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The stand of the South African legion at the Annual Midmar Mile Swimming
Competion which was manned by members of the Legion.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
2020 will once again be an exciting year for the South African
Legion. Not only will members of the Legion be assisting in the
planning of the centenary congress of the Royal
Commonwealth Es-Services League (RCEL) in Cape Town at the
end of February – early March 2021, but will also be planning
the centenary celebrations of the Legion. This will take place
after the RCEL centenary celebrations on 22 March 2021.
Certainly, something to look forward to.
After a rather slow start to the year, February proved to be a
busy month for several branches. In South Africa, the Durban
Branch kept the Legion flag flying high and proud at the annual
Midmar Mile swimming competition while Europe and the
United Kingdom Branch was very active in many commemoration services. Well done to all those
involved in these events. All these events and activities once again contributed I making this first
edition of 2020 a bumper edition.
The Communication Portfolio is currently looking at a wider distribution of the Springbok. Currently
it is distributed to branches for distribution to members. It is further posted on the ISSUU website
where it currently have a number of international readers. Options being pursued is to post a link to
the Springbok on the ISSUU website in other military magazines that is published electronically. One
such magazine is the Military Despatches that is published monthly and has a distribution of a few
thousand readers. In addition to the initial distribution it is further distributed by individuals.
Once thank you to all those that regularly contribute to the Springbok. Trust that you will enjoy
reading this edition as much as I enjoyed compiling it.

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS
During the period under review, two telephone conferences by members of the National Office
Bearers took place. Some of the items discussed include the updating of the Members Handbook

which is nearing completion and the newly approved name badge. The old badges are still germane,
but all new badges must be made according to the new specifications. SAL Branches are welcome to
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contact Izelle Potgieter at NHQAdmin@salegion.org for the PDF graphic design. Should Branches wish
NHQ to order the badges on their behalf, the cost per badge is R120.00, excluding courier costs. Please
contact Izelle Potgieter with your order.

A revised format for the Almanac which is to be submitted by branches by the end of April 2020. While
the Legion is no longer accepting applications for outstanding medals, there are still some applications
that were submitted before the decision taken at the 2018 Congress. As and when these are received
they are distributed.
COMMUNICATIONS PORTFOLIO
Following a rather "quiet" period the social media slowly recovered and more and more members
participated in the various Facebook Pages. Some very interesting stories were posted which resulted
in some positive exchanges. A small number of new members asked to join the various Facebook
Pages and currently, the South African page has 5 748, United Kingdom and Europe 285 and Canada
133 members. The February 2020 edition of Springbok is in the process of being finalised and should
be distributed by 8 March. It will also be posted on the ISSUU website.
Communication was also established with the President of the South African Cape Corps Regimental
Association (SACCRA), Mr August. It was recommended that as they are located in Cape Town that
they meet up with the Executive Committee of the Cape Town Branch. They appear to have a number
of challenges for which they need advice.
Regular features include the daily postings "on this day in the history of the SA Navy "by the SA Naval
heritage Trust and the weekly postings on Commonwealth War Graves Cemeteries where South
African casualties are buried.
The following posts had good responses:
“SS Mendi – The Untold Stories” 5 138 people reached.
“Their Name Live for Ever”. 4 848 people reached.
“Service held to Remember the Sinking of the SS Mendi”. 4 157 people reached.
“Former Minesweeper Crewman, Roy Cooper”. Received 101 likes.
“Tear Drop Memorial”. Received 52 likes.
“Group Captain Sir Douglas Bader”. Received 41 likes.
“SS Mendi Service in Noordwijk”. Received 29 likes.
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REGIONAL NEWS
GAUTENG
Health and safety checks are being carried out at the various Legion buildings in the region. The
Annual General Meeting of the Region is being planned. Branches in the region are urged to launch a
recruitment drive.
KWAZULU-NATAL
The Annual General Meeting of the Kwazulu-Natal Region of the South African Legion will take place
Ascot Conference Centre, Ascot, Pietermaritzburg over the period 13 to 15 March 2020. The National
President, Lgr Brian Klopper, will attend the conference. All the branches in the region will attend.

BRANCH NEWS
ALEXANDRIA
During the Annual General Meeting of the Alexandria Branch on Tuesday 5 February 2020 the
following committee was elected:
Lgr Basil Dukas – Branch Chairman.
Lgr Johann Smuts – Vice Chairman.
Lgr Mike White – Secretary.
Lgr Roy Gordon – Treasurer
Congratulations to the newly elected committee of the Alexandria Branch.
ATTERIDGEVILLE
On Sunday, 9 February, members of the Executive Committee met with their counterparts from the
Pretoria Branch to finalise the organisation of the Annual SS Mendi Memorial Service which is
scheduled for Sunday 1 March 2020. The Atteridgeville Branch members were brought up to speed
with the arrangements that have already been confirmed. It was agreed that the wreath would be
laid by the Chairman of Atteridgeville, who would also do the welcome. Members from Pretoria would
assist with the compilation of the welcome address.

CAPE TOWN (INCLUDING ROSEDALE)

Enjoying refreshments with learners from
Forres Preparatory School.

Forres Preparatory School. Thanks to Del’s close relationship
with Forres Preparatory School, we had fun ‘n games with the
Grade 7s on Friday 29 November who arrived under the
guidance of teachers Yakoub Sirkhoth and Sue Cloete. Thanks
also to the residents who gave up standing in queues to fight
for those Black Friday specials and joined the learners in the
Wreck Room over games of cards, chess and dominos.
Courtesy of the school, we were served scrumptious snacks
and tea/coffee and entertained with song and piano-playing. I
arranged with Yakoub Sirkhoth to run a competition amongst
the learners to write a short story on their impressions of the
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morning. The prize, a box of chocolate, was won by Saara and Maya and their composition is
reproduced here:
‘On Friday we had our final opportunity to go to Rosedale. We all brought treats and games. When we
got there, we sat at tables with some residents and spent time playing games and having wonderful
conversations. A few of us decided to sing and it was great! The residents also sang, which we
thoroughly enjoyed! Three learners wowed us with their piano skills. We had a fantastic time and even
though we will no longer be Forres students, we hope to go visit one day in the future.’
Kay-Dee Educare Centre. The little ones from
Odette Leach’s Kay-Dee Educare Centre brought
great delight to a large and very appreciative
audience in the lounge on the afternoon of 4
December. There were the well-known
Christmas carols; they also sang pata pata-type
songs accompanied by Slimko on his bongo
drum. All in all, a wonderful start to the festive
season. Then, a special treat - and follow-on to
what has become a tradition – a visit by Virgy
Johnson on 5 December when she and her music
friends entertained residents by way of her
tribute to her mom, Biddy Jackson who passed
away 7 August 2016. Those of you who never got Entertainment by the children from the Kay-Dee
to meet and know Biddy missed a real character Educate Centre.
and a simply lovely lady. The quartet played
some of the well-known melodies which had the residents’ toes tapping, after which tea and biscuits
were enjoyed by all. The lucky draw – a hamper – was won by Sue Bailey, and Del Davies and Irene
Wucherpfennig each won a bottle of wine, all courtesy of Virginia.
Christmas Carol Service. What has now
become a highly anticipated event – the
Christmas Carol Service – took place on
14 December and attracted a record
crowd. Father Christmas arrived as
promised and distributed sweeties to
the
200-strong
audience.
The
performance itself was led by Stephen
Leibbrandt to the accompaniment of the
band from St Peter’s Church, Fish Hoek,
with pianist Ralph Kelly and organist
“Father Christmas handing out sweets during the annual
Bronwen Lieth providing the musical
Christmas carol Service.
backing of the 13-strong choir. Carols
included favourites such as ‘O Come All Ye Faithful and Silent Night, with Stephen playing the haunting
intro on a harmonica. Tim Reilly read Luke 2: 8-21 from the Bible and Bishop Frank Retief, who had
travelled from Hermanus to do so, delivered the message. The group repaired to the Recreation Room
to enjoy boerie and frankfurter rolls.
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Upcoming Events: The following is recorded here:





15 February 2020. Fun Quiz.
29 February 2020. Rummage Sale
12 April 2020. Easter Sunday Service.
25 April 2020. Sing-Along Concert.

DURBAN
The planned 4-man skydive, with the SA National Flag, the English St George’s Flag and two Legion
banners, into the 2nd ODI cricket match against England on Friday, 7 February, unfortunately, did not
take place due to inclement weather. However, this is now planned as a night jump (around 19:30)
into the T20 match on Friday, 14 February.
Members of the Branch manned a
successful activation at the Midmar
Mile at Howick over the past
weekend, Saturday, 8 and Sunday, 9
February. We’re most grateful to
everyone who volunteered to help,
but especially those who were there
on both days. Saturday was very wet
and Sunday drier and hotter. We had
half a dozen models from Irene’s
Model Agency in Pietermaritzburg
walking around, offering temporary
Poppy Tattoos to swimmers and
spectators alike, for a small donation.
Members of the Durban Branch that manned the stand at the
We also had two boats, covered in
Midmar Mile Swimming Competion.
red and purple poppies, with licenced
skippers transporting members of the 8-mile club from the finish back to the start in time for the next
race. Floating trophies (and miniatures) were awarded by our Chairman, Lgr Bryan Doré, to the first
man and first woman to finish from the SANDF swimming team.
In collaboration with the SA Navy, Durban we will hold an SS Mendi Commemorative Service at the
Mendi Memorial outside the Maritime Museum at 10:30 on Sunday, 1 March.
Six members of the Durban Branch will be attending the KZN Provincial Conference to be held in
Pietermaritzburg on Saturday, 14 March.
NORTH COAST
The Charter for their new Branch was gratefully received recently from NHQ. They are in the process
of having a new Branch Banner made. They hold their monthly meeting and social on the last Saturday
each month, the first meeting of 2020 took place on 25 January and was followed by the second
7

PHOTOS OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE LEGION AT THE ANNUAL MIDMAR
MILE SWIMMING COMPETITION.
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meeting on 22 February. A
beach clean-up is scheduled
to take place this month. 2-3
members will attend the
Provincial Conference on 14
March.
PRETORIA
Members of the Executive
Committee met for the first
meeting of 2020 on 14
January. At the meeting
items such as the Poppy
Appeal 2019 was finalised
The Charter of the North Coast Branch of the Legion.
and the 10% payment to
National Headquarters was
approved. The program of events for the branch form 2020 was also finalised and distributed all
concerned.
On Sunday, 9 February, members of the Executive
Committee met with their counterparts from
Atteridgeville to finalise the SS Mendi Memorial
Service which is planned for 1 March. They were
briefed on those items that have been finalised.
Delegation of duties on the day was finalised.
The branch salutes Legionnaire "Rusty" Higgs who
completed his eighth 5-mile swim at this year's
annual Midmar Mile swimming event. "Bravo Zulu"
First branch meeting for 2020 took place on
Saturday, 15 February. The various sections
reported back on the activities planned for the year
as well as outstanding items from 2019. The main
item was that the branch finally now has its bank
account. At the meeting, it was agreed that Lgr's
Bazil and Brenda Kriel, who would be in Legionnaire “Rusty” Higgs.
Wolmaranstad over the period 28 – 29 February,
visit the Old Age Home. In October 2018 the branch donated a wheelchair to two World War 2
veterans in the home. They will provide a full report on their return, where after future involvement
would be discussed.
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COMMEMORATIONS
INTERNATIONAL INTELLIGENCE SERVICES DAY SERVICE
Bright and early on Sunday 9 February 2020 the South
African Intelligence Veterans Organisation (SAMIVA)
hosted the International Intelligence Services Day. The
service started at 06:00 at the Troepie Memorial at Fort
Klapperkop in Pretoria and was the first time that the day
was observed in South Africa. The day aims to
commemorate members of the Intelligence Corps who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in service. SAMIVA was
established in 2014 with the aim is to keep the traditions
of the South African Intelligence community alive.
Wreaths were laid by Military Attachés and various veteran
organisations. Member of the Mayoral Committee, Sakkie
du Plooy, WHO served as a chaplain during the 1980s also
laid a wreath. Lgr Kevin Bolton, a member of the Pretoria
Branch laid a wreath on behalf of the South African Legion.
Legionnaire Kevin Bolton laying a wreath on
SERVICE HELD TO REMEMBER THE SINKING OF SS MENDI
behalf of the Legion.

A service has taken place at Milton Cemetery in
Portsmouth to remember the South African troops who lost their lives in the sinking of SS Mendi in
February 1917.
Wreaths were laid by the South
African High Commissioner and
Lord Mayor of Portsmouth. The
Africappella choir sung during the
service. The Last Post was sounded
and silence held to remember the
616 men who were killed.
More than 800 soldiers from the
South African Native Labour Corps
were on board the SS Mendi when Wreaths Laid at the graves in the Milton Cemetery, Portsmouth.
it was hit by the larger SS Daro in
thick fog off the Isle of Wight. The Mendi was on the final leg of its 5,000-mile journey to Europe to
support Allied troops in World War 1.
The sinking of the ship was one of the worst maritime disasters in British history. Only a few bodies
were ever recovered.
9 soldiers are buried at Milton Cemetery in Portsmouth which is why service was held in the city to
remember the tragedy.
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PHOTOS OF THE SS MENDI SERVICE IN NOORWIJK, THE NETHERLANDS
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SS MENDI SERVICE IN NOORDWIJK, THE NETHERLANDS
On Friday, 21 February, the Embassy
commemorated the 103rd anniversary
of the sinking of the SS Mendi and
observed South Africa's Armed Forces
Day. Over 600 South African soldiers
perished when the SS Mendi sunk in the
English Channel on 21 February 1917.
Five soldiers from the 5th Battalion of
the South African Labour Contingent
are buried in the Commonwealth War
Lgr Andrew Bergman with attendees at the SS Mendi memorial
Graves Commission section of the
Service in Noordwijk, The Netherlands.
General Cemetery of Noordwijk.
During the First World, in the period September 1916 to January 1918, a total of 25, 000 black South
Africans enlisted for non-combatant labouring duties with the South African Native Labour Contingent
in support of the British forces in France. Black South African soldiers were not allowed to carry
weapons, were restricted to labour duties and had their movement confined based on their race.
Each time we hold such a memorial service, we honour the memory of those who perished on the SS
Mendi - for their courage, resilience and sacrifice in the face of adversity.
MAYOR VERKLEIJ LAYS A WREATH AT THE MEMORIAL OF SUNKEN SS MENDI.
This morning, 21 February, at the General Cemetery in Noordwijk was the commemoration of the
sunken ship the SS Mendi. Before the wreath-laying, there was a memorial service in the auditorium
at the cemetery. Various speakers, such as Mayor Wendy Verkleij, Historian Mark Sijlmans, President
of SA Legion Andrew Bergman and the embassy Republic of South Africa Olitha Lebelo took the floor...
The service was preceded by Andrew Taylor. The SS Mendi was a British passenger steamship built-in
1905. The sinking of the SS Mendi on February 21, 1917, became one of South Africa's worst tragedies
in World War I (1914-1919). A total of 616 South Africans died when the steamship sank into the
English channel en route to France. The incident happened in the early hours of February 21, 1917,
when another ship in dense fog, the SS Darro that was running at full speed and did not send any
warning signals, the SS Mendi rammed. The SS Mendi sailed from Cape Town on January 16, 1917, on
its way to La Havre in France. Six drowned crew members washed up in Noordwijk and finally got their
grave there.
THREE SHIPS SERVICE – PORT ELIZABETH
The PE Branch held its annual 3 Ships Memorial Service on Sunday 23/2/2020. All including members
of the Sea Cadets and the St John`s Ambulance Services remember those who perished at sea on the
SS Mendi, HMSAS Southern Floe and the SAS President Kruger. The above events all happened during
the same week but decades apart.
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THREE SHIPS SERVICE IN PORT ELIZABETH
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Lgr. Waldie Bartie did the welcoming with his focus on particularly the youth present. Referring to a
quote from the well-known poem In Flanders Fields by Lt. Col. McCrae: "To you, from failing hands,
we throw the torch: be yours to hold it high"
Lgr. Wolfaardt preceded wit prayers for the SA Legion, MOTH Order and Those at Sea. Reverend Canon
Mark Barth of St Paul`s Church - Branch Chaplain in his address also focussed on the youth explained
that all of us have hopes and expectations and this might carry on after our passing for instance. God
set us apart from the beginning just as in the case of war referring to those who unfortunately perished
in the tragedy that we are remembering today. Certain of our duties might change the cause of history
and lies in the youth`s hands.
Lastly, the Memoriam was done by the chairman of PE`s branch Lgr. T Pattison. Members of the Sea
Cadets lit candles in honour of all who paid the ultimate sacrifice. After the benediction, all departed
for harmony.
THREE SHIPS COMMEMORATION HONOURS SOUTH AFRICANS WHO PERISHED ‘IN WATERS DEEP’
RICHMOND UPON THAMES – On Saturday 22 February, Legionnaires from the South African Legion of
Military Veterans (the UK and Europe), the Royal British Legion, and representatives of
the Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTH) gathered at Richmond’s East Sheen cemetery for the annual
Three
Ships
Commemoration. We
also
commemorated
and gave thanks for the
courage and dedication
of the SA Medical Corps.
Following the chapel
service, the company,
led by the piper,
marched with standards
to the nearby South
African
Cenotaph,
where the SA Legion,
MOTH
General
The chapel service was led by Lgr Cameron Kinnear, SAL UK & EU Regional Chair Browning and Gazala
Shellholes,
and
a
and himself a survivor of the sinking of the SAS President Kruger
contingent from the
Countess
Mountbatten’s Own Legion of Frontiersmen laid wreaths, accompanied by standard-bearers from the
Royal British Legion.
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PHOTOS FROM THE THREE SHIPS SERVICE, RICHMOND, UNITED KINGDOM
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SS Mendi
At 5 am on 21 February 1917, in thick fog about 10 nautical miles (19 km) south of St. Catherine’s Point
on the Isle of Wight, the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company cargo ship Darro accidentally rammed SS
Mendi’s starboard quarter, breaching her forward hold.
Darro, an 11,484 GRT ship, almost three times the size of the Mendi, survived the collision but Mendi
sank, killing 616 Southern Africans (607 of them black troops) and 30 crew.
An interpreter, Isaac Williams Wauchope, who had previously served as a Minister in the
Congregational Native Church of Fort Beaufort and Blinkwater, is reported to have calmed the
panicked men by raising his arms aloft and crying out in a loud voice: “Be quiet and calm, my
countrymen. What is happening now is what you came to do…you are going to die, but that is what
you came to do. Brothers, we are drilling the death drill. I, a Xhosa, say you are my brothers…Swazis,
pondos, Basotho…so let us die like brothers. We are the sons of Africa. Raise your war-cries, brothers,
for though they made us leave our assegais in the kraal, our voices are left with our bodies.”
HMSAS Southern Floe
On 11 February 1941, HMSAS Southern Floe, was sunk by a mine off Tobruk with the loss of 27 men,
with a sole survivor, Stoker C J Jones. A passing destroyer picked up one man clinging to some
wreckage – Stoker Jones was all that remained of Southern Floe and her company.
SAS President Kruger
SAS President Kruger was the first of three President-class Type 12 frigates built in the UK for the
South African Navy during the 1960s.
The ship spent most of her career training and made visits to foreign ports in Africa, Western Europe
and the United States. In the late 1960s, she was modernised and equipped to operate a helicopter.
In the mid-1970s, President Kruger played a minor role in the Angolan Civil War as a part of South
African operations against the communists. The ship was placed in reserve in 1977 but was
recommissioned in 1980. On the morning of 18 February 1982, President Kruger was conducting antisubmarine exercises, when her replenishment oiler, SAS Tafelberg, impacted President Kruger on her
port side at 03:55.
The impact tore a large hole in her side and killed 13 of the 15 men sleeping near the point of collision.
The ship took on a large list and the captain ordered “abandon ship” at 04:32. The exercise was
immediately terminated and the other ships present began rescue operations. More ships, both
military and civilian, began arriving after dawn, as did aircraft from the South African Air Force. A total
of 177 crewmen of the 193 aboard were rescued, one of them our Regional Chairman for the United
Kingdom and Europe, Lgr Cameron Kinnear.
Accordingly, this commemoration is personally very poignant and sobering for many of us.
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Following the event, the Royal British Legion in Teddington once again made us most welcome for a
traditional braai and social.
In Waters Deep By Eileen Mahoney
In ocean wastes, no poppies blow,
No crosses stand in ordered row,
There young hearts sleep… beneath the wave…
The spirited, the good, the brave,
But stars a constant vigil keep,
For them who lie beneath the deep.
‘Tis true you cannot kneel in prayer
On certain spot and think. “He’s there.”
But you can to the ocean go…
See whitecaps marching row on row;
Know one for him will always ride…
In and out… with every tide.
And when your span of life is passed,
He’ll meet you at the “Captain’s Mast.”
And they who mourn on distant shore
For sailors who’ll come home no more,
Can dry their tears and pray for these
Who rest beneath the heaving seas…
For stars that shine and winds that blow
And whitecaps marching row on row.
And they can never lonely be
For when they lived… they chose the sea.
Lest we forget
Main text by Lgr Simon McIlwaine and Photography by Lgr Victor Ho

OTHER STORIES
ANDALUSIA GERMAN INTERNMENT CAMP by Steve Lunderstedt
On 26 June 1940, the arrested Germans were brought from the Klein Danzig internment camp in
Windhoek, South West Africa (now Namibia) to Andalusia camp in South Africa. At the end of 1940, 1
220 Germans were interned there. Further internment camps were established in Baviaanspoort and
Koffiefontein. Most of the interned Germans were only released in 1946.
During World War II there were three Internment Camps in the region, one at Ganspan and two at
Andalusia. Internees were mostly German-speaking residents of South West Africa (now Namibia). At
17

Andalusia, at least 2 000 internees lived in the camp
and at least 30 lies buried in the local cemetery. 180
South African internees lived at Ganspan, and an
escape tunnel is still in existence.
Nine of the internees escaped through the tunnel that
was dug by hand. It is said that digging only took place
while music was played in the music room. Floorboards
were lifted and the tunnel dug with a mace scoop. Air
was sent to the diggers in the tunnel with balloons tied
to a rope. With the same rope, sand was transported
back in buckets to the music room where it was
emptied under the wooden floor. The tunnel was 57
steps long and was ready on 11 October 1941.

Johan Wilhelm Heinrich Giess.

Johan Wilhelm Heinrich Giess aka Willi Giess (21
February 1910 Frankfurt-am-Main - 28 September
2000 Swakopmund) is noted for having started an
official herbarium at Windhoek, his extensive
collection of Namibian plants and generally furthering

botanical knowledge of the territory.
Giess arrived in South West Africa
with his parents on 4 February 1926
and was drawn into farming by being
one of the first students to attend the
Agricultural College of Neudamm
near Windhoek. From 1931-33 he
was employed by the Animal
Breeding Institute at the University of
Halle where he specialised in karakul
breeding. On his return to South
West Africa, he managed a karakul
farm and later bought his own farm German Internment Camp at Andalusia.
in 1937 at Dornfontein Süd.
With the outbreak of the Second World War, he and other Germans were interned in South Africa at
a camp called Andalusia, now known as Jan Kempdorp. During his internment, he studied botany with
Prof. Otto Heinrich Volk, who had arranged classes for scholars in the camp. The tuition they received
in the various sciences was of sufficient quality to be recognised after the war as being of university
standard.
As an ancillary activity, Volk taught the students practical botany, assembling a herbarium from plants
growing within the confines of the camp. The students also produced a booklet, a key to the genera
of grasses, entitled "Bestimmungschlüssel für Südwest-Afrikanische Grasgattungen", illustrated with
18

engravings on pieces of wood and typeset with lead from toothpaste tubes. Some of the type and
engravings are on display at the Swakopmund Museum.
Immediately after his release, Giess was employed as a plant collector at the University of
Stellenbosch. His botanical training during the war had not been forgotten, and in 1953 he was offered
the post of curator at the national herbarium in Windhoek.
German botanist Otto Heinrich Volk was born near Heidelberg, in the village of Richen, where his
father was a pastor. After studying natural science at Munich, Vienna, and Heidelberg, he graduated
with a doctorate and was appointed in 1930 to the University of Würzburg.
During his early career, succulents and other plants from arid areas were his main interest and in 1937
he went to Namibia to carry out research. At the start of hostilities in Europe, he was rounded up with
other German nationals in the region and spent the duration of the war in an internment camp at
Andalusia. There he and other interned scholars established a camp university by offering courses in
languages and science to fellow internees. The education they provided was of such high quality that,
after the war, examination certificates from Andalusia were recognised in Germany as being of
university standard.
A TRAGIC DAY IN SA MILITARY HISTORY BY Pierre Fourie
CAPEX 73 was a naval exercise held on 24 November 1973. Taking part were ships of the South African
Navy (SAN) and the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). Also taking part was a formation of six South African
Air Force (SAAF) Buccaneers flying out of D.F. Malan Airport (now Cape Town International Airport).
The formation of Buccaneers was supposed to attack the SAN/ RAN ships.
Buccaneer Serial No 419 was
flown by Maj Hans Steinberg
and Capt Doep Du Preez and
Buccaneer 420 flown by Capt
Brian Antonis and Maj Roy Vice.
The formation received a radio
message that the ships were not
yet ready and the attack was
postponed for 20 minutes. The
formation split, with four
Buccaneers flying towards Cape
Point and Buccaneer 419 & 420
flying to the Hermanus area to
make up the time.
SAAF Buccaneer.

They encountered thick fog in
the Walker bay area. Brian could not maintain formation on Hans and did a separation drill (Usually
30° for 30-seconds) and pulled up. They would then liaise on the UHF radio. According to a navigator
in one of the other formations, the last radio call they received was when the lead Buccaneer advised
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that he cleared the fog at around 5,000ft. It is speculated, that when Hans broke cloud he immediately
levelled off and turned towards Cape Point to join up with the other four Buccaneers.
When Brian heard that Hans was “clear on top”, he might have pulled up sharply (a Buccaneer could
easily manage a climb of 20,000 feet-per-minute) and that as he cleared the fog his Buccaneer
slammed into Buccaneer 419 with a canopy to belly at colossal force, killing the lower crew on impact.
(Their crushed bone domes were found later.) In the top Buccaneer, Doep Du Preez had his head in
the radar tube, with the metal cross member above his helmet. The severe impact caused his head to
slam into the cross member with such a force (helmet found) that fatally injured him.
Hans Steinberg was completely uninjured and ejected successfully. They did not wear immersion suits.
Hans was found drowned (by HMS Tiger after a magnificent display of seamanship for such a big ship)
floating head down in the sea, with an almost deflated Mae West, without the dinghy attached by the
cord of the Mae West. He was free of his parachute harness.
Later an autopsy revealed that Hans was uninjured and the cause of death was drowning. A Mae West
would remain inflated for more than 72-hours when inflated by air, but if inflated by CO2, as his Mae
West was, it would go flat in a short while. The CO2 leaks through the material when floating in the
water. One has to re-inflate it by mouth every so often! This phenomenon was completely unknown
at the time and this knowledge has probably been lost since. Now the horrible speculation: in the icy
waters of the Cape, one would lose the use of one's hands in 15-30 minutes and blowing up a Mae
West by mouth through the tube would be impossible. Why Hans did not wear an immersion suit, only
he will know. Why hê did not attach his dinghy cord to his Mae West during the strapping in process,
nobody knows. Had he done so, he could have survived as he had no physical injuries.
GET OUT OF JAIL...During World War II, Monopoly's catchphrase "Get out of jail..." took on a whole
new meaning for Allied prisoners-of-war. Military Despatches, Vol 32, February 2020
A great many of our readers will, at
some stage in their lives, have played
the game of Monopoly. The game can
trace its history back to 1903 when
American anti-monopolist Lizzie
Magie created a game called The
Landlord’s Game. It was this game
that would go on to become
Monopoly.
Yet what does a board game have to
do with military history? As it transpires, a great deal.
During World War II Allied soldiers were being taken prisoner of war by the Germans as early as 1939.
They were placed in prisoner of war (POW) camps in Germany or one of the occupied territories, such
as in Poland. From 1940 an increasing number of British and Commonwealth pilots were being
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captured after being shot down behind enemy lines. Many pilots and aircrew were placed in POW
camps that were guarded and administered by the Luftwaffe, the German Air Force.
Some POWs were content to sit out the rest of the war in captivity. But many wanted nothing more
than to escape. Escape was regarded as a duty of all prisoners of war of officer rank. Some prisoners
came up with the most audacious escape plans, most of which did not succeed. Many that did manage
to escape were soon recaptured. Allied pilots and aircrew, most of whom were officers or NCOs,
became notorious for their continued escape attempts.
Many of the camps had escape committees and it was their job to approve of any escape plans. It
became such a problem for the Luftwaffe than in late 1942 they build a new, high-security prisonerof-war camp to hold prisoners that had attempted escape on numerous occasions. The camp was
named Stalag Luft III and was built at Sagan in occupied Poland. According to the Luftwaffe, it was
'escape-proof'.
One of those brought to the new camp was South African Royal Air Force pilot Squadron Leader Roger
Bushell. He became known as "Big X" of the camp escape committee and was the mastermind behind
any escape attempts. He planned to strike back at the Germans as best he could –by organising mass
break-outs from the POW camps he was in. One of them became known as the "Great Escape", which
planned to allow 200 men to escape on a single night.
They dug three escape tunnels - Tom, Dick and Harry. Tom was discovered in August 1943 when
nearing completion. After the discovery of Tom, construction on Harry was halted, but it resumed in
January 1944. On the evening of 24 March, after months of preparation, 200 officers prepared to
escape. But things did not go as planned, with only 76 officers managing to get clear of the camp. Of
the 76 that escaped, only three finally made it back to England. The remainder were recaptured and
50 of them, including Bushell, were murdered by the Gestapo on the orders of Adolf Hitler.
Yet how did Monopoly play a part in this and other escape attempts? Escaping prisoners needed vital
aids to assist them. One of the first requirements was a map. Not only one showing them where
various towns and cities were, but also showing the location of military bases and ‘safe houses’ where
they could go for food and shelter. Paper maps had some real drawbacks -- they make a lot of noise
when you open and fold them, they wear out rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn into mush.
Someone in British intelligence got the idea of printing escape maps on silk. It’s durable, can be
scrunched-up into tiny wads, unfolded as many times as needed and, makes no noise whatsoever.
At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the technology of
printing on silk, and that was John Waddington Ltd When approached by the government, the firm
was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort. By pure coincidence, Waddington was also the U.K.
Licensee for the popular American board game Monopoly. As it happened, ‘games and pastimes’ was
a category of item qualified for insertion into ‘CARE packages’, dispatched by the International Red
Cross to prisoners of war.
Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the grounds of
Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing escape maps, keyed to
each region of Germany, Italy, and France or wherever Allied POW camps were located. When
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processed, these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that they would actually fit inside a
Monopoly playing piece. As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington’s also managed
to add:
• A playing token, containing a small magnetic compass
• A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together
• Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian, and French currency, hidden within
the piles of Monopoly money!
British and American aircrews were advised, before taking off. on their first mission, how to identify a
'rigged' Monopoly set – using a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like an ordinary printing glitch,
located in the corner of the Free Parking square.
Of the estimated 35,000 Allied POWs who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in
their flight by the rigged Monopoly sets. Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy indefinitely since
the British Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in still another, future war.
Thousands of Allied POWs were more than happy to use the special "Get out of Jail Free" card found
in certain Monopoly sets.
The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's, as well as
the firm itself, were finally honoured in a public ceremony. The Great Escape was released as a film in
1963. The film is based on Paul Brickhill's 1950 nonfiction book of the same name, a firsthand account
of the mass escape by British Commonwealth prisoners of war from German POW camp Stalag Luft
III. The film was based on real events but deviated significantly from the historical record, depicting a
heavily fictionalized version of the escape, including numerous compromises – such as featuring
Americans among the escapees - to boost its commercial appeal.
FIRST OFFICER ROSAMUND KING EVERARD-STEENKAMP - AIR TRANSPORT AUXILIARY –
COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
Rosamund King Everard-Steenkamp was born in 1907,
near Carolina, South Africa, to British parents. She grew up
on their farm in Mpumalanga in the shadow of the Everard
Group – the famous collection of artists made up of the
women in her family.
In the 1920s Rosamund visited Europe with her mother
and sister to further their artistic studies. Art wasn’t her
only passion. She was an excellent rider and shot, spoke
French and siSwati. She dreamed of flying, though, and in
1935 she began to learn.

First Officer Rosamund Everard-Steenkamp.

She quickly gained experience flying across Africa to
Britain, touring Europe, North Africa and Turkey. Soon she
was passing on her considerable knowledge as a flying
instructor at Witwatersrand Technical College.
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Many of the pilots trained by Rosumand would go on to distinguish themselves in the South African
Air Force thanks to her tutelage.
When the Second World War began
she was commissioned as a captain
where she continued to teach and fly
but now for the South African Air
Force. In 1940 she met and married
fellow pilot Nicolaas Steenkamp.
Tragically, within two years he was
dead.
Despite being recently widowed, her
service continued, flying between
South Africa and Cairo transporting
important officials between military
Grave of First Officer Rosamund Everard-Steenkamp.
bases.
By 1944 Rosamund's global career in the air force took another turn as she joined the Air Transport
Auxiliary (ATA) in the UK. As an ATA pilot, she had the often-dangerous job of ferrying military aircraft
from factory to base.
It is believed that she became the first woman to fly a jet aircraft during her time in the UK.
Rosamund continued her service with the ATA until 19 March 1946 when she was killed in a flying
accident while at the controls of a Spitfire. She was 32 years old.
Close to where her aircraft crashed, in Maidenhead, Berkshire, Rosamund is buried alongside 19 other
members of the ATA in Maidenhead (All Saints) Cemetery.
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