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Some of the new members of the Cape Town Branch waiting to be inducted as members
of the South African Legion during the induction ceremony at Rosedale on Monday
evening 4 April 2022.
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
On 4 April the President held another “family meeting” during
which he announced the termination of the National State of
Disaster. This was 750 days after the National State of
Emergency was declared on 15 March 2020 following the
outbreak of COVID 19 in South Africa. A lot has happened
during the 750 days which included that the centenary of the
Legion had to be postponed from February/March 2021 to
October 2021. It then had to take place without any overseas
guests due to travel restrictions. While certain restrictions
remained in place the country was generally pleased to accept
the termination and the prospects of all returning to “normal”
activities. Throughout all of this, the medical fraternity kept
warning that a firth wave was on the way and that we should be prepared. So stay safe.
Sadly early in April, Kwazulu-Natal has been hit with heavy rain causing severe damage to
infrastructure and the loss of many lives. It is said to be the worst natural disaster in South Africa with
a death toll of more than 400. There was also severe flooding in parts of the Eastern Cape and North
West Province. As a result of this, a new National State of Disaster was declared on 19 April 2022 and
funds were made available for relief work. Numerous organisations immediately got involved with
disaster relief in the province. Sadly it will take a long time to repair the damage to the infrastructure.
On 24 February Russia invaded Ukraine. Not since World War Two has the world seen such destruction
and there seems to be little hope of peace soon. While this conflict is a long way from South Africa we
have already started feeling the impact of the conflict in the increase in the fuel price. The price of
various commodities has started to increase and there are warnings of more increases.
Let us keep the people of Kwazulu-Natal in our prayers. Let us also keep praying for peace in Ukraine.
The next edition of the Springbok will be published at the end of June 2022. I therefore kindly request
all branches to keep sending information about their branch activities.

CORRECTION
The following mistakes made in the February 2022 edition of the Springbok is here with corrected:

Page 4
Photo of Lgr van der Merwe – PPFL (not HLPP) Lgr Jurie van der Merwe enjoying
the “braai”.
Page 25
Lgr Chris PC de B Venter and Lgr Jurie van der Merwe are SAL Past Presidents
for Life, as appointed by Congress.
Lgr Brian Klopper is Honorary Life Past President, as appointed by Congress.
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LGR JOHANN KRUGER
This edition of the Springbok is dedicated to the late Lgr Johann Kruger who was Called to
Higher Service on 2 April 2022. Lgr Kruger was the Secretary of the Durban Branch and the
Kwazulu-Natal Region and a regular contributor to the Springbok by submitting articles on the
activities of the Durban Branch and the Kwazulu-Natal Region. He was also responsible for
the current header of the Springbok Newsletter as well as the centenary badge of the South
African Legion. Above all Lgr Kruger was a friend and I regularly discussed certain issues
regarding the Springbok with him. He was always willing to assist. Here are some of the photos
of the late Lgr Kruger.
“We Will Remember Lgr Johann Kruger”.
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At the going down of the sun
And in the morning
We will remember you.
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REGION NEWS
CAPE
The newest region of the Legion, the Cape Region, was established at the end of 2021. The region
comprises Cape Town Branch and Strand Branch. Lgr Ray Nesset was elected as the first Regional
Chairman.

BRANCH NEWS
CAPE TOWN
Induction Ceremony. The restrictions imposed through Covid meant that it had been quite some
time since our last induction, and a bumper ceremony was held on 4 April. The branch chairman, Lgr
Ray Nesset, officiated and welcomed 34 new members into the fold.
ROSEDALE, CAPE TOWN
Donation. Eddie Wesselo recently arranged a donation of R1 000,00 to our branch and explained the
background, “The Citizen Force in the SA Navy was closed down in 2003 but we had an established
Association (started in 1993, the idea being to involve families while their men were involved in
evening and weekend training). Our Association was one of the last to have a permanent meeting
place which we shared with the NHT (Naval Heritage Trust).” With access to the clubhouse restricted,
for security reasons, and the fact that membership had dwindled to about 6 active members, the
decision was taken to abandon the organisation and donate the few remaining funds to the Legion
and the MOTHs. Our heartfelt thanks, Eddie and associates, for this thoughtful and kind contribution
to our coffers.
Dukes Motorcycle Club The Cape Town chapter of the Dukes Motorcycle Club brought not only a
smile to the faces of the Cape Town branch executive, but also to those who will benefit from the
extraordinary donation of clothing and other household goods, possibly earmarked for the
‘Wednesday Boys’, veterans who receive monthly grants from that branch. Here (kneeling) Peter
Napier (exco Welfare), (left) David Holmes, branch manager and exco secretary and to his left Lionel
Stuurman gratefully accept the donation from Craig Wilds, vice-chairman of the Club, and Henry van
der Merwe.
High Tea. A group of budding and blossoming nonagenarians were feted at a High Tea at Rosedale on
Wednesday, March 2. These residents and outside members enjoyed a scrumptious spread and this
illustrious band of ‘youngsters’ were toasted by the Service Centre chair, Tim Reilly, and colleagues.
LAPA. The background to the building of the Lapa is as part of the upgrading programme at Rosedale,
a Lapa was constructed that provides shelter in inclement weather and an outlet for smokers. Already
it has proved an asset and is well patronised.
Liezel Durr. Cape Town branch bookkeeper, Liesel Durr, has left us – and South Africa – to settle in
Palmerston, New Zealand. The branch recently held a farewell function where the branch bid her
farewell.
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Scenes from the Cape Town Branch
induction Ceremony held on 4 April
2022.
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The meeting place refereed in the report
“donation”.

Donation by the Cape Town chapter of the Dukes Motorcycle
Club

Residents enjoying “90’s high tea”.
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Residents take up their positions in the
newly-built lapa: from l to r Gordon de
la Chaumette, Lorna Sainsbury, Dave
Kenny, John Dorrington, Tom Arnott,
Annette Ledger and Don Stokes.

National Treasurer Johan Johnson hands Liesel a
cheque that carries our good wishes.

Members of exco and
Liesel’s colleagues give her a
warm send-off.
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Cheese and Wine. Covid put paid to Christmas again last year and with it Rosedale residents Del
Davies and Phyllis Webb’s annual gesture of goodwill – providing a scrumptious meal on the 25th.
Instead, they hosted a cheese and wine on Saturday, March 19 and in that way were able to wish
residents and members a belated and happy festive season.
Fire Drill. The safety of the residents at Rosedale remains a high priority in the eyes of management
and to this end, a fire drill was carried out on Wednesday, March 23.
Brass Bell. Sourced/restored (by Rosedale residents Anthony Teale, antique shop owner and flea
market dealer, and Lucille Byrnes) and the stand hand-crafted by cottage owner and engineer Darryl
Bailey), the recovered brass bell now hangs proudly in the Rosedale Club.

COMMEMORATIONS
ANZAC DAY 2022 CANNOCK CHASE UNITED KINGDOM
After a three year absence, the Annual ANZAC Day Commemorative Service returned to the Cannock
Chase War Cemetery, Cannock, Staffordshire on Sunday 24 April 2022. There has been an ANZAC
ceremony on Cannock Chase almost every year since 1918. The service, in the form of a Drumhead
Service, was organised by the Royal British Legion.
The service was attended by Cannock Chase MP, Amanda Milling, as well as representatives from the
High Commissions of Australia and New Zealand, the Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire Ian Dudson and
Staffordshire’s High Sheriff James Friend. Members of the armed forces, local council mayors and
chairmen, and the MP for Stafford Theo Clarke were also in attendance.
Members of the South African Legion, Europe and United Kingdom Branch, attended the service and
a wreath was laid on behalf of the Legion.
ANZAC DAY 2022 PRETORIA
The Annual ANZAC Day Commemorative Dawn Service took place at the Australian High Commission
in Pretoria on Monday 25 April 2022 at 06:00. Over the years the annual ANZAC Day services have
been characterized by being either very cold or very wet. This year was no exception as shortly before
the start of the service the heavens opened. Due to COVID 19, this year’s service was scaled down
from previous years.
The service started with the welcome and the Requiem by the First Secretary of the Australian High
Commission which was followed by the singing of the Hymn Abide with Me. The New Zealand High
Commissioner, HE Dr Emma Dunlop-Bennett then read the poem, In Flanders Fields by Lieutenant
Colonel John McCrae whereafter the Ambassador of Turkey delivered the words of Mustafa Kemel
Ataturk, founder and first President of the Republic of Turkey. This was followed by the address by HE
Gita Kamath, High Commissioner of Australia.
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Residents enjoying the cheese and wine.

Manager David Holmes checks that evacuees
have followed due instructions during the fire
drill.

Walden Davis and Gordon de la Chaumette call time by ringing
the bell at the close of yet another happy hour.

11

Scenes from the ANZAC Day
Service at Cannock Chase
United Kingdom.
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This was followed by the Ode, Last Post, 2-minutes silence and the Reveille. Wreaths were laid by the
High Commissioners of Australia and New Zealand, the Ambassador of Turkey and a representative of
the South African Government. After this wreaths were laid by various organisations and veteran
organisations. The National President of the South African Legion, Lgr Brian Smith, laid a wreath on
behalf of the Legion.
The service was concluded with the singing of the National Anthems of South Africa, New Zealand and
Australia. Attendees then enjoyed breakfast.

OTHER STORIES
SOUTH AFRICANS COMMONWEALTH WAR CASUALTIES BURIED ACROSS THE WORLD – PART TWO
South Africans participated in almost every theatre of war during both the First and Second World
Wars. According to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Casualty Data Base 7 290 (includes
607 unknown) First World War casualties and 9 986 (includes 84 unknown) Second World War
casualties are buried in 1 207 cemeteries while 2 959 First World War and 2 005 Second World War
casualties are commemorated on 48 memorials.
With South Africans having served far and wide it is not surprising that you would find single or small
group graves in cemeteries across the world. Here are some of those cemeteries where one or a very
small group of South Africans are buried.
MAYNAMATI WAR CEMETERY – BANGLADESH
Before the war, Maynamati was a hamlet of a few dozen huts, but during the war, a large military
camp was established there. Several ordnance depots and several military hospitals, both British and
Indian, were in the area, including Nos. 14 and 150 British General Hospitals; and the majority of the
burials in Maynamati War Cemetery were from the various hospitals. Graves from isolated places in
the surrounding country, and some from as far afield as Burma, were moved into the cemetery by the
Army Graves Service and later on by the Commission; and it was found necessary to transfer also
graves from small cemeteries at Dacca, Faridpur, Paksay, Saidpur, Santahan and Sirajgany, where they
The cemetery was started by the Army and laid out by the garrison engineer. It is dominated by a small
flat-topped hill crowned with indigenous flowering and evergreen trees. Between the entrance and
this hill lie the Christian graves, and on the far side of it are the Muslim graves. On a terrace about
halfway up the hill, facing the entrance stands the Cross of Sacrifice, and on the other side a shelter
looks over the Muslim graves to a tree-framed view of the countryside beyond.
There are now over 700, 1939-45 war casualties commemorated in this cemetery.
Lieutenant Alan Leonard Spafford, South African Air Force, 99 Squadron, died on 21 January 1946.
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Scenes from the ANZAC Day Dawn Service Pretoria.
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POINTE NOIRE EUROPEAN CEMETERY – REPUBLIC OF CONGO
On the 23 October 1942, H.M.S. Phoebe was on her way to take part in operations off North Africa
when she was torpedoed off the coast of French Equatorial Africa. 46 men lost their lives in this
engagement and 29 of them were buried in Pointe Noire European Cemetery in a large collective
grave. This grave was later marked by a screen wall memorial, which carries details of all 46 casualties.
Ordinary Seaman Douglas William Lord, South African Naval Forces, HMS Phoebe, who died on 24
October 1942.
NICOSIA WAR CEMETERY – CYPRUS
NICOSIA WAR CEMETERY was established by the military authorities during the Second World War for
the burial of servicemen who died while on duty in Cyprus. Several graves were also moved here from
small civilian cemeteries in villages in different parts of the island. There are now 215 Second World
War casualties, two of whom are unidentified and four non-war casualties commemorated in this
cemetery. Within the cemetery stands the NICOSIA CREMATION MEMORIAL, which commemorates
73 soldiers of the army of undivided India who died in Cyprus during the Second World War and whose
remains were cremated in accordance with their faith.
Also in this cemetery is the CYPRUS (NICOSIA) MEMORIAL which commemorates the officers and men
of the Cyprus Regiment and the Cyprus Volunteer Force who died in Cyprus during the Second World
War and were buried in village cemeteries in various parts of the island. Some lie in the family or
collective graves where it was not possible to commemorate them with the usual Commission
headstone.
Lieutenant Ian Isaac de Klerk, South African Air Force, who died on 15 September 1944 and Lieutenant
Owen Douglas De Smidt, South African Air Force who died on 02 December 1944.
COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION: WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH: REMEMBERING THE
WOMEN WHO GAVE THEIR ALL DURING THE TWO WORLD WARS
There are many stories of women from across the Commonwealth
who fought during both World Wars, some of whom laid down
their lives and are commemorated by the CWGC today. Here in the
UK, you don’t have to travel far to discover these inspirational
stories. So, who are these women, where did they come from and
what did they do during the wars? We’ve picked out some of these
amazing stories from both conflicts which might be closer to home
than you think.
NURSE HILDA FLORENCE LETITIA PEARE. Hilda Peare was born in
1894 (estimated) in Co Wexford Ireland, the daughter of Richard
and Sarah Peare. As a child, Hilda attended the French School in
Co. Wicklow. In 1915, after the outbreak of World War One, she
joined the Dublin Detachment of the Voluntary Aid Detachment
15

Maynamati War Cemetery.

Pointe
Noire
Cemetery.

European

Nicosia War Cemetery.

16

Unit (V.A.D). and worked in the 2nd Western General Hospital in Manchester. Whilst nursing the sick
and wounded of the armed forces she contracted Scarlett fever and sadly died on 13th March 1917,
she was 23 years old. Hilda was buried at Manchester Southern Cemetery with full Military honours,
a gun carriage and a firing party being supplied by the Commanding Officer of the Heaton Park Depot.
It was reported that the funeral was well attended by members of the V.A.D nursing staff; Sergeants
of the local Royal Medical Corps detachment acted as pallbearers.
SECTION OFFICER NOOR INAYAT KHAN. Shortly after her
birth in Moscow in 1914, Noor Inayat Khan and her family
left Russia for Paris and then moved on to London after the
outbreak of World War One. By 1920 however, Noor and
her family had moved back to France. Fast forward to 1940,
Noor and her brother Vilayat wanted to do their part during
World War Two, despite being raised to believe in nonviolence. They escaped to England to join the war effort.
Noor joined the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force where she
trained as a wireless operator.
Noor came to the attention of the Special Operations
Executive (SOE) who was looking for people who spoke
fluent French. She was quickly recruited and in 1943
became one of the first women to be sent for specialist SOE
signals training. Called away from her training earlier than
planned, she was flown to France and made her way to
Paris. Little did she know, the SOE group she was sent to join was about to be unravelled by the Nazi
secret police.
Noor quickly became the only SOE wireless operator left in the Paris area. After months of difficult
and dangerous work, she agreed to return to the UK. But just two days before she was due to leave,
Noor was arrested by the secret police. She was killed in Dachau concentration camp on the morning
of 13th September 1944. She was 30 years old. Today she is commemorated on CWGC’s Runnymede
Memorial in Surrey.
STAFF NURSE ANNIE WINNIFRED MUNRO. Annie Munro was the
daughter of William and Ellen Munro, of Pietermaritzburg, Natal. Her
brother also died in service during World War One. Annie started her
nursing career in West Africa where she was looking after the armed
forces. Annie then served on board a hospital ship caring for casualties
from the fighting in Gallipoli. She would also go on to join the South
African Expeditionary Force in France. For this assignment, she was
based close to the front lines, working very long hours, often in
demanding conditions. As a result, she contracted pneumonia and
travelled to England to recover.
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When she felt better, she travelled to Scotland, where her father had been born as she had a desire
to visit and travel through the country her father was from. Unfortunately, she travelled no further
north than Glasgow. Annie became ill again and was taken to hospital in Glasgow where she
succumbed to her disease and died on the 6th April 1917, aged 26.
She is cared for by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in the Glasgow Western
Necropolis where she was buried with full military honours. Her original grave marker was
commissioned by the South African’s Comfort Committee, under the direction of Viscountess
Gladstone who reached out to Sir Herbert Baker to design Annie’s headstone. Today, you will find a
CWGC pedestal marker at the base of Annie’s original headstone which was installed because the
original headstone was no longer legible.
NURSE HANNAH DUNLOP MARK. Born in 1895, Hannah
Mark was the fourth of nine children. Her father, Alexander
Marks, was employed as a Highway Surveyor and the family
lived in Bridgend, Glamorgan. By 1914 Hannah was training to
become a nurse and served throughout the War as part of the
Territorial Nursing Service. In 1918 she was working at the 1st
Western Military Hospital in Fazakerley, Liverpool where she
contracted and died of pneumonia following influenza the
Spanish Flu outbreak. She was 23 years old.
After her death, Hannah’s body was returned to Bridgend
Cemetery, and she received a well-attended funeral with full
military honours. The Matron in Chief of the Territorial Force
Nursing Service wrote a letter of condolence to Hannah’s
family in which she said, “A record will be kept at the War
Office of the cheerful, willing service assistant Nurse Mark has
rendered to her country while on active service at home, it was
with the deepest regret that the report of her death was received.”
VIOLETTE REINE ELIZABETH SZABO, Violette Szabo worked for the 'F' Section in Special Operations
Executive (SOE) during the Second World War. During a mission in France, she was captured and
imprisoned by the Nazis. She was executed in Ravensbrück concentration camp and posthumously
awarded the George Cross, the highest honour given to civilians. Violette initially joined the Women’s
Land Army when war broke out and then the Auxiliary Territorial Services (ATS) in 1941. Her mother
was French and she spoke French fluently having spent a lot of time there as a child. This was an
important quality for 'F' Section recruits
In July 1940, she had met Etienne Szabo, an officer in the French Foreign Legion. They were married
after just five weeks and Violette gave birth to their daughter Tania on 8th June 1942. Four months
later Etienne was killed in action in North Africa. Shortly after Etienne’s death, Violette was recruited
to the ‘F’ Section in SOE, whose agents went to occupied France to work against German forces.
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On her first mission to France in April 1944, she acted as a courier
to Philippe Liewer, whose resistance network in the Rouen area
of France had been uncovered by the Gestapo. Violette’s job was
to try to re-establish contact with members of the network and
gather vital intelligence. Her second mission began on 7th June
1944, the day after D-Day. She, Liewer and another agent
parachuted into southwest France, near Limoges, to set up a new
network with local resistance groups.
Three days later Violette was on a courier trip with a resistance
leader known as ‘Anastasie’ when they encountered German
forces. Their car was stopped at a roadblock and a gun battle took
place. Violette was captured but helped ensure that Anastasie
was able to escape. After capture, Violette was brutally
interrogated in Fresnes prison in Paris before being deported by train to Germany. During the journey,
the train was attacked by British aircraft and Violette and another female prisoner took the
opportunity - at great personal risk - to take water to the male prisoners.
Violette was executed at Ravensbrück concentration camp in early 1945. Violette Szabo was awarded
the George Cross for bravery on 28 January 1947. The medal was presented to her daughter Tania on
her mother's behalf.
Her George Cross medal is on display in the Lord Ashcroft Gallery at IWM London
HELMET QUIZ
We are showing 15 steel helmets below. Putting your thinking helmets on try and identify them. We
will provide the answers in the June edition of Springbok. This courtesy of the MILITARY DESPATCHES:
VOL 58 APRIL 2022

Helmet Number 1

Helmet Number 4

Helmet Number 2

Helmet Number 5
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Helmet Number 3

Helmet Number 6

Helmet Number 7

Helmet Number 10

Helmet Number 13

Helmet Number 8

Helmet Number 9

Helmet Number 11

Helmet Number 12

Helmet Number 14

Helmet Number 15

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE QUIZ.
This month we’re testing your military general knowledge. We give you 25 questions and you give us
the answers. Some of these are easy, some of them not so easy. See how many of these you know.
The answers will be published in the June edition of Springbok.
1.

Where was the first place ever bombed by the South African Air Force?

2.

How many South Africans were awarded the Victoria Cross during World War II?

3.

By what name was the German Panzerkampfwagen V better known as?

4.

What was the nickname given to Britain’s’ Home Guard during World War II?

5.

How many women have been awarded the Victoria Cross?

6.

By what name are the Russian Special Forces commonly known as?
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7.

Who was South Africa’s leading air ace during World War I?

9.

What does the American nickname GI stand for?

10.

Who was the first person to be awarded the Honoris Crux?

11.

What were the code names for the five beaches on D-Day?

12.

Which former heavyweight boxing champion was a paratrooper during World War II?

13.

Which Rhodesian unit was known as “The Saints”?

14.

Who wrote ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ about an event in the Crimean War?

15.

Which South African Army unit was based at Ndukuduku in Zululand?

16.

During the Vietnam War, who was known as Hanoi Jane?

17.

Which big band leader disappeared over the English Channel on 15 December 1944?

18.

How long did the 100-year war last?

19.
Lord Haw-Haw broadcast Nazi propaganda to Britain from German during World War II.
What was his real name?
20.

Which Academy Award-winning movie featured the memorable Colonel Bogey March?

21.

Who was the only member of the South African Air Force to become Chief of the SADF?

22.

During what war did Florence Nightingale help to found modern nursing?

23.

Which World War II tank was nicknamed the ‘Ronson’?

24.

What was the nickname given to the Bell UH-1 Iroquois helicopter?

25.

What was the NATO codename for the Russian Mig-21 fighter jet?

Courtesy MILITARY DESPATCHES: Vol 57, March 2022.
COUNTING THE COST
According to official records, 2,573 members of the SADF died while on active service. Yet less than a
third of them were killed in action. How did the rest die?

21

In 1957 the New Defence Act, Act No.44 of 1957 was passed, merging the former Union Defence Force
(including Reserves), the Citizen Force, Commandos and South African Permanent Force into the South
African Defence Force (SADF), headquartered in Pretoria. The SADF consisted of a permanent Force,
a Citizen Force and Commandos. The three arms of the SADF were the Army, Air Force and the Navy.
Later a fourth arm, the South African Medical Services, was formed.
In 1968 conscription was introduced when it was decided that all-white South African males would
be required to do a period of compulsory military service. Note carefully the use of the word
compulsory. It was not a request, it was an instruction and it was backed up by an act of parliament.
Every white male who was a South African citizen or had permanent residence was required to register
with the South African Defence Force in the year that he turned sixteen. Conscription was better
known as ‘National Service’. At first, it was for a period of nine months and was then extended to a
period of 12 months. In 1978 national service was increased to 24 months. In 1989 national service
was reduced back to one year.
The SADF was disbanded in 1994 and absorbed into the new South African National Defence Force
(SANDF). While the SADF was never involved in any declared war, they were involved in combat in
South West Africa (now Namibia), Angola, Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Mozambique, and Zambia. The
undeclared war in South West Africa and Angola became known as the ‘Border War’. It lasted from 26
August 1966 to 21 March 1990. A total of 23 years, six months, three weeks and two days. The SADF
took part in no fewer than 52 major operations. In the 37 years that it existed, a total of 2,573
members of the SADF died while on active service. Considering the fact that the SADF was involved in
a ‘war’ for 23 years, this is not a high figure.
Especially when you compare it to the American casualty figures during the Vietnam War, another
undeclared war. The Americans were involved in Vietnam for 20 years. During that time they suffered
58,318 dead and more than 300,000 wounded. The US had more soldiers killed in action (KIA) in a
single year than the SADF had in 23 years. Even a short war such as the 1982 Falklands War between
the United Kingdom and Argentine resulted in the death of 255 British troops and 633 Argentinian
troops. And this was in a war that lasted just over two months.
Yet the figure of 2,573 SADF deaths is a misleading one. It would be easy to assume that these people
died during the Border War. This, however, is not the case. In fact only 791 members of the SADF were
killed in action or died as a direct result of combat. That is only 30.7 %. So what happened to the
remaining 69.3%? How did they die? The shocking, and sad, fact is that the highest cause of death in
the SADF was as a result of motor vehicle accidents. A total of 844 members of the SADF lost their
lives in accidents involving vehicles, both military and civilian. This equates to 32.8 %. Many troops
were killed driving home on a weekend pass, or while returning to their base after a pass. The driver
of a Buffel APC would lose control of the vehicle and it would roll. It was a standing order that troops
travelling in the back of the vehicle had to be wearing their seatbelts. Of course, some didn’t and they
would pay the consequences.
The next highest cause of death was as a result of aircraft accidents. These were not as a result of
damage to aircraft during combat, but accidents. Many of these accidents took place during pilot
training. 241 people died in aircraft accidents. A total of 236 SADF members lost their lives in shooting
22

accidents. It was not uncommon for there to be accidental discharges (AD). In the majority of cases,
no one would be injured. This was not, however, always the case. Troops shot either themselves or
someone else as a result of an AD. Naturally, other accidents occurred on a frequent basis. People
would be electrocuted, struck by vehicles, fatally injured in falls. More than a few died in parachute
accidents. 151 people died as a result of accidents. Another cause of death was drowning. This could
have been as a result of trying to cross a river, being caught in a flash flood, or even drowning in the
base swimming pool. 97 people died from drowning.
Accidents with explosives resulted in 89 deaths. A mortar bomb falling short during a live fire exercise,
troops playing with a hand grenade - these were just some of the causes. A total of 85 people died as
a result of disease or natural causes. These included heart attacks, strokes, asthma attacks and so on.
According to the official records, 24 members of the SADF committed suicide while on active service.
Finally, 15 members of the SADF were killed by wild animals. These included crocodiles, hippos, and
elephants.
The unit that suffered the most casualties as a result of being killed in action was not a SADF unit. It
was in fact a police unit. The South West Africa Police Counter-Insurgency Wing: Ops-K Division, better
known as Koevoet, lost 127 men killed in action. The SADF unit with the most killed in action was the
32 Battalion. They lost 100 men in battle. 101 Battalion (SWATF) suffered 75 killed in action while 202
Battalion lost 44. 61 Mechanised Battalion Group, better known as 61 Mech, took part in numerous
cross-border operations during the Border War. They lost 37 men killed in action. Another unit that
lost 37 men was 4 South African Infantry Battalion (4 SAI). 5 Reconnaissance Commando (later 5
Reconnaissance Regiment) lost 33 men.
Below are other units that lost 10 or more men killed in action:
• 5 South African Infantry Battalion (5 SAI) - 22
• 201 Battalion - 22
• 1 Parachute Battalion - 21
• 1 Special Services Battalion (1 SSB) - 21
• 102 Battalion - 21
• 1 Reconnaissance Commando/Regiment - 20
• 6 South African Infantry Battalion (6 SAI) - 16
• 8 South African Infantry Battalion (8 SAI) - 16
• 1 South African Infantry Battalion (1 SAI) - 14
• 3 South African Infantry Battalion (3 SAI) - 12
• 2 South African Infantry Battalion (2 SAI) - 10
• Group 34 – 10
*Authors note: Please note that the figures used in this article are taken from the official figures given.
The total number of deaths may have been higher. It also does not take into consideration those
wounded, disfigured or permanently disabled. Nor those that suffered from psychological effects.
The above article is published with the approval of the editor of the MILITARY DESPATCHES and
appeared in Volume 57: March 2022 edition. The authors note above is that of the author of the article
Counting the Cost and not that of the editor of the Springbok.
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OBITUARIES
BLOEMFONTEIN
Lgr D. P. du Toit.
Lgr Koos van Heerden
CAPE TOWN
Lgr Robert Docherty
Lgr Fred Daniels
TORONTO FIRE Fighters War Veterans Association
COMRADE OBITUARY. It is with great sorrow we
announce the passing of Fred Daniels on January 23,
2022. Predeceased by his wife Dorothy Daniels. Loving
Father of Trevor (Shelley), Marilyn Tulk (Bryan) and
Tyrone (Maria), Brother-in-Law to Bertha (Ben) and
Graham. He is dearly loved and will be greatly missed by
his grandchildren Jesse (Esther), Kyle, Brodie, Samantha,
Amanda (Aaron), Cameron (Jennifer), Lauren, Jordyn,
Lacy, Tanner and Reid, and his six great-grandchildren.
Fred travelled regularly to Cape Town and is fondly
remembered by his many friends and family in South
Africa, Australia, England and Canada.
Fred was a WW II veteran and loved distributing poppies on Remembrance Day. For his service, he
was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the Italy Star, the British 1939-45 War Medal, and the South African
WW-2 Service Medal. Fred was the brother in-Law to Retired DC Ben Infuso and a dear friend to many
of the members of our association. He attended many events including our Remembrance Day
Banquet. He will be missed.
Fred was a long-time employee of Penny and Casson, and Monarch Investments. Dad loved his Lord,
worshipping, singing the old hymns, and was always leading us at family gatherings.
In memory of Fred and in place of flowers, donations to the Royal Canadian Legion would be
appreciated by the family. Special thanks to the compassionate Personal Support Workers that served
him so faithfully. Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions, his events are By Invitation Only!
Lgr Fred Daniels, based in Canada, has been a member of the Cape Town Branch since 2015.
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DURBAN BRANCH
Lgr Johann Kruger.
PIETERMARITZBURG
Lgr G. P. Brown.
Lgr V. Skingle.
PORT ALFRED
Lgr Trevor Collet.
PORT ELIZABETH BRANCH
Lgr James Fisher.
It is with sorrow that we learnt during April of the passing
to higher service of Lgr. James Fisher at the age of 97
years. James had been brought to our notice by HQ when
we were asked to assist him with his travel arrangements
to attend the 75th Anniversary celebrations of the D-Day
Landings in 1944. This started an all too short period of
comradeship with this WW2 Veteran.
James was a character of note and many were the hour I
spent with him enthralled by his vivid recollections of
battles gone by. He served in the North Atlantic doing
convoy duty and also served on the infamous Arctic
convoys to Russia as an RN Seaman firing the Oerlikon
“Pom Pom”.
His most vivid stories however covered his service on D
Day on a Landing Craft Gun (LCG) not to be confused with
a Landing Craft Ship (LCS). The same design but one carried Assault Troops the other, in James` words,
a lot of Guns and a “hell of a lot of ammunition”. These would close in to within 300m of the shore
before the landings to engage the shore defences eyeball to eyeball so to speak and also to supply
close support after the initial beach landings. In his own understated words “things got quite exciting”.
After D Day he also participated in the assault on Walcheren (Holland) in November 1944. He
explained quite casually that on this occasion the Germans were of a different standard to D Day, they
could actually shoot straight and knew how to handle their guns!
After the war James emigrated to Rhodesia where he worked as a fitter & turner, also finding time to
serve as a reservist in the BSAP. Eventually, he retired to Port Elizabeth.
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We will Remember him.
Medals: Atlantic Star. 1939-45 Star, France Germany Star, Normandy Landing Medal, Legion of
Honour(France).
PRETORIA
Lgr Sammy Moll.
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION
Springbok is the Journal of the South African Legion, ISSN number 2221-9854. It is
compiled by Lgr Charles Ross for the Communication and Liaison Portfolio. Body
text was set in Calibri 11 and headers, Calibri 12 pt.
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Africa
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