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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
Finally, we can look back at the year 2020. Sadly, still very much
amidst one of the worst pandemics in the history of humanity.
Pandemics are not new to humanity as it can be traced back to
the Old Testament of the Bible, it remains however devastating.
COVID-19 is no exception and we start 2021 all aware that the
country is in a second wave. We had to adapt to a new “normal”
with the wearing of a mask whenever we ventured into the
public domain. At every shop, they took your temperature and
sanitised your hands while at some you had to record your
contact details. Some suddenly had to do with less than what
we had previously. Suddenly electronic media became much
more important than before. During the strict lockdown, most
relied on the electronic media, cellular phone, to stay in touch with family and friends, in most
instances using “WattsApp” and the video facility.
It also affected the day-to-day activities of the Legion. Branches could not hold “normal” meetings
while several annual commemoration services were cancelled or scaled-down. Many branches had
to delay their Annual General Meetings until most of the restrictions were lifted which allowed for
“normal” meetings to take place. The Legion was, however, privileged to have taken part in the virtual
“104th Delville Wood Memorial Service” which the Delville Wood Memorial Trust organised.
So what does 2021 hold for us? It is an important year for the South African Legion, as it is the year in
which we celebrate the centenary. Sadly, because of the pandemic, it had to be postponed to October,
after the centenary celebrations of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-services League, which takes place in
September. It is also an important year for some branches who will also celebrate their centenary,
which will, unfortunately, will also have to wait till after the Legion’s congress in October.
On a personal note, this is the 21st edition of the Springbok as editor. The first edition of which I was
the editor was the December 2014 edition. Before December 2014, I help compile the December 2013
and June 2014 editions. There was also the special Delville Wood 100 edition in 2016.
CENTENARY EDITION
The South African Legion will celebrate its centenary during 2021 with a congress, the 87th, in Cape
Town during October. A special centenary edition is planned for October 2021, following the congress.
ALL branches are requested to scan their history for interesting and important events. More details
will be promulgated early in 2021. The intention is to see if we can produce a Centenary Edition of
Springbok with 100 pages to reflect the 100 years of the South African Legion. To achieve this, every
branch will have to be fully committed and your cooperation is of paramount importance.
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ROYAL COMMONWEALTH EX-SERVICES LEAGUE
From the Secretariat
The Secretariat of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-services League
(RCEL) has announced that Centenary Congress will take place
in London, the United Kingdom over the period 25 to 30
September 2021.

Message from the Deputy Grand President
16 December 2020
Dear Member Organizations,
Two months into my new role as your Deputy Grand President, and as we enter a holiday season for
many of our Member Organisations, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you a happy,
peaceful and, most poignantly this year, a healthy 2021 with friends and family.
At this end of a challenging year may I take the opportunity to highlight three points.
First, a huge thank you. This has been a challenging year for all of us. We have all been touched, to a
greater or lesser degree, as countries and individually by the coronavirus global pandemic. What has
been most impressive to me in my first few months is just how the League has stuck together in these
hard times to support those we care about most, our veterans and widows. I have nothing but praise
and admiration for your immense efforts to make sure our grants and support have where-ever
possible, got through to them. They have needed our help more than ever this year, and you have
gone that extra mile to make sure it does. So, on their behalf, can I say “thank you”. This has been a
truly whole of League effort and I am delighted to report that the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office – who fund 78% of our grants – has just awarded us, collectively, the top grade
for the effectiveness and efficiency of our veteran’s programme. A remarkable achievement which
few achieve normally, fewer still in 2020 with the coronavirus restrictions in place.
Second, I must pay tribute to General The Lord Richards of Herstmonceux for his truly remarkable
contribution to the League, veterans, widows and Member Organisations during his time as Deputy
Grand President. I have a hard act to follow – that is one of those delightful British understatements
– but I am delighted that Lord Richards has agreed to remain our Grand President. I know he will
continue to give us his full and considerable support as we enter our Centenary Year.
And third, of course, to 2021, which will be a seminal year for us when we in tandem commemorate
and celebrate our 100 years of great charitable work and look forward to what the future of the League
might be. Over the next 8 months, before the Conference in London - sadly moved from South Africa
due to many uncertainties - we will begin to discuss with you what you feel should be the future of
this remarkable League so that we can gain consensus at the Conference on that future and what it
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might mean for you as individual Member Organisations. For now, I will just reflect that it is
extraordinary that the ‘League’, the element that has not changed in our name since 1921, has
endured. Our Founders, Field Marshal Earl Haig and Prime Minister of The Union of South Africa the
Rt Hon JC Smuts, supported the title ‘League’ as they felt it had special meaning, recognising even
then that many non-military supporters and volunteers would become the bedrock of the
organisation. How right they were. Many Member Organisations, of course, have a significant
proportion of former military personnel as supporters, staff and caseworkers but they are no longer
serving and for so many being a part of a global League is important. It is those in the many countries
across the world who have evolved, adapted and prevailed to ensure we reach our centenary
milestone in such good shape. The Committee we have set up to run the Conference will help us
ensure we mark that centenary milestone appropriately; the Programme is looking exciting, I have to
say.
So in finishing, we have surpassed our expectations in the last 10 months tackling a global crisis with
great determination and empathy for our veterans and widows. Great teams emerge stronger from
crisis and everything I see and hear tells me have done just that. As I say this has been a truly whole
of League effort, from bottom to top. On behalf of everyone in the organisation, and on behalf of our
Patron who I know continues to hold us in fond regard, can I thank you all very much.
With good fortune, I look forward to getting to know you all over the coming year and to welcome
you to London in September 2021 for our Centenary Conference.
Major General Mitch Mitchell CB MBE
Deputy Grand President
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION, LEGIONNAIRE BRIAN
KLOPPER
Dear Legionnaires,
The Legion is another year older and we eagerly anticipate the arrival of next year, when we reach the
signal milestone of 100 years. Even with this fine prospect on the horizon, we look back on a year that
most, if not all of us, would be happy to consign to “File 13” of our lives. We feel this way because
2020 has conspired to prevent us from maximising several of our raisons d’etre in the ways we would
most like to have done.
We were deprived of the opportunities to host and participate in parades until late in the year. Many
of our Branches did not co-ordinate an annual Poppy Appeal because of Covid-19 restrictions or health
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concerns for members with co-morbidities. Social functions,
during which good comradeship is so readily apparent, had to be
cancelled. All of this means that we sacrificed so much of the good
“craic” that we would otherwise have enjoyed whilst honouring
sacrifice and recognising service; two of our priorities. How
wonderful it would have been to discharge these labours of love
in the normal way! Sadly, the very word “normal” was reduced to
an oxymoron by the vagaries of Covid-19. All this despite, the SA
Legion will be able to recall 2020 as a special year when it applies
hindsight now, or in the years to come. The simple fact is that we
rose to the challenges facing us with aplomb.
We approached the parlous situation in which we found
ourselves, with a combination of stoic forbearance and sparkling
good humour. As National President, I have been humbled by the
almost limitless capacity of our Branches simply to soldier on and get the job done. We continue to
fulfil a mandate that exhorts us to work “not for Ourselves but for Others”. My sincere thanks go to
all the Branch Chairpersons, Regional Chairpersons and National Office Bearers who work so tirelessly
to ensure that we live and work by this guiding principle. The festive season is upon us and we now
have the leisure to reflect on what we have done well and where we have perhaps fallen short. We
also bring to recall those who have answered the call to Higher Service and commit ourselves with
renewed vigour to the work that we will do next year.
My best wishes accompany you
and your loved ones at this time,
and I wish you a blessed Christmas
and as festive a Yuletide as COVID19 restrictions permit. May 2021
bring you prosperity, happiness
and fulfilment in abundance.
God bless and keep you all,
NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS
The National Office Bearers met
via “Zoom” on 24 November 2020.
During this meeting, it was agreed that a Special Congress be held as part of the National Executive
Committee meeting scheduled for February 2021 to determine the dates for the 87th Centenary
Congress of the Legion.
COMMUNICATION
Postings on the various social media remained fairly constant during November. With several
Remembrance Day Services being cancelled, it reflected in the number of postings about
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Remembrance Day Services. Never the less there were some interesting posting which received an
appropriate reaction from the members of the various Facebook Pages.
Unfortunately, contributions from branches to the Springbok remains a concern with only a few
branches regularly submitting newsletters and/or articles. The link to the October edition of Springbok
was included in the December edition of Military Despatches.
The regular postings of the History of the South African Navy and the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission’s cemeteries where South African casualties from both the First and Second World wars
are buried continue to be popular amongst the members.
Some posting that received attention is: Learners from Glenwood High School placing Poppies on the
graves of veterans in the Stellawood Cemetery in Durban: 100th Birthday of World War Two veteran
Peter Goodwin; Passing of Legionnaire Peter Swindell; 99th Birthday of World War Two War veteran
“Johnny” Johnson. A member of the famous “Dambusters”; South African Special Forces Association
Remembrance Day Service; Pretoria Boys High School Remembrance Day Assembly 2020. This also
received much attention on the International Facebook Page: Remembrance Day Service in Pretoria;
South African War Dead remembered in Pretoria – article on the South African Broadcasting
Corporation News Website and the Queen paying respect at the Grave of the Unknown Soldier in the
Westminster Abbey.

BRANCH NEWS
BLOEMFONTEIN
During the Annual General Meeting of the Bloemfontein Branch, which took place at Springbok Park
on 28 November 2020. There 18 members in attendance with eight apologies received. During the
meeting they elected the following Office Bearers:









Branch President. Legionnaire J. J. Van Der Merwe.
Branch Vice President. Legionnaire W. Stofberg.
Branch Chairman. Legionnaire J. J. Van Der Merwe.
Branch Vice-Chairman. Legionnaire W. Janse Van Rensburg.
Branch Accountant. Legionnaire H. Steyn.
Branch Secretary. Legionnaire L. Janse Van Rensburg.
Branch Chaplain. Legionnaire (Pastor) T. Lessing.
Members of the General Committee. Legionnaires W. D. W. Janse Van Rensburg, H. H. Steyn,
W. Stofberg, M. Van Der Merwe, G. Van Heerden, W. De Beer and H. J. Hough.

Portfolio members will be elected during the first meeting in 2021.
DURBAN
The Annual General Meeting of the branch took place on Saturday 28 November 2020 at the KwazuluNatal Reserve Signal Unit. In attendance were 17 members and three visitors while 14 apologies were
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PHOTOS OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BLOEMFONTEIN BRANCH

8

received. The meeting was also attended by the Regional Chairman of the Natal Region of the Legion.
During an induction at the meeting Legionnaire Steve Stead was inducted. 20-year Service certificates
were awarded to Legionnaires Tex Westgate and Emil Lancaster. Certificate of Appreciation was
awarded to Legionnaires (Reverend) Clive Jacobson and Rick Andriés. The following office bearers
were elected:












Branch Patron. Legionnaire Pat Acutt (new appointment).
Branch President. Legionnaire Peter Swindell (re-elected before the branch heard of his sad
passing).
Branch Chairman. Legionnaire Bryan Doré (re-elected).
Branch Vice-Chairman. Legionnaire Rick Andriés (re-elected).
Branch Accountant. Legionnaire Conway Reynolds, trading as Business Solutions (re-elected).
Branch Chaplain. Legionnaire (Reverend) Clive Jacobson (re-elected).
Communication and Liaison. Legionnaire Rick Andriés.
Membership and Welfare. Legionnaires Bryan Doré and Rick Andriés.
Ceremonial, Conduct and Dress. Legionnaire Peter Smit.
Events and Projects. Legionnaire Johann Kruger.
Additional Committee Member. Legionnaire Diederik Kruger. (new election – representing the
tenants).

Following the meeting, the members in attendance gathered in harmony with refreshments around a
traditional South African “braai”.
Thank you so much to everyone who so generously gave of their time on Poppy Day to collect for us not straight forward, especially since Covid-19 regulations needed to be complied with. At the time of
writing, the counting procedures have still not been completed, but we have already banked just
under R80 000, expectedly down on last year’s figures, which is understandable in the current
economic situation. Very well done - and a BIG thank you to all concerned. We will inform - and thank
– collectors individually and shopping centres as soon as possible.
Luncheon — Friday, 15 January 2021. We would love you - and your family/friends - to join us for
lunch at the Stella Bowling Club, 339 Battle Road, Umbilo at midday on January 15th, in which case
please inform our Secretary, Lgr Johann Kruger on 031 205 0578 by Wednesday, 13th with numbers
so that he can make the necessary arrangements. You will need to pay for your drinks and meals, but
the prices are very reasonable and the food is good. It will be wonderful to see as many of you there
as possible, please.
KAGISO
Legionnaire Sabelo Masondo recently received his long-awaited house in Borwa Westonaria).
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LEGIONNAIRE SABELO MASONDO AND HIS
NEW HOUSE.
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PORT ELIZABETH
The Branch eventually held its 99th AGM in the Maritime Club – our new Home – on Sunday, 25th
October 2020. The attendance was not as large as usual, which was to be expected during this Covid
pandemic but sufficient for a quorum. The various Agenda Items were all handled including the voting
in of the new Executive for the year who are:










Chairman: Legionnaire T Pattison
Vice-Chairman: Legionnaire N Smith
Secretary: Legionnaire T Pattison
Treasurer; Legionnaire T van der Linde
Ceremonial Officer: Legionnaire JSB Smit:
Padre: Canon M Barth
Members: Legionnaires C Papenfus and G Hagemann
Patron: Legionnaire D Burman
Auditor for Life: Legionnaire W M Bartie

After the formal proceedings, the delegates present enjoyed a finger lunch courtesy of the Branch.
The Branch will start preparing for its Centenary in 2021 (100 not out)

COMMEMORATIONS
VETERANS DAY - DURBAN
Under the guidance of members of the Durban Branch learners of the Glenwood High School placed
Poppies on the graves of veterans in the various plots in the Stellawood Cemetery in Durban on
Saturday 7 November 2020.
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Durban
Even without the usual Guard of Honour and accompanying Army Band, this parade and service was
a great success - thanks especially to all who kindly turned out - especially since it’s the most important
commemoration on our calendar. Sincere thanks to everyone who helped make it such a great
occasion. Very well done!
East London
The Annual Remembrance Day Service took place at the Cenotaph in Buffalo City (East London) on
Sunday 15 November 2020. The service was attended by the Mayor and members of the City Council,
various veteran organisations and local schools. Following the religious service, the Mayor led the
wreath-laying.
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VETERANS DAY DURBAN
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE EAST LONDON
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Johannesburg
Complying with all the protocols and regulations the Remembrance Day Service in Johannesburg
started with the traditional march past by veterans with the standard-bearers of the various
organisations leading the parade. This was followed by the religious service where after the Last Post
was sounded, the two minutes silence observed and the Reveille sounded. Wreaths were laid on
behalf of the City of Johannesburg, veteran organisations and regimental associations. Wreaths on
behalf of the South African Legion was laid by the National Secretary, Legionnaire Riana Venter Van
Zyl. Legionnaires Arthur Khoza and Mpho Mohafa laid wreaths on behalf of the Soweto and Kagiso
Branches.
Kimberley
The Chairman, Legionnaire Chris Marnitz, attended the Remembrance Day Services at Kimberley Boys
High School on 6 November and at St Patrick Christian Brothers College on 11 November. At both
services, he laid a wreath on behalf of the South African Legion.
Port Alfred
This year the Remembrance Day Service was organised by the local Memorable Order of Tin Hats
(MOTH’s). Notwithstanding the current regulations, the service was well attended with members
from the Legion, MOTH’s and SA Air Force Association.
Port Elizabeth
Covid-19 interfered with the Remembrance Parades too. Whilst the Aloe White Ensign Shellhole, in a
brief ceremony, laid wreaths at the Walmer Cenotaph, the Port Elizabeth Branch of the Legion held a
Church Service at St Paul’s Church, Parson’s Hill. The various veteran organisations were invited and
in all, some 100 people attended the Service. Wreaths were laid at the Altar of the Church by several
organisations. The Service was conducted by the Branch Padre Canon Mark Barth of St Paul’s to whom
the Branch extends its sincere thanks for this unique occasion.
Grey High School Port Elizabeth
Similarly, the traditional Remembrance Service at Grey High School saw wreaths laid by the various
Armed Services and Veterans organisations in a short ceremony.
Pretoria
For the second year running the Annual Remembrance Day Service in Pretoria took place in the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission section of the Thaba Tshwane New Military Cemetery on
Sunday 8 November 2020. Given the current regulations with regards COVID 19 attendance was
limited to 500 attendees. The service was organised jointly by the Pretoria Memorial Services Council
and the Pretoria District of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats (MOTH).
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Remembrance Day Service Port Elizabeth.

Remembrance Day Service Port
Alfred.

Remembrance Day Service Grey High School.
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Notwithstanding the restrictions, a large number of Ambassadors/High Commissioners and Military
Attaches/Advisers attended the service. All the Veteran Organisations in Pretoria attended with each
displaying its standard. A total of 18 standards were on parade. The service started with a short
overview of the three Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries in Thaba Tshwane
(Voortrekkerhoogte). This was followed by the religious service.
After the religious service, the standard-bearers recovered their standards for the Last Post, two
minutes of silence and the Reveille. This was followed by the laying of wreaths at the Cross of Sacrifice
in the cemetery. Some 50 wreaths were laid or cross planted. This included nine foreign dignitaries.
After the service, the Chairperson of the Pretoria Memorial Services Council presented Mr Juan Maree,
Director Commonwealth War Graves Commission South Africa, with a certificate of appreciation.
Pretoria Boys High School
During Assembly at Pretoria Boys High School on Wednesday 11 November 2020 Remembrance Day
Service took place. This year the school commemorated 75 years since the end of World War Two.
Following a short religious service, numerous wreaths were laid. This included Legionnaire Ray
Cumming ( a former Brigadier General in the South African Army) laying a wreath on behalf of the
South African Army. This was followed by a spectacular drop of 11 000 poppies from Alloutte
helicopters of the South African Air Force Museum. This was in honour of the 11 000 South Africans
who died during World War Two. At the end of the service, the Chairperson of the Pretoria Branch of
the South African Legion presented the school with five metal Poppies.
Prince Alfred’s Guard Remembers
Members of Prince Alfred`s Guard (Comrades) Association held a memorial service at the Prince
Alfred’s Guard Memorial on Sunday 29 November 2020 in Port Elizabeth to commemorate the 144th
anniversary of the oldest battle honour to be held by a South African Regiment “UMZINTZANI”.
Members of kindred Veteran Associations including the South African Legion participated.
SIDI REZEGH MEMORIAL SERVICE
The 79TH Drumhead Memorial Service of Remembrance and Rededication took place at the Scottish
Memorial at The View, Transvaal Scottish, on Sunday 22 November 2020. The National Secretary laid
a wreath on behalf of the South African Legion.

OTHER STORIES
LEGIONNAIRE BRIAN KLOPPER HONOURED
Herewith the photographs taken on Friday 30th October, at the Russian Consulate in Cape Town. They
were taken by Lgr. Dave Holmes, who accompanied me to take the photos. I did not attend in my
capacity of SA Legion National President but you will note that I was wearing a Haig Poppy.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE PRETORIA
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PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
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Prince Alfred’s Guard Veteran Association
Remembrance Service.

Sidi Rezegh Memorial Service.
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The consular staff had invited me to accept a gift; graneny glass and podstakannik, which are used
when taking tea in the Russian style. Those present were Mr Iakov Baskakov (Acting Consul), Mr Alexei
Enyagin (Vice-Consul) and Mr Dmitry Kryuchkov (Protocol Attache). They entertained us to Ivan-chai
Tea and subsequently, Russkiyi Standart Vodka. They also made me gifts of St. George ribbons (the
Russian equivalent of the Poppy) and a Russian flag pin. I was both humbled and moved by their
generosity.
SAS GALESHEWE (P1567) DECOMMISSIONED
For our naval members and others, this article appeared in
the Defence Web recently. According to the SA Naval
Museum and republished with attribution: “P1567 was one of
nine former Minister Class Strikecraft in service with the SA
Navy (SAN)”. The first six vessels were delivered to the SAN
between 1977 and 1980. The second batch of three was
ordered and taken into service between 1983 and 1985.
“P1567 (boat seven) was the first of the improved Batch 2
boats and was built locally by Sandock Austral in Durban. The
original design of the vessels was based on the Israeli SAAR IV
(renamed RESHEF) fast attack craft. These vessels of 450 tons
packed a mean punch for their size.
They could attain a speed over 30 knots, while two 76 mm
guns and up to eight fixed launchers for the Skerpioen Surface to Surface Missile (SSM) provided a lot
of firepower for a relatively small platform. While not ideally suited for South African sea conditions
they admirably formed the backbone of the SAN for more than three decades.
“P1567 was launched on the afternoon of 26 March 1982 and named SAS Hendrik Mentz by Mrs Amy
Edwards, wife of Vice Admiral Edwards, then SAN Chief. The ship was officially commissioned into the
SAN on 11 February 1983, during which then SAN Chief, Vice Admiral A. P. Putter, charged the first
Officer Commanding, Commander J.A.J. B. Vorster with command.
During the Navy 75 celebrations and the Presidential Fleet Review, the class was redesignated as
Warrior Class Strikecraft and Hendrik Mentz re-commissioned as SAS Galeshewe. The naval ensign was
lowered for the last time on 8 October. P1567 was a pioneer in many ways and decommissioned after
more than 37 years of service in the SAN.
WHY THERE ARE CHELSEA PENSIONERS BURIED AT BROOKWOOD?
Each visit to Brookwood Military Cemetery uncovers a different story. When you explore
the cemetery, you’ll see different sections for different nationalities and different wars.
Here we tell the story of the Chelsea Pensioner plot hidden amongst the trees at Brookwood.
Take a walk through Brookwood Military Cemetery and you’ll pass the headstones and memorials
which commemorate the men and women of the Commonwealth, through the extensive
23
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American section, to plots containing the war dead of countries like Italy, Poland, France and
Germany.
If you walk from the 1939-1945 Memorial near the entrance of the cemetery, past the maple
trees standing sentinel in the Canadian section, and up to the Cross of Sacrifice that stands at
the top of the plot, you’ll see a small footpath cutting through the trees. Take it, and you’ll
emerge in a small, enclosed area where rows of headstones stand in peaceful silence. Here lie
the veterans of the Royal Hospital Chelsea, the Chelsea Pensioners.
The Royal Hospital Chelsea is not a hospital by today’s definition, instead, it began life in 1681
when King Charles II requested means of providing for soldiers who had been “broken by age or
war”. Inspired by the Hôtel National des Invalides in Paris, the aim was to create a “hospital for
the relief of such land soldiers as are, or shall be, old, lame, or infirm in ye service of the crowne”.
Sir Christopher Wren, the famed architect of St. Paul’s Cathedral, was commissioned to establish
the hospital on the site of the former ‘Chelsea College’ and thus the Royal Hospital Chelsea was
created. Now, over 300 years later, it remains, giving former members of the armed forces a
chance of care, comfort and community.
The Pensioners that died whilst living there were buried on the Old Burial Ground within the
hospital’s estate, but by 1854 this area had reached capacity, and an alternative arrangement
was required.
From 1855 through to 1893, Pensioners were buried at Brompton Cemetery, nearby to the Royal
Hospital. The cemetery was subject to much outcry after falling into a state of neglect. As one
concerned member of the public wrote to the Morning Post, “it would be much to the advantage
and health of the neighbourhood if it were closed altogether as it now contains over fifty
thousand bodies”.
The consternation over the state of the cemetery, and particularly for the Chelsea Pensioners
buried there, lead to concerted efforts to improve the cemetery grounds. However, with the
cemetery close to capacity, a new site had to be found.
The issues facing Brompton were part of a larger issue of the time: London was running out of
space to bury its dead. To solve this problem, the London Necropolis Company proposed the use
of large areas of unused land outside of the city itself as burial grounds.
A 2,200-acre site close to Woking was chosen and so Brookwood Cemetery was formed. This new
cemetery was given direct rail access, known as the London Necropolis Railway, to allow the
large-scale movement of bodies and family members wishing to attend funerals. The cemetery
was divided into plots, including one for the Royal Hospital Chelsea, where the first of the Chelsea
Pensioners was buried in 1894.
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In 1917 part of Brookwood Cemetery was set aside for the burial of men and women of the forces
of the Commonwealth and Americans who had died, many of battle wounds, in the London
district. This formed the Brookwood Military Cemetery which was further extended to
accommodate Commonwealth casualties of the Second World War.
Burials of Chelsea Pensioners continued well into the 20th Century, until, on 17 February 1953,
Edward Short, MP for Newcastle upon Tyne and himself a veteran of the Second World War,
stood in the House of Commons to question the conditions of the Pensioners buried in
Brookwood Cemetery:
“Is it not a shocking disgrace that these fine old Pensioners should have their graves marked only
by a peg in the ground with a number attached to it, especially as there are a short distance away
neat, well-kept graves of Poles and Czechs tended by the Imperial War Graves Commission? Will
the hon. Gentleman, have the graves transferred to the Imperial War Graves Commission?” Mr
James Hutchison, MP for Glasgow Scotstoun, stated that while there was a memorial to the
Chelsea Pensioners, cost and upkeep of individual headstones could run to £10 to £12 each,
saying: “The funds of Chelsea Hospital are not excessive, and we believe it is better to expend
them on the living.”
Mr George Wigg, MP for Dudley replied: “Does the hon. Gentleman realise that the Government
are making money out of the Chelsea Pensioners? Before a man becomes an inmate of the Royal
Hospital he has to surrender his pension. Would it not be only decent to give back some of that
money to erect at least a headstone?” With this, James Hutchinson agreed to investigate the
matter, beginning the process that saw the continued care of the graves of the Chelsea
Pensioners placed in the hands of the Imperial War Graves Commission.
The Commission obtained Burial Rights on 3rd October 1961 for the Royal Hospital Burial Ground
for the Chelsea Pensioners at Brookwood. The section adjacent to the Canadian section in the
military cemetery was begun in 1962 and contains close to 1000 Chelsea Pensioners. Any visit to
Brookwood is not complete without taking a moment to visit the Pensioners buried as they lived,
among friends and comrades. Commonwealth War Graves Commission Blog.

OBITUARIES
Legionnaire Peter Robin Swindell - 29 September 1934 – 28 November 2020 – by Legionnaire Rick
Andriés.
Legionnaire Swindell initially did his military service in Northern Rhodesia, then later in the South
African Commandos, and had been a Legionnaire for many, many years – serving in turn as Chairman
of the Eshowe Branch before moving to Durban where he served with distinction on the Branch
Committee before becoming the Honorary President of the Durban Branch. Peter was also ViceChairman of the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Committee for many years and in 2016 had been appointed
as an Honorary National Vice-President of the SA Legion.
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It was at our Annual General Meeting, only a few
minutes after we had re-elected him as our
Branch President that we received the most
devastating news of Lgr Peter’s passing earlier
that day as a result of pancreatic cancer. He was
86 years of age.
To quote our National President, Lgr Brian
Klopper, “Peter was the embodiment of
gentlemanly conduct and lived the ideals of the
SA Legion to the fullest. It was indeed an honour
and a privilege to be associated with him and I
always came away from any interaction with him
feeling that I had learned something of value.
We are all very much the poorer for his passing
to Higher Service. May his dearly departed soul
find eternal solace and repose with Jesus, Mary,
Joseph and the Communion of Saints. My
condolences accompany the Swindell family in
these dark hours of dolour and irretrievable
loss.”
He had always been there when asked or needed
- and gave more than he received. We shall miss
his wise input at our decision-making meetings and his incredibly sharp sense of humour. Peter’s
passing from this world makes it a poorer place. He was such a caring and compassionate person and
loved almost without exception by all those who came into contact with him. Peter will be sorely
missed by all – a man who went through life not expecting any favours but who was always willing to
dish them out. One of the old school - and boy, what a school that was! As they say, “They don’t
make them like that anymore”.
In memory of our beloved and valued Comrade, Peter deeply mourned by his wife, Mary, family,
friends and comrades-in-arms, let it be known that his spirit lives on. May we be inspired by Peter’s
dedication as a Legionnaire that we may strive, as he did, to uphold the principles of unselfish service
to the community and our comrades, so that we may continue to serve even unto death.
Peter certainly lived by our motto, “Not for Ourselves, but for Others” – a true Legion legend!
HE SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD.
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY HIM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN.
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING,
WE WILL REMEMBER HIM.
Mr Ian Yule – United Kingdom and Europe Branch
Sad news from the UK, Mr Ian Yule has passed away.
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Yule enlisted as a young man in the British Army, beginning as a Royal Artillery gunner, and later as a
Paratrooper. He fought in Korea and saw action during the landings at Incheon and the Battle of Chosin
Reservoir. He later became a badged member of the Special Air Service after completing their gruelling
selection course.
In the early 1960s, he left the British Army to volunteer his services to Mad Mike Hoare's mercenary
5 Commando. He served as a foreign fighter during the dramatic Congo Crisis, and later found his way
to the Rhodesian Security Forces and SADF.
After most of his adult life an anti-communist warrior, Yule decided on settling in southern Africa
where his military expertise gave him an edge in the film and television world. He was best known for
his roles as the former SAS mercenary Tosh Donaldson in the 1978 film "The Wild Geese". Other roles
of note include Shangani Patrol (1970), Zulu Dawn (1979), and Shamwari (1982).
In his later years, he became increasingly debilitated by old war wounds and severe arthritis. He was
evacuated by the South African Legion to receive long term care in the UK in 2015, where it was
discovered that he was almost completely deaf and blind as a consequence of his many years of
service. He was cared for during his final days in Chichester with support from the South African
Legion. He passed away on 3 December 2020.
Yule's story is the stuff of legend, a soldier, turned mercenary, turned international movie star. There
will never be another like him. The story of the late Ian Yule appeared in the 2016 – 1 edition of
Springbok. The late Mr Yule was not a member of the Legion but received support from the United
Kingdom and Europe branch as indicated in both articles – Editor.
OTHER OBITUARIES
Durban
Legionnaire Ian Hoyer.
Port Elizabeth
Legionnaire Alf Gebhardt.
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POPPY MURIEL – B.E.S.L. COURT DURBAN
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION STRUCTURE
Branches:
• Alexandria
• Atteridgeville
• Benoni
• Bloemfontein
• Botshabelo
• Brakpan
• Cape Canopy
• Cape Town
• Central Wits
• Durban
• East London
• England
• Europe
• Grahamstown

Patron in Chief:
President of the Republic of South Africa
Past Presidents for Life:
• Lgr Jurie Van der Merwe
• Lgr Chris PC de B Venter
Honorary Life Vice Presidents:
• Lgr Jurie van der Merwe
• Lgr Arthur Blake
• Lgr Bazil Kriel
• Lgr Rick Andriès
• Lgr Quentin Gibson
National President: Lgr Brian Klopper.
National V/President: Lgr Brian Smith.
National Treasurer: Lgr George Booth.
National Secretary: Lgr Riana Venter van Zyl.
National Liaison/Membership: Lgr Mark Louw.
National Wellbeing: Lgr Rees Davies.
National Ceremonial/Discipline: Lgr Shaun Booth.
National Communication: Lgr Charles Ross.
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Regional Chairmen:
• Eastern Cape: Vacant.
• Free State: Lgr Jurie Van
Der Merwe.
• Gauteng: Lgr Mark Louw
• Kwa-Zulu Natal: Lgr Rick
Andriés
• UK & Europe: Lgr Cameron
Kinnear

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kagiso-West Rand
Kimberley
King Williams Town
Kroonstad
Lower South Coast
North Coast
Pietermaritzburg
Port Alfred
Port Elizabeth
Pretoria
Rooiplaas
Scotland
Soweto
Strand

