day
Veterans’ by Cdr W.M. Bisset – SA Naval Museum, Story for the South African Legion by Peter Dickens.

OTHER STORIES
Allan Williams posted the following on the South African Legion Facebook Page.
I note the concerns raised by a member below regarding his membership fees, how they are used and
the circumstances some veterans find themselves in. I have a question in that sadly it seems all of our
efforts are in vain when divided as they currently are. There are several SA veteran groups which if we
were able to all become one as part of the SA Legion, we would have more buying power and be able
to better support veterans all over SA and provide social and emotional support to each other. I say
this because having served in South Africa, then in New Zealand and living in Australia I would like to
be a part of the Legion and I am sure there are many more like-minded people who would like to join
and contribute. I would be happy to support the Legion and veterans because the Legion is recognised
worldwide, it has credibility and purpose, it links us to the commonwealth we fought alongside. With
all these splinter groups, your effort and funds are divided, we struggle for recognition so I say, expand
the SA Legion Commonwealth Membership Group, let’s unite under this one recognised banner, use
our membership fees to support those veterans who sacrificed so much. How about it?
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After all, the purpose is clear - After suffering the horrors of war in France and Flanders, thousands of
men who fought on the British side in World War One underwent incredible hardship once they had
been discharged from the armed services and returned to civilian life.
Realising the serious plight in which men found themselves, three prominent soldiers - Field Marshall
Earl Haig, General the Rt. Hon. J C Smuts and General Sir H T Lukin - founded the British Empire Service
League (BESL) at an inaugural meeting held in the City Hall, Cape Town on 21 February 1921.
The South African branch was titled ‘British Empire Service League (South Africa) but in April 1941, in
deference to the pro-war and anti-war factions in the country, the name was changed to the South
African Legion of the BESL. In 1952 it was again altered, this time to the South African Legion of the
British Commonwealth.
The BESL aimed to provide care, employment and housing. In South Africa, the Legion was equal to
the challenge. It built on the foundation and continued this good work after World War Two.
Thousands of men and women have been assisted in all manner of means and this work carries on
today. Former National Servicemen and those who were part of the Armed Struggle are assisted with
advice and direction.
Let’s expand the Legion and let’s support each other under one banner as Jan Smuts intended.

SOUTH AFRICA AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR – Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
During the Second World War, South Africans served all over the world and in many roles. They served
in the infantry and artillery, in the air and at sea, in nursing and medical services, as engineers, in
railway and signal companies and service and labour corps. Many died far from their home country
and their contribution to the Allied war effort was significant.
At the outbreak of the Second World War, South Africa once more pledged its support to Britain,
entering the war on 6 September 1939. The nation did not mobilise its forces outside South Africa
until Italy entered into the war in June 1940, when South African troops joined other Commonwealth
forces in operations against Italian-held Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) and Somaliland.
During the campaign, which involved more than 30,000 South Africans, the experience was gained in
desert warfare that would prove invaluable. South African forces fought major battles in North Africa,
Ethiopia, Madagascar and Italy. They played an important role in the decisive Battle of El Alamein in
Egypt in October 1942.
South Africans also fought in the air, including in the South African Air Force and at sea. As well as
helping to patrol the vital African coasts, many served in the Royal Navy.
The CWGC commemorates more than 11,900 people who died while serving with South African forces
during the Second World War.
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RELATED CEMETERIES & MEMORIALS
El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt, is the final resting place of some 7,240 Second World War
Commonwealth servicemen including more than 490 South African servicemen. At one end of the
cemetery stands the Alamein Memorial which commemorates some 11,860 Second World War
Commonwealth servicemen, including some 1,230 of South Africa, who died in the North African
campaign and have no known grave.
Castiglione South African Cemetery, Italy, is the final resting place of some 500 Second World War
Commonwealth servicemen including more than 400 South African servicemen.
Knightsbridge War Cemetery, Libya, is the final resting place of some 3,650 Second World War
Commonwealth servicemen, including some 420 South African servicemen.
Malta Memorial, Malta. 171 members of the South African Air Force that have no known grave are
commemorated on this memorial.
Plymouth Naval Memorial, United Kingdom. 225 members of the South African Naval Forces who
have no known grave are commemorated on this memorial.

THE SPRINGBOK RUGBY SIDE THAT DOES NOT APPEAR IN OFFICIAL RECORDS
An international rugby team that played five matches remaining unbeaten, and who in their way, did
as much to enhance the reputation of South African rugby, as any overseas touring side. It was a team
that proudly took the field wearing the green and gold and won every “international” match played in
a prison camp at Mühlberg-on-Elbe in Germany in the spring of 1944. The team having being selected
from only 700 South Africans soldiers in a total strength of nearly 12 000 prisoners-of-war being held
at the camp. Their playing record was - Beat a Combined New Zealand/Australian side, 21 – 0. Beat a
Combined England, Scotland and Ireland side, 14 – 3. Beat Wales, 14 – 3. Beat a Combined Rest of the
World side, 9 – 0 and Beat Wales, 3 – 0.
A word about the Stalag IVb Springboks that did so well, for the team included eight players who had
represented their provinces in South Africa – two Natal, two Eastern Province, two from Border, one
Northern Transvaaler and one from South-Western Districts, with the balance being made up of firstteam club players from Hamilton - Sea Point, Crusaders – Port Elizabeth, Police, Buffaloes – East
London, Diggers – Johannesburg, Albany – Grahamstown and many from the country districts. The
side was captained Barend Van Der Merwe, a pre-war Natal scrum-half, who was awarded the Military
Medal for bravery at Tobruk, and who during the war years developed into a fine flank forward,
remembered today by his nick-name “Fiks”, who in 1949 gained his official Springbok colours in the
First Test at Newlands against 1949 All Blacks. The team was coached by Noel Robertson, a former
Junior Springbok, who had toured the Argentine in 1932.
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El Alamein War Cemetery.

FCastiglione South African Cemetery

Knightsbridge War Cemetery.
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No sooner had the prisoners-of-war, having been transferred from Italy to Stalag IVb settled down,
and getting over the disappointment of being captured, when that their thoughts turned to sport. A
“Hut” league was formed, with committees, selectors and referees appointed. More than thirty huts
entered teams and the men were from all parts of the British Isles and the Dominions, as South Africa,
Australia and New Zealand, were then called. There were also teams from the United States, with
each hut team playing under a name such as Wanderers, Barbarians, Rovers, Swifts, Harlequins, and
United, etc.
Just when everything was
ready, the snows came and
epidemics of infectious
diseases in the camp
brought on a ban of all sport.
This was when the South
Africans did not stop their
planning, for the selectors,
drew up a comprehensive
list of available players,
seeded them and verified
their records from home,
and we're ready for the
tournament when the time
was called. Of interest, a D.
Katzeff, was elected as
President of the South Africa Rugby Club in the camp?
The South African supporters were also very active, especially those from Natal making elaborate
plans for a Zulu war-dance to precede each match. Thousands of cigarettes went to the black market
to buy black grease paint and various odds and ends to equip the Zulu warriors. Amateur carpenters
and tailors worked long hours making shields, assegais, and all the trimmings and trappings required
for the “Impi’s” to perform Stalag IVb, had previously been a Russian slave labour camp and the playing
field was a hard corrugated piece of land, which were once the lime pits of the buried Russian
labourers.
The ingenuity of prisoners-of-war was legend. The jersey was made from Red Cross issue vests
adapted by one of the prisoners who was a tailor by profession. To simulate the green – there were
plenty of discarded olive-green Russian overalls lying around and these were boiled up together with
the vests and military long stockings to produce the main colour. A willing Medical Corp prisoner
produced the gold colouring, by boiling up anti-malaria tablets, resulting in a liquid mixture, which was
applied to the collars and stockings tops. Italian white underpants were used for the shorts, whilst
the Springbok badge was hand-stitched on to the jersey. Even boots did not produce a problem, for
they used normal army issue boots, removing the heels, and from these they fashioned studs. For
bootlaces, they whipped the string out of the Red Cross parcel and that was that!
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Malta Memorial.

Plymouth Naval Memorial.
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For the match against Wales, a hand-written souvenir programme was produced in colour, with the
Springbok head and the heraldic badge of the Prince of Wales displayed on the front page, with the
teams listed inside as well as a page for the programme which showed: Military Band at 2.30, Teams
presented to Major White – The Senior British Officer at 2.55 and Kick-Off at 3.00.
Somewhat surprisingly, there
was a notice contained in the
programme of a social
evening
to
be
held
afterwards, at the “Empire
Theatre”. This was a hut kept
vacant especially, despite
crowding in other huts, for
concert evenings. NB. There
was no beer, only tea in mugs
and snacks of German bread
and biscuits obtained from
Red Cross parcels, but it was
considered a fitting banquet
to an international match and
Entrance to STALAG IV B.
wound up to the strains of
the song “Sarie Marais”.
It was only after the victory against Wales that the South Africans agreed to play against the “The
Rest”, a side picked from all the rugby playing countries. The date selected being the 31st May, in
those days celebrated as Union Day so it was decided by the whole camp that it would be an all-South
African day in Stalag IVb – a church service in the morning, followed by a P.T. display, given by picked
South Africans, with the big match in the afternoon which, as had become normal, being preceded by
the display of the well-rehearsed Zulu “Impi’s” to get our avid supporters in good spirits. The spirit of
the Stalag IVb Springboks and the difficulties they overcame was worthy of the green and gold jersey.
There is a wonderful photograph of the team on record. This was arranged by bribing a young German
guard with plenty of black market cigarettes.
To round off this tale, much of the information that has been used is from an article which appeared,
after the war, in the then-popular local magazine “The Outspan” of the 14 June 1946, written by Eric
Cowling, who was one of the prisoners-of-war at Stalag IVb. It was my good fortune to get to know
him well, in later years, and in a way this article is a tribute to him, for he was a stalwart of HamiltonSea Point Rugby Club for well over fifty years, being of a generation that made sure that we, the young
Under-19 players were well looked after, properly kitted out, driven in style to away matches and
taken back to the Hamilton’s Clubhouse, for a beer or more which we were treated to, and being told
to “bugger-off” at the appropriate time, before we got out of hand.
B. R. Forsyth
First Published 2005 (Sixtieth anniversary of the end of World War 2).
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Stalag IV B was the largest POW camp on German soil during the Second World War and was opened
in September 1939. From 1939 to 1944, captured soldiers from 33 nations passed through the camp.
Stalag IV B was liberated by the Red Army on 23 April 1945. 3 000 internees perished in the camp due
to sickness and life circumstances. The people who died in Stalag IV B were buried in a cemetery in
Neuburxdorf.

LESSER KNOWN SOUTH AFRICAN FIRST WORLD WAR HEROES
Published in “116688 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE” dated 8 October 1918.
2213 Pte E. H. Andersen. SAMC. For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty and coolness under
fire when his Commanding Officers and six were hit and he was suffering from a high fever at the time.
607 L Cpl I. W. Arendse, Cape Corps. For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This NCO when
his officer and machine-gun crew had been either killed or wounded, and the gun out of action and
left dangerously near the enemy exposed to heavy machine-gun fire, made gallant attempts to recover
it, and ultimately doing so, and thereafter efficiently handling it against the enemy. Every time this
NCO has been in action he has been highly spoken off. .
9 CSM D. J. Brown, Cape Corps. For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This Warrant Officer
has shown great devotion to duty. He took the place of a wounded officer, and colly and efficiently
commanded a machine gun section during a day’s fighting, and subsequently set a splendid example
to his men whom he has always had under excellent control. He is a very valuable Warrant Officer.
688 Pte C. Carlse, Cape Corps. For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When severely
wounded he remained with and kept in action his machine gun until relieved, and when his comrades
wanted to carry him out of action he refused their assistance telling them to remain with the gun.

SADF SLANG GLOSSARY
The old South African Defence Force used a mixture of English, Afrikaans, slang and techno-speak that
few outside the military could hope to understand. Some of the terms were humorous, some were
clever, while others were downright crude. Acknowledgement Military Despatches, Vol 35 May 2020.
SADF Slang Glossary Part One. Click on the link below or copy it to your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF-97nqtHh8
SADF Slang Glossary Part Two. Click on the link below or copy it to your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bL5H2Id2xYQ
SADF Rank Structure. Click on the link below or copy it to your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbbFMz8JzRM
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OBITUARIES
BRAKPAN
Lgr Maurice Clement Errera
CAPE TOWN
Penny Holmes, wife of Lgr David Holmes
EAST LONDON
Lgr Simon Blanchard
PORT ELIZABETH
Lgr J Bartlett
SOWETO
Lgr B E Mntambo
UNITED KINGDOM
Lgr Jean-Louis Winard
Sharon Branley. It was with great shock and profound regret that the South African Legion UK &
Europe Regional Executive received news of the sudden passing of Sharon Branley, partner of Lgr Theo
Fernandes, on the evening of Saturday, 30th May. On behalf of all members, we extend our deepest
condolences to Theo, Shauna, Oisin, Linda, and family and wish them all much fortitude in their grief.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to them with the assurance that the Legion will do all that it can to
support and comfort them during their bereavement.

Lgr B E Mntambo

Lgr Maurice Clement Errera
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
Springbok, the Journal of the South African Legion of Military Veterans, ISSN number
2221-9854, is the responsibility of the Communication Officer Lgr Charles Ross.
Body text was set in Calibri 11 and headers, Calibri 12 pt.

SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION STRUCTURE
Branches:
• Alexandria
• Atteridgeville
• Benoni
• Bloemfontein
• Botshabelo
• Brakpan
• Cape Canopy
• Cape Town
• Central Wits
• Durban
• East London
• England
• Europe
• Grahamstown
• Kagiso-West Rand

Patron in Chief:
President of the Republic of South Africa
Past Presidents for Life:
• Lgr Jurie Van der Merwe
• Lgr Chris PC de B Venter
Honorary Life Vice Presidents:
• Lgr Jurie van der Merwe
• Lgr Peter Swindell
• Lgr Arthur Blake
• Lgr Bazil Kriel
• Lgr Rick Andriès
• Lgr Quentin Gibson
National President: Lgr Brian Klopper.
National V/President: Lgr Brian Smith.
National Treasurer: Lgr (Me) Marina Seabrook.
National Secretary: Lgr Riana Venter van Zyl.
National Liaison/Membership: Lgr Mark Louw.
National Wellbeing: Lgr Rees Davies.
National Ceremonial/Discipline: Lgr Shaun Booth.
National Communication: Lgr Charles Ross.

SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION,
PO Box 1936, Houghton, 2041
Tel: 010 595 4222
reception@salegion.org
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Regional Chairmen:
• Eastern Cape: Vacant.
• Free State: Lgr Jurie Van
Der Merwe.
• Gauteng: Lgr Mark Louw
• Kwa-Zulu Natal: Lgr Rick
Andriés
• UK & Europe: Lgr Cameron
Kinnear
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kimberley
King Williams Town
Kroonstad
Lower South Coast
North Coast
Pietermaritzburg
Port Alfred
Port Elizabeth
Pretoria
Rooiplaas
Scotland
Soweto
Strand
Virtual

