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The Official Centenary Emblem of the South African Legion that will be
used during the centenary year.
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FROM THE EDITORS DESK
In less than six months the Legion would hold the 87th Congress
in Cape Town at which the centenary of the Legion will be
commemorated. Planning for the congress is well underway
and it certainly promises to be a very special event. Let us pause
for a moment and look back at the first congress of the British
Empire Ex-service League (South Africa) {BESL(SA)} which took
place in Bloemfontein from 6 to 8 September 1921. This first
congress was attended by representatives from 33 of 41
branches. Some of the delegates spent four to five days on the
train. During the three days of the Congress focussed on issues
such as pensions, relief, unemployment and relations with the
Government. Another prominent topic at this first congress
was the discussion around the Constitution of the BESL(SA) or the League as it became known. The
establishment of coloured and black auxiliaries was also discussed. The Woman’s Auxiliaries were
allowed to attend committee meetings but were not allowed to vote or to hold posts. The payment
of capitation fees by branches to support the Dominion Headquarters in Bloemfontein was
introduced. For administrative purposes, the branches were numbered with the Barkley West Branch
heading the list. The location of the Dominion Headquarters was also discussed with many being of
the opinion that as the majority of the members residing on the Witwatersrand it should be moved to
Johannesburg. At this first congress, Sir Henry Lukin was unanimously elected as the Dominion
President. James WB Somerville was elected as the first
Dominion Secretary.
The period between the first and second congress of
the BESL(SA) was marked by political instability in the
country. These included the Bulhoek (Whittlesea)
incident, labour unrest and the “Revolt on the Rand”
early in 1922. The second congress took place in East
London in August 1922. True to its Constitution of
being apolitical no mention was made of any of the
incidents. Attendance was somewhat disappointing as
only 34 of the 65 branches attended. A further
disappointment was the membership of the League,
5 360 which is only 8% of the potential military
veterans' community. Sir Henry Lukin was re-elected as
the Dominion President. The Constitution was
amended to allow for the election of a Dominion
Chairman, Sir William Campbell. However, the most important decision at this congress was the
approval of the badge for the League. With acknowledgement to “Not for Ourselves, But for Others”
The First Eighty Years of the South African Legion by Arthur Blake.
Branches are reminded to submit their branch history and photos by 30 June for inclusion in the
Centenary Edition of Springbok. Well done to North Coast who has already submitted their history.
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ROYAL COMMONWEALTH EX-SERVICE LEAGUE (RCEL)
Message from the Grand President: General the Lord Richards of
Herstmonceux GCB CBE DSO DL
It was with great sadness that we received the news today of the death
of our Past Grand President, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh
KG KT. I have written on behalf of our Trustees, Council Members,
Member Organisations and Headquarters staff to express our deepest
sympathy to our Patron, Her Majesty The Queen and members of The
Royal Family.
Between 1974 and 2015 we were extremely fortunate to have The
Prince Philip as our Grand President, after he succeeded his beloved uncle The Admiral of the Fleet
The Earl Mountbatten of Burma, who had himself been our Grand President for 27 years.
For over forty years The Prince Philip chaired 2 meetings a year and presided over 10 Triennial
Conferences in different parts of the world. In between these formal commitments, he took the
closest possible interest in our work. He continued to show much interest in the Charity even after his
retirement as our Grand President.
The League was formed in February 1921 at the Empire Conference held in Cape Town and attended
by Earl Haig and General Smuts. The United Kingdom with Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South
Africa are the Founder Members. The object of the League is to ensure that no man or woman who
served the Crown should be without help if in need.
Past and present members of our Family of Nations were all greatly honoured to have the support,
influence and companionship of His Royal Highness for so many years. He will be greatly missed by
all our veterans in Commonwealth countries across the world.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT
General The Lord Richards of Herstmonceux GCB CBE DSO DL
Grand President
Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services League
Haig House
199 Borough High Street
London
SE1 1AA
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Dear Lord Richards,
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It is with consummate sadness that I write to express the heartfelt condolences of the South African
Legion on the passing to Higher Service of our former Grand President, His Royal Highness The Duke
of Edinburgh KG KT.
The Prince Philip was a quintessential Renaissance Man; warrior, artist, philanthropist, and facilitator
of note. The Royal Commonwealth Ex-services League and its constituent members were indeed
fortunate to avail themselves of the support, guidance and influence of His Royal Highness for the
many years he devoted so selflessly to our cause.
The Commonwealth in general and the United Kingdom in particular, are much the poorer for his
passing. A bright light has now been extinguished in this world, but we are certain that it will be
rekindled in the next world. May the dearly departed soul of The Prince Philip find eternal solace and
repose in the mansion of Almighty God, whom he served so faithfully throughout his long and
illustrious life.
Our deepest sympathies accompany our Patron, Her Majesty The Queen and members of the Royal
Family in these dark hours of irretrievable loss and dolour.
We will remember Him!

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
SPECIAL CONGRESS
A virtual Special Congress took place on 18 March 2021. The Special Congress approved a request
from the National Office Bearers to facilitate the revision of the 2018 Constitution of the South African
Legion. The process will be completed in good time and distributed for principle approval by all before
the 87th Congress of the South African Legion on 16 October 2021 where the revised Constitution will
formally be approved.
NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS
A virtual meeting took place on 23
March 2021. At the meeting, a subcommittee comprising of Lgr’ s
Charles Ross, Rees Davies, Riana
Venter Van Zyl and Enrique Forbes
was appointed to facilitate the
possible revision of the 2018
Constitution of the South African
Legion. Branches have already
been requested to submit any
proposed amendments to the 2018
Members attending the National Office Bearers meeting on 17
Constitution.
April 2021.
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Centenary tie.

A meeting of the National Office Bearers took place at the National
Headquarters on Saturday 17 April 2021. The focus of the meeting
was to finalise the arrangements for the 87th Congress of the South
African Legion. This included the confirmation that the Congress
will take place in Cape Town over the weekend of 15 to 17 October
2021. The main event will take place in the Castle of Good Hope
on Saturday 16 October with a Remembrance Service at Rosedale
on Sunday 17 October. More detail with regards to the number of
delegates per branch, accommodation, costs per members
attending, dress code, submission of awards and memorabilia that
will be available will be communicated shortly.

REGIONAL NEWS
The Annual General Meeting of the region took place on Saturday 17 April 2021 at the Fairmount
Bowling Club. At the meeting, the various branches that form part of the region gave feedback on
their activities over the year. The following office bearers were elected at the meeting, Lgr Rees Davies
as Chairman, Lgr Arthur Khosa as Vice Chairman and as Secretary, Rina Esterhuizen.

BRANCH NEWS
CAPE TOWN
After a couple of postponements, legionnaires were eventually able to attend the 99th AGM of the
Cape Town branch of the SA Legion, held under lockdown restrictions and respecting all protocols.
The ensuing committee is Ray Nesset (chair), Peter Muirhead (vice-chair), Johan Johnson (honorary
treasurer), Peter Napier (welfare) (Claudio Chistie (discipline & ceremonial), Pierre Fourie (fundraising), Willem Millar (facilities maintenance), Tim Reilly (Rosedale and Service Centre representative)
and David Holmes (secretary).
ROSEDALE GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
A small but very appreciative group of residents were treated to a Service at Rosedale on Good Friday
when members of the Cape Welsh Choir led them in song, including “How Great Thou Art”. The Bible
reading (Mark 15: 16-42) was delivered by Rev Brian Wood. At all times respecting social distancing,
guests enjoyed tea/coffee and hot cross buns afterwards. Accompanied by music teacher Mrs Helen
Broekman, Darryl du Toit’s rendition of “You raise me up!” was complemented by the 11-man choir
joining in the chorus. Stirring stuff indeed.
LGR SYD IRELAND.
Lgr Ireland, a resident of Rosedale, celebrated his 100th birthday on 9 March 2021. Lgr Ireland received
a special certificate from the Royal Commonwealth Ex-service League. The following tribute to Lgr
Ireland appeared in the March 2021l edition of “Jimmy’s Own”:

7

CAPE TOWN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT ROSEDALE
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This issue has been devoted entirely to Sgt (Uncle) Syd Ireland, our oldest member who,
as far known, is the last surviving Signaller in South Africa who fought during World
War II.
Cape Town Signals and our association originates from a tradition set by these WWII
comrades. We are so much indebted to these fine gentlemen and today we are so proud
and fortunate to celebrate their dedication to the SA Corps of Signals and the whole of
South Africa by wishing uncle Syd a very happy 100th birthday.
This issue contains a message from the Executive Mayor of Cape Town Mr Dan Plato,
our entire Management Committee and single members of our beloved organisation.
Thanks must go to uncle Syd's daughter Barbara Rous who contributed greatly by
providing wartime and family photographs of her dad. Without her contribution, this
issue would most certainly not have been 'complete' in covering Syd's family and
military lives.
A huge thank you must also go to our publisher Matt Tennyson who worked until
after midnight last night in getting all the photographs sorted and matched. Thanks,
Matt. Without your contribution, this publication would not have seen the light.
I hope and trust that all our readers will rejoice and celebrate uncle Syd's life by
reading and saving this particular publication.
Should anyone like to wish Syd Ireland best wishes you may do so by emailing me and
I will ensure that he receives it when I attend a small family celebration on the 14th of
this month.
Certa Cito (Signals) greetings.
DURBAN
VEGETABLE PROJECT
Due to the growing need for food, caused in part by the current pandemic and the global financial
situation the SA Legion Durban Branch decided to be proactive and start a vegetable garden to provide
much-needed nutrition to those who need assistance in sustaining themselves. The project is being
undertaken with the kind assistance of the Butterfly Promotions Community Project, which brought
skills and experience to the project. The initial project has been undertaken by three of the tenants
in B.E.S.L. Court, who received information and guidance from Butterfly Promotions Community
Project. We look forward to growing this project with the assistance of various organisations.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS LGR SYD IRELAND
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INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE
The South African Legion Durban Branch in conjunction with Ukuphila Okuthinta recently decided to
invest in the youth of South Africa (the future). As with many charitable organisations, those
organisations tasked with caring for the most vulnerable members of our country have been hard hit
by the pandemic in which we are living. For this reason, these two organisations got together to
extend a helping hand to three such organisations, by donating soup powder to Ethelbert Child &
Youth Care Centre, Malvern Child & Youth Care Centre and Helping Hands (Helpende Hande). This
was done to ensure that much-needed funds can be freed for other important projects, whilst not
neglecting the basic needs of the youth.
NOT FOR OURSELVES, BUT FOR OTHERS
The South African Legion Durban Branch in conjunction with Ukuphila Okuthinta recently decided to
live up to the SA Legion’s motto, which is “Not For Ourselves, But For Others. As with many charitable
organisations, those organisations tasked with caring for persons in need of aid have been hard hit by
the pandemic in which we are living. For this reason, these two organisations got together to extend
a helping hand to Open Door Crisis Centre, by donating soup powder to them. This was done to ensure
that much-needed funds can be freed for other important projects, whilst not neglecting the basic
needs of the community.
KIMBERLEY
The branch continues to function remotely with the Secretary available by e-mail for assistance.
NORTH COAST
The branch met at the Natal Mounted Rifles complex on Saturday 27 February. During the meeting,
several new members were inducted and received their membership certificates. Some visitors were
also in attendance. The formal meeting was followed by a social.
PORT ELIZABETH
The Annual General Meeting of the branch took place on 26 April 2021.
PRETORIA
The Executive Committee of the branch met on Monday 19 April 2021 to discuss the way forward for
the rest of the year. While the SS Mendi memorial service was initially postponed to April, it was
decided to cancel the service for this year. The branch is now preparing for its Annual General Meeting
which is scheduled to take place on 22 May at the MOTH Evenden House. Planning for the annual
Battle of Delville Wood scheduled to take place on 12 July has started in conjunction with the Pretoria
Memorial Services Council. One of the challenges for the hosting of this event is the state of Burghers
Park and the safety of the attendees. The branch Welfare Officer, Lgr Bazil Kriel, has updated the
documentation of an RCEL recipient of a grant and the grant will continue.
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DURBAN PROJECTS

14

NORTH COAST BRANCH
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OTHER STORIES
THE LATE HRH PRINCE PHILIP.
Old Charlie and Prince Philip. by Alf Hutchison, Author: “The Sound of Distant Drums” and of “Echoes
of the African Soul”.
I wrote this poem many, many years ago, shortly after Charlie Osborne died, but I think it is time to
tell the full true story of Charlie Osborne, HRH the Queen and Prince Philip. I only tell true stories. The
poem first, then the story.
Emotions stirs deep within the spirit and the soul;
When they hear the pipes and drummer’s roll.
Old Veterans marching at an arthritic pace;
Young Drum-Major twirling his splendid mace.
So proud they are, knowing they were the best,
Campaign medals blazoned on their chest.
Charlie, my dear comrade, was such a Vet;
The most amazing man I have ever met.
Wheelchair bound, not allowed on parade,
Shell shocked, wounded; memories don’t fade.
Remembrance Day, Cape Town, eighty-four,
Charlie and I would settle the score…
As the command came to ‘Forward March”
I pushed Charlie past ranks of ‘faded starch’.
Charlie beamed like some prized Cheshire cat.
He was the star attraction, no doubt about that.
Following the banner-bearers and the band.
Acknowledging the crowd with saluted hand.
Despite the protests from the old Veterans' side,
We pushed Charlie on parades until the day he died.
Charlie and I once met the Queen on parade,
Philip admiring Charlie’s medals and his braid.
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May God bless you, Charlie, where e’er you may be;
For you were a dear friend, and a blessing to me.
I was a member of Tommy Rendell VC MOTH Shellhole in Cape Town. Charlie Osborne was a WW2
vet and, although many years my senior, we became good mates. Charlie was wheelchair-bound, and
in those days was not permitted in the parades on remembrance days…. Well, we were going to put
a stop to that, weren’t we?
November 11th Remembrance Day parade, we fell in close to the railway station, ready to march to
the Cenotaph which was in Adderly Street, Cape Town.
“Where do you think you are going with the wheelchair” came a loud booming voice from someone
who obviously was in charge of the parade.“I’m taking Charlie on parade”, I answered.
“Not on my f%#@ing parade you are not… Remove yourself!!” I removed myself and Charlie from the
ranks of old Vets and moved to their right flank. Charlie was devastated; he probably had more right
to be there than most.
“Parade…. Forward… March!” came the order - and with that, the pipers and drummers began the
grand parade; followed by the flags and banner bearers… and you guessed it, Charlie and I, followed
by the rank and file of Dad’s army. We had done the unthinkable, heinous crime… but, as it turned
out, we were about to make history.
Charlie was ecstatic, we were leading the parade. Like the proverbial Cheshire cat, he smiled broadly,
as only Charlie could; waving to the crowds lining the streets. And they responded to him. So did the
press - the next day we were in every newspaper on the front page. You cannot believe the flack I
took from the MOTH hierarchy, but from that day onward wheelchairs were allowed on parade; which
made a lot of old Vets very happy.
Years passed. It was 1995, the new South Africa, and we were invited to go to the Parade at the
Commonwealth War Graves Memorial service, where HRH the Queen and Prince Philip would be
laying a wreath. The Moths were to be the guard of honour. “Charlie,” I asked, sipping a bitterly cold
Castle in our pub one Friday evening, “Fancy meeting the Queen and Prince Philip?” Charlie’s beaming
smile and a thumbs up from his now shaking hand on the wheelchair arm was all the encouragement
I needed.
The day arrived and we entered Maitland Cemetery, making our way to where we would be the guard
of honour. Since our first breaking of the rules years prior, wheelchairs were now allowed on parade;
but this time only allowed in the rear, out of sight. ‘One step forward, and two steps back; the old
synonym came to mind as Charlie sat in his wheelchair behind Vets standing to attention. He could
see nothing… absolutely nothing. Again things were going to change.
The Queen and Prince Phillip arrived amid much pomp and ceremony. After the wreath-laying
ceremony; with bowed heads, we had one minutes’ silence… and again, you guessed it, one minute
was just enough time to push Charlie in his wheelchair to the front and beside the ‘Front right-hand
marker’; which meant Charlie would be the first to be ‘inspected’.
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I dusted Charlie off, set his beret straight; took all sorts of flack, but it was too late, far too late... the
royal entourage was off the podium and heading straight for us. The Queen very graciously
acknowledged Charlie with her inimitable smile and greeting; as did Prince Phillip. They had swiftly
passed us, continuing to inspect the old Vets.
They were more than halfway along the rank and file of Vets when Prince Phillip did the unthinkable;
he left the Queen to continue and he walked back to Charlie. “That is the Burma Star you have among
your medals?”, Prince Phillip inquired. Yes, sir, it is”, came Charlie’s affirmative very proud answer.
“I don’t see another medal like it here”, confirmed the Prince. “Then you were under my command;
possibly on my ship”.
Prince Philip then broke all normal protocol, bending down he took Charlie’s arthritic hands and
continued chatting to him. He then stood up and looked me in the eye and said, “You will take great
care of him won’t you, young man”. He turned and caught up to the Queen’s entourage.
That gesture of Prince Philip has remained with me all these years. He was one of Britain’s true officers
and indeed a true gentleman. The world is a poorer place for his loss.
Bayete Inkosi!
LEST WE EVER FORGET WHAT THEY DID FOR US.
SOUTH AFRICAN WAR 1899 – 1902 (ANGLO BOER WAR) MEMORIALS
There are several memorials to casualties from the South African War 1899 – 1902 (Anglo Boer War).
One such memorial is Memorial to the Royal Army Medical Corps who died during the Anglo Boer War
1899 – 1902. It is located at the top of Gun Hill, Aldershot, behind the Cambridge Hospital. Another is
the memorial in the Rose Garden of the Zoo in Bloemfontein to the Canadians who died during the
war. There is also an impressive memorial in Canberra, Australia.
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
Here are the answers to the general knowledge quiz published in the February 2021 edition.
1. General Rudolph Hiemstra.
2. 1993.
3. A killick.
4. 5 Reconnaissance Commando. They only became 5 Reconnaissance Regiment after they moved to
Phalaborwa.
5. Swift and sure.
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SOUTH AFRICAN WAR (1899 – 1902) (ANGLO BOER WAR) MEMORIALS

Royal Army Medical Corps memorial at Aldershot
commemorating those who died during the Anglo
Boer War.

Anglo Boer War Memorial
in Canberra, Australia.

Memorial to Canadians in Bloemfontein.
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6. Anthony Beauchamp-Proctor.
7. Maleoskop.
8. 4 May 1978.
9. Cpl Pieter Arnoldus Swanepoel, 2 SAI, HCS, 11 November 1975.
10. Five. George Gristock, John Nettleton, Gerhard Norton, Quentin Smythe, and Edwin Swales.
11. Brixton Ridge in Johannesburg. It was during the Rand Rebellion in 1922.
12. Dad’s Army.
13. The Panther.
14. Avtomat Kalashnikova.
15. Erich ‘Bubi’ Hartmann of the German Luftwaffe with 352 kills.
16. Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, and Sword.
17. Glenn Miller.
18. Zanzibar. They declared war on Britain and then surrendered 38 minutes later.
19. The Rhodesian Light Infantry, or RLI.
20. 332nd Fighter Group (The Tuskegee Airmen).
21. Max Schmeling.
22. The Vatican. The Swiss Guard consists of just 110 men.
23. American actress Jane Fonda.
24. 116 years.
25. It was the largest tank battle ever to take place.
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MEDIA STATEMENT - TO ALL MEDIA - 7 MARCH 2021
DEPUTY PRESIDENT DAVID MABUZA CONVENES PRESIDENTIAL TASK TEAM ON MILITARY VETERANS
Deputy President David Mabuza in his capacity as the chairperson of the Presidential Task Team on
Military Veterans’ benefits convened the Task Team of Ministers comprising of Minister of Defence
and Military Veterans, Ms Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, Acting Minister in the Presidency, Ms
Khumbudzo Ntshavheni and Deputy Minister of Military Veterans, Mr Thabang Makwetla.
The Task Team received reports from the workstreams established to aid in the streamlining of the
work aimed at providing essential support to military veterans. The workstreams are constituted to
focus on the specific grievances raised by military veterans during the consultations held with the Task
Team from November 2020.
-The works teams are as follows:
-Legislative review
-Organisational redesign of the Department of Military Veterans
-Verification, Database Cleansing and Enhancement
-Socio-Economic Support - Pensions and benefits
-Heritage, memorialisation, and burial support
-Communication
The meeting further agreed on the proposed engagements with Premiers from different Provinces by
the Task Team, to engage with Premiers and military veterans on the role of the Offices of the Premier
and on measures to implement the outcomes of the work of the Task Team.
“We would like to assure the public and all military veterans that the Task Team on Military Veterans
is seized with the matters that have been presented to the Task Team by their different formations in
terms of their well-being as well as that of their families. Our military veterans have fought for the
freedom of the country and the defence of its territorial integrity. Therefore, we should as a country
afford them the dignity that is equal to their service. To us, this matter is at the heart of sustained
social cohesion,” said Deputy President Mabuza.
The Task Team will further be submitting memoranda through the Department of Military Veterans
on the proposed amendment of legislation that unintentionally disadvantages some military veterans,
thereby impacting on their socio-economic conditions.
The Department of Military Veterans derives its legislative mandate from the Military Veterans Act 18
of 2011, which requires it to provide national policy and standards on socio-economic support to
military veterans and their dependents, including benefits to help realise a dignified, unified,
empowered, and self-sufficient community of military veterans in South Africa.
The overall work of the task team on military veterans is in line with the Deputy President’s delegated
responsibility of strengthening and promoting social cohesion initiatives to foster nation-building.
Enquiries: Matshepo Seedat on 082 679 9473
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ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
NO GRAVE, BUT THE SEA: HOW THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION
COMMEMORATE THOSE THAT HAVE NO GRAVE, BUT THE SEA – PART ONE
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission was established by Royal Charter on 21 May 1917 with
the aim of the Commission would be responsible for the care and maintenance of all graves of the
Imperial Forces and where there is no known grave the memorials on which they would be
commemorated and to maintain accurate records of all the casualties. The Commission’s work is
guided by the following fundamental principles: Each of the dead should be commemorated by name
on a headstone or where there is no known grave by an inscription on a memorial, Headstones and
memorials should be permanent, Headstones should be uniform and there should be no distinction
made on account of military or civilian rank, race or creed.
While those who died on land and were identified are buried in a grave with a headstone. What about
those who died and could not be found? This includes those who lost their lives at sea. This is not
limited to the sailors and the Merchant Marine but includes airmen and soldiers. For those who died
on land and have no known grave memorials have been erected close to the battlefields where they
died. An example of this is the Thiepval Memorial ant Thiepval in France where 72 334 United
Kingdom and South African casualties from the Battle of the Somme are commemorated. There are
832 South African names on the memorial.
But what about those lost at sea? The Commission decided to divide them into five groups, Members
of Naval Forces, Fleet Air Arm, Members of the Merchant Marine, Airmen and Land Force Members
lost at sea.
NAVAL FORCES
After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of commemorating those members of
the Royal Navy who had no known grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no
permanent memorial could be provided.
An Admiralty committee recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - Chatham,
Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an
obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert
Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of work for the Commission, with
sculpture by Henry Poole.
After the Second World War it was decided that the naval memorials should be extended to provide
space for commemorating the naval dead without graves of that war, but since the three sites were
dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was required for each.
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Chatham Naval Memorial.

Portsmouth Naval Memorial.

Plymouth Naval Memorial.
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CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL
Commemorates the 8 515 sailors who lost their lives during World War 1 and 10 112 sailors who lost
their lives during World War 2 who have no known grave. The Chatham Naval Memorial was unveiled
by the Prince of Wales (the future King Edward VIII) on 26 April 1924. The Extension was unveiled by
the Duke of Edinburgh on 15 October 1952.
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL
Commemorates 9 712 sailors from the First World War and 14 921 sailors from the Second World War
who have no known grave. The Portsmouth Naval Memorial was unveiled by the Duke of York (the
future George VI) on 15 October 1924. The Extension was unveiled by Queen Elizabeth, the Queen
Mother on 29 April 1953.
PLYMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL
Plymouth Naval Memorial commemorates 7,251 sailors of the First World War and 15,933 of the
Second World War. Included in this total is 225 South Africans.
In addition to commemorating seamen of the Royal Navy who sailed from Plymouth, the First World
War panels also bear the names of sailors from Australia and South Africa. The governments of the
other Commonwealth nations chose to commemorate their dead elsewhere, for the most part on
memorials in their home ports. After the Second World War, Canada and New Zealand again chose
commemoration at home, but the memorial at Plymouth commemorates sailors from all other parts
of the Commonwealth.
The Plymouth Naval Memorial was unveiled by HRH Prince George on 29 July 1924. The Extension was
unveiled by HRH Princess Margaret on 20 May 1954. A further unveiling took place on 11 November
1956, when panels 101 to 103 honouring those who died onshore, but who had no known grave, were
unveiled by Admiral Sir Mark Pizey.
VICTORIA CROSSES AND SOUTH AFRICA PART ONE
The Victoria Cross which can be awarded to all members of the Commonwealth
forces, irrespective of rank was first made official in the London Gazette of 05
February 1856 when it was made retrospective to 1854 in order to include the
Crimean conflict.
The first investiture was made by Queen Victoria to 62 recipients on 26 June 1857 in
Hyde Park. It is interesting to note that there two separate ribbons for the Victoria
Cross, the current Crimson for members of the land forces and navy blue for
members of the Royal Navy. This practice ceased in 1923 when the Royal Air Force
was established and from then on only the Crimson ribbon was used.
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Mate (later Rear Admiral) C. D. Lucas of the Royal Navy was the first
to have been awarded the Victoria Cross. On 21st June, 1854 in the
Baltic, HMS Hecla, with two other ships, was bombarding Bomarsund,
a fort in the Aland Islands. The fire was returned from the shore, and
at the height of the action a live shell landed on the Hecla's upper
deck, with its fuse still hissing. All hands were ordered to fling
themselves flat on the deck, but Mr Lucas with great presence of mind
ran forward and hurled the shell into the sea, where it exploded with
a tremendous roar before it hit the water. Thanks to Mr Lucas's action
no one was killed or seriously wounded.
By 2015 1352 Victoria Crosses had been awarded.
According to Ian Uys, a historian of note on Victoria Crosses there appears not to be a complete and
accurate list of South Africans that were awarded the Victoria Cross. In an article titled The Victoria
Cross written for the Military History journal Volume 1 Number 7 - December 1970 edition Uys comes
up with a number of 28. This number is later amended to 26. One of the challenges is always who is a
South African. Should the person have been born in South Africa? What about persons who were not
born in South Africa but lived in South Africa? More about this later.
The first South African to be awarded the
Victoria Cross is Lieutenant J. P. H. Crowe,
78th Regiment {(Seaforth Highlanders)
during the Indian Mutiny in 1857.
Lieutenant Crowe was born in Uitenhage
in 1826 and was originally buried in the
grounds of the MOTH Hall in Uitenhage.
On 24 August 2019 he was re-buried in
the Heroes Acre Jubilee Cemetery in his
birth city of Uitenhage, Eastern Cape.
The first Victoria Cross to be won on South
African soil was awarded to Brevet-Major
H. G. Moore of the 8th Regiment
The grave of Lieutenant J. P. H. Crowe in the grounds of
(Connaught Rangers). Major Moore, born the MOTH Hall in Uitenhage prior to being re-buried.
in Ireland, was seconded to the Frontier
Armed and Mounted Police, a South African Colonial Unit near King Williamstown during the GaikaGaleka war in 1877. For his gallant conduct in risking his own life in endeavoring to save the life of
Private Giese, of the Frontier Armed Mounted Police, on the occasion of the action with the Gaikas
near Komgha, on the 29th December, 1877.
It is reported that when a small body of Mounted Police were forced to retire before overwhelming
numbers of the enemy, Major Moore observed that Private Giese was unable to mount his horse, and
was therefore left at the mercy of the enemy. Perceiving the man’s danger, Major Moore rode back
alone into the midst of the enemy and did not desist in his endeavor to save the man until the latter
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was killed, Major Moore having shot two attackers and received an assegai wound in the arm during
his gallant attempt.
Moore’s award was unpopular with the Frontier Armed and Mounted Police. The force under Moore’s
command had only narrowly escaped defeat on 29 December 1877 and some of the men questioned
whether his account of his gallant act was accurate. There was, however, ill-feeling between the police
and the army. As a result of Moore’s recommendations the Frontier Armed and Mounted police were
subsequently transformed into a regular regiment, the Cape Mounted Riflemen. There is a memorial
plaque at the Anglican Church in Komga.
It needs to be pointed out that this Victoria Cross was only gazetted after those awarded at Rokes
Drift, although it was the first Victoria Cross awarded on South African soil.

OBITUARIES
Atteridgeville
Lgr. Nkhishe Johannes Chaba
Message from the SA Legion National President
" It is with great sadness that we hear of Lgr. Nkhishe Johannes
Chaba's call to Higher Service at the age of 98. Lgr Chaba was a
stalwart member of the Atteridgeville Branch and one of our last
surviving WWII veterans. May his dearly departed soul find eternal
solace and repose in the mansion of Almighty God. Our thoughts
and prayers accompany the Chaba family in these dark hours of
irretrievable loss. We will remember him!"
CAPE TOWN
Lgr H. Farrow.
EAST LONDON
Lgr E. Johnson
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BREATHTAKING WWII COLORIZED PHOTOS LOOK LIKE THEY WERE TAKEN YESTERDAY

A Supermarine Spitfire Vc 'Tropical'
JK707 MX-P serving with 307th
Fighter Squadron, 31st Fighter Group
operated by 12th USAAF. The regular
pilot was 1st.Lt. Carroll A. Prybylo, but
when lost it was flown by Capt. Virgil
Cephus Fields, Jr. (Source - US Navy,
via Library of Congress. Colorized by
Paul Reynolds. Historic Military Photo
Colourisations)

Soviet Air Force officers, Rufina Gasheva (848
night combat missions) and Nataly Meklin
(980 night combat missions) decorated as
'Heroes of the Soviet Union' for their service
with the famed 'Night Witches' unit during
World War II. They stand in front of their
Polikarpov Po-2 biplanes. (Colourisation and
research by Olga Shirnina from Russia)

The crew of Avro Lancaster "C for Charlie" of No. 44
(Rhodesia) Squadron RAF, try to warm themselves in
their Nissen hut quarters at Dunholme Lodge,
Lincolnshire, England, after returning from a raid on
Stuttgart, 2nd of March 1944. (Source - © IWM (CH
12379. Colorized by Paul Edwards)
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Girls working on shell caps in a munitions
factory, somewhere in England. 25th of
May 1940. (Source - Gettys Images Photographer, Paul Popper. Colorized by
John Gulizia from America)

A Finnish Brewster Buffalo 239 fighter (BW352) of (Squadron) Lentolaivue/24 at
Selänpää airfield. 24th June 1941. (Source SA-Kuva. Colorized by Tommi Rossi from
Finland)

Veronica Foster, (b.1922 - d.2000)
popularly known as "Ronnie, the Bren
Gun Girl", was a Canadian icon
representing nearly one million
Canadian women who worked in the
manufacturing plants that produced
munitions and materiel during World
War II. Colorized by Paul Reynolds.
Historic Military Photo Colourisations)
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King George VI and Queen Elizabeth visiting
bomb damaged streets in the East End of
London on the 18th of October 1940.
(Colorized by Doug)

At 2.41am on the morning of 7 May 1945, at Allied
headquarters in Reims, France, Chief-of-Staff of the
German Armed Forces High Command, General
Alfred Jodl, signed the unconditional surrender of
all German forces to the Allies. The West awoke to
the news the following day, with celebrations being
held around the world for the Victory in Europe - VE
Day, 8 May. (Colorized and researched by Benjamin
Thomas from Australia)

Australian soldiers mingle with a
section of the crowd gathered in
Martin Place during the Victory in the
Pacific celebrations, Sydney, 15
August 1945. (Colorized and
researched by Benjamin Thomas from
Australia)
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SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION STRUCTURE
Branches:
• Alexandria
• Atteridgeville
• Benoni
• Bloemfontein
• Botshabelo
• Brakpan
• Cape Canopy
• Cape Town
• Central Wits
• Durban
• East London
• England
• Europe
• Grahamstown

Patron in Chief:
President of the Republic of South Africa
Past Presidents for Life:
• Lgr Jurie Van der Merwe
• Lgr Chris PC de B Venter
Honorary Life Vice Presidents:
• Lgr Jurie van der Merwe
• Lgr Arthur Blake
• Lgr Bazil Kriel
• Lgr Rick Andriès
• Lgr Quentin Gibson
National President: Lgr Brian Klopper.
National V/President: Lgr Brian Smith.
National Treasurer: Lgr George Booth.
National Secretary: Lgr Riana Venter van Zyl.
National Liaison/Membership: Vacant.
National Wellbeing: Lgr Rees Davies.
National Ceremonial/Discipline: Lgr Shaun Booth.
National Communication: Lgr Charles Ross.

SOUTH AFRICAN LEGION,
PO Box 1936, Houghton, 2041
Tel: 010 595 4222
reception@salegion.org
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Regional Chairmen:
• Eastern Cape: Lgr Basil
Dukas.
• Free State: Lgr Jurie Van
Der Merwe.
• Gauteng: Lgr Mark Louw
• Kwa-Zulu Natal: Lgr Rick
Andriés
• UK & Europe: Lgr Cameron
Kinnear

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kagiso-West Rand
Kimberley
King Williams Town
Kroonstad
Lower South Coast
North Coast
Pietermaritzburg
Port Alfred
Port Elizabeth
Pretoria
Rooiplaas
Scotland
Soweto
Strand

