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After the Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph on Sunday 14 November 2021 the various
veteran organisations marched past the Cenotaph and on to Horse Guard Parade Ground
where Prince William took the salute when the contingent from the South African Legion,
United Kingdom and Europe marched past.
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MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT: LGR SHAUN BOOTH
Ringing in the New Year is a cause for celebration, for
spending time with friends and family, and offering
Happy New Year wishes. A lot can happen in a year and
between the good, the bad and the ugly, this may seem
like an understatement for most. As glasses are raised
and fireworks explode into the sky it is important to
recognise the special symbolism that the New Year
brings.
With the new NOB and NEC that were recently inducted
at the Centenary Congress in Cape Town on the 16th of
October 2021, many challenges lay ahead, what with
trying to ensure that the SA Legion flourishes for another
100 years to going all out on a recruiting drive to ensure that we have fellow legionnaires to carry on
with what we start. This New Year we start with a new book and the pen is in your hands, so we all
have the prime opportunity to inscribe in this new book a good story for yourself and for the SA
Legion.
This year too, has been filled with challenges with the ongoing pandemic, the loss of legionnaires and
having to endure prolonged lockdown measures has all taken its toll on us all. In the past 365 days
we have all experienced happy moments in spite of the hardships faced in 2021 and they would not
have been the same without all of you very special people of the SA Legion.
Thank you for your commitment to the SA Legion and a special thank you must go to those of your
family who support you in your endeavours when you give of your time to this wonderful
organisation we so dearly appreciate. Let us hope 2022 will not have to many difficult challenges as
we move through the 4th wave of the Covid-19 pandemic, let us pray that we will move towards a
more normal life as we were so accustomed to prior to the onslaught of this pandemic.
In this New Year, may you change your direction and not dates, change your commitments and not
the calendar, change your attitude and not your actions and bring about a change in your faith, your
force, and your focus and not the fruit. May you live up to the promises that you have made and
may you create for you and your loved ones the happiest New Year ever.
God Bless you all and here is to a happy health and safe 2022.
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
National Headquarters will be closed
from 15 December 2021 until 10
January 2022. On 15 December 2021
National Secretary received a
certificate of appreciation from the
Pebble Bridge Care Centre for “all the
support during 2021”.

BRANCH NEWS
BLOEMFONTEIN
The Bloemfontein Branch held its
annual end of year function at the Lapa
at Springbok Park on Saturday 27
November 2021. The function was in the form of a “bring and braai” and was attended by the Housing
Committee and residents of Springbok Park.
While there was no Remembrance Day Service held in Bloemfontein this year, Lgr Des McCaskill laid
a wreath at the Remembrance Day Service at the St Andrews School on 12 November 2021.
On 12 December the branch held its annual Christmas and Carol Service at Springbok Park which was
attended by residents and members of the branch.
CAPE TOWN
100th Annual General Meeting of the Cape Town Branch. Members of the Cape Town Branch met
at Rosedale on Tuesday 30 November 2021 for the 100th Annual General Meeting of the Cape Town
Branch. The branch was established on 6 September 1921. The meeting was very well attended. Also
in attendance was the National Vice Chairman, Lgr Shaun Booth.
At the meeting the following branch officials were elected:


Chairman. Lgr Ray Nessett.



Vice-Chairman. Lgr Peter Muirhead.



Treasurer. Lgr Adi Fourie.



Secretary. Lgr David Holmes – coopted.



Welfare. Lgr Peter Napier.



Fundraising. Lgr Pierre Fourie.



Facilities Maintenance. Willie Millar.
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Scenes from the end of year function of the Bloemfontein Branch.
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Above and left are scenes from the Springbok Park Christmas and
Carol Service. Below Remembrance Day Service at St Andrews
School, Bloemfontein.
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Scenes from the 100th Annual General Meeting of
the Cape Town Branch.
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ROSEDALE CAPE TOWN ACTIVITIES
Rosedale Club. The Rosedale Club was opened to all members over the nights of 16 and 17 November.
Both nights were well attended. During the events, Robbie Roberts (Signals Association) handed over
a plaque to the Chairman of the Cape Town Branch, Lgr Ray Nesset. Lgr Nesset acknowledged LgrEddie
Gleeson's handiwork (the fitting out of the bar) which he did without charge, free, gratis and for
nothing.
100th Birthday. Mrs Isabelle Goodson celebrated her 100th birthday recently, making her the oldest
legionnaire of the Cape Town branch. As a SAWAS member, Mrs Goodson served at the Castle during
WW2.
Happy Valley Home. One of the many organisations that benefit from the Legion’s largesse is Happy
Valley Home in Simon’s Town. Peter Napier (exco Welfare) handed Steven Khwisa and Delia Cottle gift
packs for the veterans that reside there.
Salvation Army. On 15 December 2021 Lgr Lucille Byrnes, Cape Town Branch, handed over gift parcels
to Desmond Barnard at the Salvation Army.
CENTRAL WITWATERSRAND
On Saturday 6 November members of the Central Witwatersrand (2 September 1921) and Pretoria (7
September 1921) Branches celebrated their centenary with a formal dinner at the MOTH Evenden
House in Lyttelton. Also in attendance were the National President, Lgr Brian Smith, the National
Secretary, Lgr Riana Van Zyl Venter and the National Communication Officer, Lgr Debra De Bilott.
KIMBERLEY
Monthly meetings have not yet resumed due to Covid-19 safety protocols. The administration
continues to be done remotely. There is very little activity at the Branch. The Secretary is available via
email. The Chairman of the Branch laid wreaths at the Kimberley Boys' High School and St Patrick's
CBC Remembrance Services.
Col Dempster, President of the Branch attended the Remembrance Day Service. He has aged
somewhat (turned 84 in September), as we all have, but seems to be OK. He has slowly withdrawn
from his involvement but then again the Legion office has been closed since lockdown last year and
the Kimberley Regiment Association is pretty dormant, other than a handful of old faith fulls still using
the Hole in the Wall for social braais.
It is noticed that you are no longer our Communications Port Folio representative. It must have been
a very time-consuming portfolio but the Springbok has always been an excellent publication. Well
done!

8

Above are scenes from the open days at the Rosedale Club.

Mrs Isabelle Goodson celebrated her
100th birthday recently and is
congratulated by David Holmes.

Top photo gift packs are handed to Happy Valley Homes and below to
the Salvation Army.
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KROONSTAD
The Kroonstad Branch recently celebrated its 96th birthday, the branch was established on 11
November 1926, with a function that was attended by residents of Reveille, guests and members of
the branch.
NORTH COAST
The branch held its monthly meeting at the Natal Mounted Rifles complex on Sunday 28 October 2021.
Following the formal activities, the branch members and guests enjoyed a good South African “braai”.
PIETERMARITZBURG
The Branch held its last committee meeting for the year on 24 November. A moment of silence was
held in memory of our Vice- Chairman Lgr Dean Arnold.
The Remembrance Day Civic Service was not held due to the state of the City Hall and the Cenotaph.
A letter was sent to the Office of the Mayor’s Office by the Branch Chairman explaining our concerns
as to the state of the City Centre. Unfortunately, no response was received.
Lgr Willson thanked the different Shellholes for doing the Poppy collections and also for holding a
Remembrance Parade at the Garden of Remembrance on 7 November. Lgr Willson and Lgr Gordon
attended the Remembrance Day Service at St Charles College and Lgr J Du Plessis and Lgr Gordon, the
Service at Maritzburg College. A special thanks go to Lgr Vincent Nixon from the Newcastle Branch
who with his small group of volunteers always excel in his Poppy Collections.
On Sunday 26 October Branch Committee members Lgr. Derek Gordon and Old Bill of the Moth Order
Johan du Plessis attended the Pietermaritzburg Italian POW Church Service.
Lgr Willson and Lgr Gordon at attendance at The Remembrance Day Service at St Charles College and
Lgr J Du Plessis and Lgr Gordon, the Service at Maritzburg College.
PORT ELIZABETH
A succesfull Poppy collection took place on Saturady 6 November 2021. With the assistance from the
Sea Cadets and members of the branch a fair amount was raised. In 2022 the Poppy collection is
planned for 12 November 2022.
PRETORIA
On Saturday 6 November members of the Central Witwatersrand (2 September 1921) and Pretoria (7
September 1921) Branches celebrated their centenary with a formal dinner at the MOTH Evenden
House in Lyttelton. During the dinner, Lgr Gerard Smal received his Meritorious Service Award from
the Chairman of the Pretoria Branch, Lgr André Le Grange (Jnr). Also in attendance were the National
President, Lgr Brian Smith, the National Secretary, Lgr Riana Van Zyl Venter and the National
Communication Officer, Lgr Debra De Bilott.
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Scenes from the 95th Birthday function of the Kroonstad Branch.
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Scenes from the Centenary Dinner of
the Central Witwatersrand and
Pretoria Branches.
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Pietermaritzburg Branch activities.
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Scenes from the Trinity Anglican
Church Remembrance Day.
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On 11 November 2021, Lgr’s André Le Grange (Jnr) and Jaco Lötter attended the Remembrance Day
Memorial at Waterkloof House Preparatory School. They have a Memorial Gate, with a plaque
remembering their Old Boys that died during World War 2. One of them is buried in Rebecca Street
Cemetery. They again assisted us with a collection of donations for our Poppy Appeal and we assisted
with supplying the needed paper poppies for their service.
The National Communication Officer, Lgr Debbie De Billot, attended the Remembrance Day Memorial
Service at the Gunners and Engineers Memorial (GEM) Village in Irene on 11 November 2021 and laid
a wreath on behalf of the SA Legion.
At the invitation of Mrs Dawn Klokke the Chairman, Lgr André Le Grange (Jnr) gave a short
presentation about the 100 Years of the Poppy at the Trinity Anglican Church on Sunday 14 November.
Lgr Le Grange outlined the history of the people who started to use it as an act of Remembrance, Miss
Moira Michael, in the USA after reading the poem: In Flanders Fields by Lt Col John McCrae., and then
Madam Guérin that brought it to the attention of General Haig. The church built very fitting displays
at the front of the church to commemorate not just Remembrance but also the 100-year existence of
the Poppy as a symbol of remembrance.
UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE
The England branch AGM is November 20th, the Regional AGM is the 27th and the Europe AGM is 4th
December.
Please note this report of the Cenotaph Parade, plus the History of how the SA Legion reclaimed its
place on the world stage of Remembrance: https://www.salegion.org.uk/remembrance-day-parade2021/

COMMEMORATIONS
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES
ALEXANDRIA
The Alexandria Branch of the South African Legion held its annual Remembrance Day Service in the
Methodist Church at Kenton-on-Sea on Sunday 14 November 2021.
CAPE TOWN
The Annual Remembrance Day Service, hosted by the City of Cape Town, took place on Sunday 14
November and was attended by dignitaries and various veteran organisations. A small delegation of
the Cape Town Branch attended and laid a wreath.
ROSEDALE REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
The Annual Remembrance Day Service took place at the Rosedale Complex on Sunday 14 November
2021. The Service was conducted by Pastor Ralph Thornley and was attended by residents of Rosedale.
Members of the Dukes Band provided the music.
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Scenes from the Remembrance Day Service at Kentonon-Sea Methodist Church attended by the Alexandria
Branch.
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Photo top left is the Cape Town Branch
contingent at the Cape Town Remembrance Day
Service. The rest are photos of the Remembrance
Day Service at Rosedale.
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DURBAN
BEREA MAIL: FALLEN SOLDIERS REMEMBERED AT DURBAN PARADE by Danica Hansen
THE South African Legion hosted their Annual Service of Remembrance on Sunday, November 14, at
Farewell Square and Cenotaph in central Durban. Commemorative wreaths were laid to honour fallen
soldiers who died in the line of duty before the South African army, navy, airforce, and military health
service marched down Dorothy Nyembe Street. Chairperson of the SA Legion, Durban Branch, Bryan
Doré said the event was well attended this year.
It was exceptionally well attended. The turnout from the SANDF and the regimental associations and
various veteran associations was really beyond expectation. We have a considerable appreciation to
be expressed to the chief of the SANDF ceremonial for their support and to the Mayor’s office,” he
said.
The service was hosted on Remembrance Sunday, which falls on the closest Sunday to Remembrance
Day on November 11. Also known as Poppy Day, Remembrance Day has been observed in
Commonwealth member states since the end of the First World War. While memorial day started to
commemorate fallen soldiers after World Ward 1, Sunday’s event honoured all soldiers who have died
in the line of duty in conflicts gone by.
“Poppy Day originated after the first World War when it was realised that soldiers who had perished
left behind dependants without support, while soldiers returning from the war, who had been away
for five years or more, were returning to no employment,” said Doré.
Lt Col Alastair Clarke, commanding officer for 105 Squadron, South African Air Force, attended the
ceremony to lay a wreath for his squadron. “This service was significantly better attended than it has
been for many years. This is a wonderful trend to see. It’s a very important event held all over the
world,” he said.
EAST LONDON
The annual Remembrance Day Service took place at the Cenotaph in East London on Sunday 14
November 2021. The service was attended by various Veteran organisations, including the East
London Branch of the South African Legion. Photos from the Talk of the Town Newspaper.
KIMBERLEY
The Annual municipal service was not held at the Cenotaph, hence MOTHs arranged a small service.
The Chairman of the Branch, Lgr Chris Marnitz, laid a wreath.
PIETERMARITZBURG – NEWCASTLE
The annual Remembrance Day parade took place at the Monte Stanco Shellhole in Newcastle on
Sunday 14 November. Lgr Vince Nixon represented the Legion. Poppy drive in Newcastle KZN. For a
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This is how the media in Durban (left) and in
East London reported on the Remembrance Day
Services.
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Top photos are Remembrance Day Service in
Kimberley while the remainer are
Remembrance Day Service in Newcastle.
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donation of R20 or more one stood a chance in the lucky draw, to win this fruit cake. The cake was
won by Mr and Mrs Erlank.
PORT ALFRED
The Port Alfred branch of the South African Legion and the Moth's organization alternate about
organizing the Remembrance Day Parade. In 2021, it was the responsibility of the SA
Legion. The Parade, as per normal, was held at the Battleaxe Shellhole on Sunday 14 November.
There was a very good turnout of some 45 Veterans and visitors including 3 Officers from the First City
Regiment attending. The Parade was led by the SA Legion Chaplin, Des Spenceley and included a short
sermon reminding the attendees of the sacrifices made by men, women and animals during the two
world wars. Eris Goetze played the piano for the singing of ‘God our help in ages past. After closing
with a prayer, attendees assembled outside for the wreath-laying ceremony which was led by Piper
Chris Terry and Trumpeter Siwe Sogoni after which refreshments were served.
Chainman of the Port Alfred Branch, Lgr Ivo Chunnett opening proceedings with a brief talk on “Why
we wear a poppy”. Port Alfred Brach Chaplin Des Spencely addressing attendees.
PORT ELIZABETH
The annual Remembrance Day Service took place at the Cenotaph in Walmer on Sunday 14 November
2021. Members from the Port Elizabeth Branch attended and laid a wreath on behalf of the Legion.
PRETORIA
The Annual Remembrance Day Service once again took place in the Commonwealth War Graves plot
in the Thaba Tshwane New Military Cemetery, Thaba Tshwane (Voortrekkerhoogte) on Sunday 14
November 2021. The service was again very well attended and many Ambassadors/High
Commissionare and Miltary Attaches were in attendance. Most of the veteran organisations in
Pretoria were also in attendance with their standards on display. The National Secretary, Lgr Riana
Van Zyl Venter laid a wreath on behalf of the South African Legion. In a very moving moment, “Marcus”
the dog and his handler again laid a wreath on behalf of all animals. Ms Tenisha Gounder, Miss Teen
Pretoria 2021, laid a wreath on behalf of the SA Indian Legion, assisted by Lgr Debbie De Bilott. This
was coordinated with Vinesh Selvan of the SA Indian Legion. The Branch provided her with metal lapel
poppies to wear on the day.
UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE
The Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph in London has it all. Pomp and Ceremony as only the British
can do. Gravitas, banter, history and grandeur, the latter not only visible in the wealth and weight of
history and the surrounding buildings, but in the medals, personalities and unspoken and unknown
history of those around you. Above all, it has a purpose. The Remembrance process is in full view. Not
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Remembrance Day Service in Port Alfred, top, and bottom in Port Elizabeth.
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Scenes from the Remembrance Day
Service in Pretoria.
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Scenes from the Remembrance Day
Service at the Cenotaph in London.
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only the past wars, but amputees, disfigured and blind road-side bomb veterans, and children of the
fallen add to the character and reason for the Remembrance Day Parade.
The SA Legion and guests marched again in the 2021 Remembrance Day Parade, the route taking them
from Horse Guards Parade, down Whitehall past the Cenotaph, then turning left into Great St Georges
Street passing the statue of Gen Smuts, then again right into Horse Guards Road to the parade square,
hallowed ground, yet this year for some tarnished by the presence of burger vans providing muchneeded sustenance.
During the march past of the contingent from the South African Legion, Prince William took the salute.
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE IN TAIWAN by Lgr Mark Wilkie South African Legion Europe and
United Kingdom Branch.
Thanks for admitting me as a new member. Here are a few shots from half a world away on
Remembrance Sunday 2021, Jinguashi, New Taipei City, Taiwan.
Remembrance Sunday in Taiwan is held at the site of the former Japanese Kinkaseki POW Camp and
Copper Mine. Kinkaseki was one of the most brutal POW camps. About 1500 POWs, mostly British
were held in the camp. The camp was situated on top of a mountain next to the sea. Although Taiwan
is a tropical island, the camp was situated on the wettest part of the island and cold winds blow in
continually from the Pacific making for quite a cold and wet environment. Each morning the POWs
had to walk down the mountain via approximately 1000 rough steps to sea level to enter a copper
mine. Once in the mine, they walked around a kilometre to the work area which was around 200m
below sea level and there they would mine copper ore. Temperatures in the mine were often over 40
° C and the POWs had to contend with the constant dripping of acid water on them that would cause
terrible inflammation of the skin resulting in ulcer-like sores. If the POWs didn’t meet their quota of
mined ore they were beaten with the handles of mine hammers. After this, the POWs would need to
climb back up the mountain at the end of the day to sleep in their cold and damp POW camp.
Approximately 4500 Allied POWs from Australia, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, & the USA
were held in Taiwan from 1942-1945. Among these POWs were all the Allied high command captured
by the Japanese during the Fall of Singapore/Malaya, Hong Kong, the Dutch East Indies, and the
Philippines. Also serving in British units when captured were a small number of Canadians, New
Zealanders, and South Africans. To date, I've been able to identify three South Africans. Two were
found in 2004 on Japanese POW index cards where two POWs had given their home country as South
Africa. One was a Sapper from Sea Point serving in the RE and captured in Singapore. The other was a
Private in RASC who came from Springs on the East Rand and was captured on the island of Bangka in
the Dutch East Indies. Several years later, when some officers' POW medical records were declassified,
we found a lieutenant in the RE that came from Pretoria and was captured in Singapore. It is quite
probable that other South Africans were serving in British units that didn't specifically state they were
South African and they have slipped through the net.
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Remembrance Day in Taiwan.
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ANNUAL COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY AT THE ITALIAN POW CEMETERY ZONDERWATER
Annual service commemorating the Italian Prisoners of War buried in the Zonderwater Cemetery near
Cullinan took place on Sunday 7 November 2021. The service started with the raising of the South
African and Italian flags. There was a flypast by the Flying Lions Aerobatic Team during the playing of
the South African National Anthem. This was followed by the singing of a hymn and the laying of
wreaths by various organisations starting with the His Excellency the Ambassador of Italy to South
Africa, Paolo Cuculi. The National President of the South African Legion laid a wreath on behalf of the
South African Legion. The wreath-laying was followed by the various addresses and Holy Mass. At the
end of Mass, an Alouette III helicopter dropped rose petals over the cemetery.

OTHER STORIES OF INTEREST
GERMAN GRAVES – REBECCA STREET CEMETERY
During the recent veterans day, 6 November 2021, in Pretoria members of the Pretoria Branch of the
South African Legion, supported by members from other veteran organisations in Pretoria placed
Poppies on the graves of fallen soldiers in the Thaba Tshwane New Military Cemetery and the Rebecca
Street Cemetery. While working through the Rebecca Street Cemetery the group came across several
German graves as well as a memorial to fallen German soldiers during both world wars. These graves
are those of German prisoners of war that were held at Baviaanspoort outside Pretoria. There are 26
German graves in the Rebecca Street Cemetery. The group placed Poppies on all the German graves.
MEMORIAL IN REDHILL CEMETERY DURBAN.
MEMBERS of the South African Legion Durban Branch recently cleaned and restored a World War I &
II monument that required tender loving care. Rick Andries, the vice-chairman of the Legion’s Durban
branch, said they were the unofficial custodians of war memorials and commemoration sites in and
around the greater Durban area. The monument, situated at Redhill Cemetery, has been relocated
on more than one occasion.
“A member of the public noticed the monument required some tender loving care. A group of legion
members and staff, along with the Durban branch president, Pat Acutt, restored the monument to a
state as near to its former glory as it can be. The legion carried out this before Veterans Day, celebrated
on November 7. Usually, legion members visit various cemeteries around Durban and place red
poppies on the graves of all of the fallen heroes, as a sign that they will not be forgotten,” Andries
explained.
He added that the SA Legion is the oldest military veteran’s organisation in South Africa and relies on
the generosity of the public to fund vital work, such as the clean-up, and other projects undertaken
by the SA Legion
“The main source of fundraising for the legion is the annual Poppy Day that, this year, is held on
November 6 and 13. Members of the public are encouraged to donate to the SA Legion in return for
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Lgr Brian Smith, National President,
laying a wreath at the Zonderwater
Service.

Members of the Pretoria Branch at
the German War Memorial in the
Rebecca Street Cemetery.

Lgr Rick Andries at the
Memorial in the Red Hill
Cemetery.
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a red poppy (The Flower Of Remembrance). Members and friends of the SA Legion will be on duty at
various malls in the Durban North area this weekend,” he said.
VETERANS DAY PIETERMARITZBURG
Remembering the Fallen, members of the Legion and Moths laid poppy’s on the graves at Fort Napier
Hospital, Mountain Rise and Millar Street cemeteries on Friday 12 November. The three pictures
above show the grave sites which are maintained by the War Graves Commission. A far cry from the
other gravesites and Memorials under the control of our municipality!
VETERANS DAY PRETORIA
On Saturday, 6 November, members of the Pretoria Branch, supported by members from other
veteran organisations in Pretoria met at the MOTH Evenden House for the Annual Veterans Day, the
day when Poppies are placed on the graves of war casualties in various cemeteries in and around
Pretoria. Unfortunately due to the smaller number of volunteers, it was decided that this year the
group would focus on the Thaba Tshwane New Cemetery, Thaba Tshwane Old Cemeteries and the
Rebecca Street Cemetery.
Two members attended to the graves in the Thaba Tshwane cemeteries while the rest travelled to the
Rebecca Street Cemetery. There are more than 200 Commonwealth war graves in the Rebecca Street
Cemetery. Other than the graves in the Thaba Tshwane cemeteries that are all grouped, the graves
in the Rebecca Street cemetery are scattered. The group divided into smaller teams and worked their
way through the cemetery.
Poppies were placed on all the Commonwealth graves as well as graves of the Police and other military
graves in the cemetery. Poppies were also placed on the graves of the German POW who died at the
Baviaanspoort camp during World War Two. The group found some interesting graves in the
cemetery. One of these is the grave of a member of the “UNION PRISON SERVICE” who died in 1945.
Another grave spotted was to a “Burgert” Smit to died during the 1914 Rebellion. The group also
visited the graves of two formed “Boer” Generals, Botha and Brink.
On completion, the volunteers all met back at the MOTH Evendeh House where we enjoyed a
“boerewors roll” and something cold. Once again a very successful day. It was decided that God willing,
next year a small team will travel to the Palmietkuil South War Cemetery to place Poppies on the
graves of the members of the Native Military Corps and the Indian and Malay Corps that are buried in
the cemetery.
VETERANS DAY DURBAN
As has become tradition, Glenwood High School boys & staff assisted the South African Legion in
placing poppies on over 500 war graves in Stellawood cemetery, Durban. It was both an educational
& moving experience for all involved. "Lest We Forget."
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Veterans Day in Pietermaritzburg,
above, Pretoria, right, and Durban,
below.
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VETERANS DAY PORT ELIZABETH
The annual “graveyard run” took place on Sundat 7 November during wich members from the branch
supported ny members from the SAAFA, SAMHSEC and a detachment from the Sea Cadets placed
Poppies on the many military graves. The branch plans to compile a detail plan of all the military graves
in Port Elizabeth.
DUKES LUNCHEON
Established in 1855, the Cape Town Rifles (Dukes) is the oldest infantry regiment and the second oldest
in the South African Army. Alan Brashaw, the current chairperson of the Dukes Association, has held
this position for 30 years and his unswerving loyalty and commitment was acknowledged at a
luncheon held on October 30 when he was presented with a commemorative plaque. The ravages of
Covid-19 are such that the occasion had been postponed from May to the last quarter of 2021.
The venue was Rosedale, HQ of the Cape Town branch of the SA Legion, and the occasion also marked
the 75th year of the founding of the Association as well as the 81st anniversary of the mobilisation of
the 1st Brigade, consisting of the Dukes, Transvaal Scottish and Natal Carbineers. The Association’s
motto Semper Eadem (Always the Same) speaks volumes in its simple message and, incidentally, is
also that of Queen Elizabeth 1 of England and several other British regiments. Then, what follows is a
full description of Alan’s service and the rationale behind the commemorative award he received.
MISS TEEN PRETORIA
A lovely and excited young adult joined the Remembrance Day parade held in Pretoria in laying a
wreath on behalf of the SA Indian Legion.
Tenishka Gounder(17), crowned Miss Face of Ace models Jhb South 2021 and Miss Teen Pretoria 2021,
has a dynamic, friendly, and bubbly personality. She was extremely honoured to have been invited to
be part of this celebratory event.
Part of her reign includes participation in charity events, educational upliftment, youth
empowerment, philanthropic activities, and community development. She was enthusiastic to learn
about how important it is to not forget the former soldiers that sacrificed their lives for others and to
remember them.
She fell in love with Markus the dog and enjoyed every moment of having her picture with all the
various organisations that attend the parade.
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Scenes from the The Dukes Lunch at Rosedale.
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A collage of photos of Miss Teen Pretoria at the Remembrance Day Service in Pretoria compiled by Lgr Debra
De Billot.
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