WHAT’S UP
__________________________________________________
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THINKING OF YOU

Whether it is in celebratory style (birthdays and anniversaries) or maybe you’ve
been poorly (sick or even hospitalised), perhaps there’s some consolation in knowing that you’re very much in
our thoughts.
It is with great sorrow that we learned of the passing of Chris Mason on Sunday 10 November and our very
deepest sympathies are extended to his dear wife, Carol, and their respective family and friends.

Welcome

to Jenny Jewell, a long-standing member and friend of ours, who is in the process of moving

into 406R.

On Thursday 10 October the Cape Town branch of the SA Legion held its 99th AGM and the diningroom/lounge was filled with members interested in hearing the results of the past year and exco’s plans for the
future.
The newly appointed committee is composed of:
Back row
Johan Johnson
Robbie Roberts
Tim Reilly
Peter Muirhead
Peter Napier
Seated
Stephen Leibbrandt
Ray Nesset
not in picture/absent
William Millar
Pierre Fourie
Claudio Chiste

Treasurer
Vice Chairman
Residents’ representative
Ceremonial & Discipline
Welfare
RSCC representative
Chairman
Maintenance
PR and Fund-raising
Co-opted, Fund-raising

A few days earlier the Legion welcomed Liesel Durr as
bookkeeper and here she is with David Holmes, Steve Heiberg
and Johan Johnson. We extend a warm welcome to her.

At the closure of the formalities the audience gathered to enjoy a cuppa or a glassa (below left) and to discuss
the events of the afternoon with their colleagues.

Sue Bailey chats to Iris & Kevin Newton

Under the leadership of Stephen Leibbrandt, 14 dedicated and enthusiastic songsters, ably accompanied on
the keyboards by Bronwen Leith, entertained us with their Gospel-singing repertoire on Friday 25
October, after which the audience repaired to the Recreation Room to enjoy a choice of 4 different soups
and fresh rolls. There was no charge for this event, but thanks to the generosity of the guests the honesty jar
generated a very respectable R600-plus.

Stephen welcomes everyone & opens the proceedings

Tim Reilly asks the audience to bow their head in prayer

Tim Evans explains the origin of the hymn ‘Because He Lives’ →

Peter reads from the Scriptures

Veronica Trollip treated us to a delightfully humorous and descriptive poem
entitled ‘Betty’s Cow’

←

A solo by Ralph Kelly of the 3rd verse of ‘There Shall be Showers of
Blessing’. Carol Venter and Lilian Primo performed a duet of the 2nd
verse of ‘Great is Thy Faithfulness’

16-year-old Isaac van der Merwe entertains us with
his own composition entitled ‘Song Without Words

Kristin Leith performs Stamitz’s ‘Rondo in D Major’ on the viola

With 4 soups (potato & leek, red bell pepper & tomato, butternut & thick chicken veg) to choose from is it any
wonder the room was filled with smiles – and full tummies!

No sooner done and dusted than the singers will now gather weekly to practice their songs for the Christmas
Carol Concert on Saturday 14 December at 17:30 for 18:00. Afterwards boerie / frankfurter rolls will
be on sale in the Wreck Room at R25,00 each and the bar will then be open. Here’s an opportunity to invite
your family members and friends to participate in this annual event and to join the choir in singing our hearts
out in celebrating this precious time of the year. Details to follow.
Rather than hold another fete, it has been mooted that we hold 2 if not 3 rummage sales annually with the
first being planned for Saturday 29 February 2020. Readers, start setting aside those old utensils you no
longer use, dated clothing that possibly no longer fits and granny’s nick-knacks that no longer hold appeal. We
are endeavouring to get the use of one of the flats in which to store your donations and then we’ll allocate a
day and time when you can drop off your goods. We’ll keep you informed.

CHITTER CHATTER
You Light Up My Life was a 1977 ballad best performed by Debbie Boone, daughter
of crooner Pat Boone but, in the case of Rosedale, it could well have been entitled
Taking a Dim View of Things. Why do I say that? Because we now have four beautiful
5-lamp chandeliers prettifying our lounge and dining-room. These operate on a
dimmer system so no more do we have to sit rabbit-eyed under the spotlight or fumble
for our food in the dark.
The bright idea of muted lighting can be attributed to Del Davies and the outlay a joint
venture between the Villets, who made a very generous contribution towards the cost
of both the lights themselves and the installation, and the Rosedale Service Centre
and management – for which very many thanks. Here owner Maurice Rust of Maurice
Electrical watches technician Proceed Mapfumo install the second of four chandeliers.
Every now and so often it is beholden upon me to highlight the many advantages of becoming a member of
the Rosedale Service Centre – indeed the SA Legion as well - with a view to your encouraging family and
friends to join. So here goes …
WHY BECOME A MEMBER?
There are many benefits to be derived from becoming members of the SA Legion and
Rosedale Service Centre but, most of all, there’s the joy of being part of a network of
like-minded folk and the comfort of knowing they’re there to assist when required. The
aims of the SAL are, inter alia, providing accommodation for indigent ex-servicemen
and assisting veterans in need. Members work to maintain the memory of the fallen
and, in so doing, foster a feeling of comradeship and goodwill and SAL members will
receive preferential entry into Rosedale.
Being part of the RSC network gives one the opportunity to join in the many activities that
take place at Rosedale (e.g. darts, bridge, carpet bowls) as well as preferential rates to
participate in their social events.
And then there’s the dining-room where excellent meals are served weekdays (R29 pp)
and Sundays (R44 pp) - non-member guests R50 pp and R62 pp respectively.
New members joining from October to end March will be charged pro rata at R5 pm.
Application forms are attached and we ask you to try your level best to sign up new members i.e. those who
participate in activities such as darts, bridge and the gym classes are all potential members. Any readers who
do not have email facilities can obtain forms from the RSC office. Let me emphasise that the important issue
here is not only the acquisition of new members, but also their actual participation - something the Department
of Social Services watches very carefully with their grant dependent upon the use of the facilities rather than
simply how many paid-up members there are.
One of the drawbacks facing many members is the lack of transport or inability to drive at night. (This was
highlighted when David’s team undertook to find out why members were tardy in attending events.) So, how’s
about a ‘pick up a buddy’ type system whereby those who are able and capable can offer their services by way
of a lift. A very good thought so, yes, please, thunk!
I thought it appropriate to mention the wonderful work that Beverley Nesbit does for us at no charge whatsoever
by recycling greetings cards which we are then fortunate enough to buy at R3,50 each. I don’t know when
last you bought a Hallmark card, but the price is enough to give one an anaphylactic shock. By copy of this
newsletter would Ivo Hensberg kindly pass onto Beverley our sincere thanks and good wishes for the season.

Days of our Lives
The first Saturday in November has been declared by the SA Government as National Children’s Day and
this year will fall on the 2nd. There’s so much I could write about an event of this nature, but the submission via
Pierre Fourie from friend Paul Grove neatly says it all:
A grade one teacher collected well known proverbs. She gave each child in her class the first
half of a proverb and asked them to complete it. This is what her 6-year-olds came up with:
Strike while the … insect is close
Never underestimate the power of … ants
Don't bite the hand that … looks dirty
Better to be safe than … punch a grade 7 boy
If you lie down with dogs, you'll … stink in the morning
It's always darkest before … Daylight-Saving Time
You can lead a horse to water but … how?
A miss is as good as a … Mr
You can't teach an old dog new … maths
The pen is mightier than the … pigs
An idle mind is … the best way to relax
Where there's smoke there's … pollution
Happy the bride who … gets all the presents
A penny saved is … not much
Two's company, three's … the Musketeers
Don't put off till tomorrow what … you put on to go to bed
Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry and … you have to blow your nose
There are none so blind as … Stevie Wonder
Children should be seen and not … smacked or grounded
If at first you don't succeed … get new batteries
And the favourite:
Better late than … pregnant!

Remembrance Day – also known as Armistice or Poppy Day - falls on Monday 11 November this year. It
marks the ending of World War One, which occurred on the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918. Once again
stalwart members of the SA Legion, residents of Rosedale and RSC members will give up their morning on
the previous Saturday and stand with their tins trying to encourage the public to give generously.
Much has been written by me in previous newsletters and so as not to repeat myself, I have decided to include
a thought-provoking poem written by A Lawrence Vaincourt © 1987. It is quite long, but I’m sure you’ll agree,
pertinent to the subject on hand:
JUST A COMMON SOLDIER
He was getting old and paunchy and his hair was falling fast,
And he sat around the Legion, telling stories of the past.
Of a war that he had fought in and the deeds that he had done,
In his exploits with his buddies; they were heroes, every one.
And tho’ sometimes to his neighbours, his tales became a joke,
All his Legion buddies listened, for they whereof he spoke.
But we’ll hear his tales no longer for old Bill has passed away,
And the world’s a little poorer, for a soldier died today.
He will not be mourned by many, just his children and his wife,
For he lived an ordinary and quite uneventful life.
Held a job and raised a family, quietly going his own way,
And the world won’t note his passing, though a soldier died today.
When politicians leave this earth, their bodies lie in state,
While thousands note their passing and proclaim that they were great.
Papers tell their whole life stories, from the time that they were young,
But the passing of a solider goes unnoticed and unsung.
Is the greatest contribution to the welfare of our land
A guy who breaks his promises and cons his fellow man?
Or the ordinary fellow who, in times of war and strife,
Goes off to service his Country and offers up his life?

A politician’s stipend and the style in which he lives
Are sometimes disproportionate to the service that he gives.
While the ordinary soldier, who offered up his all,
Is paid off with a medal and, perhaps, a pension small.
It’s so easy to forget them for it was so long ago,
That the old Bills of our Country went to battle, but we know
It was not the politicians, with their compromise and ploys,
Who won for us the freedom that our Country now enjoys.
Should you find yourself in danger, with your enemies at hand,
Would you want a politician with his ever-shifting stand?
Or would you prefer a soldier, who has sworn to defend
His home, his kin and Country and would fight until the end?
He was just a common soldier and his ranks are growing thin,
But his presence should remind us we may need his like again.
For when countries are in conflict, then we find the soldier’s part
Is to clean up all the troubles that the politicians start.
If we cannot do him honour while he’s here to hear the praise,
The at least let’s give him homage and the ending of his days.
Perhaps just a simple headline in a paper that would say
Our Country is in mourning, for a soldier died today.

POPPY DAY WITH A DIFFERENCE
According to the Royal British Legion’s updated website, the red poppy will commemorate terror and civilian
victims of war: ‘Remembrance Day will not only pay tribute to fallen British and allied armed forces but will be
inclusive of ‘all modern Britain’; in other words, ‘to the armed forces community specifically, but not exclusively,
and acknowledges the wider impact of conflict’. Seems that while their main focus is still the Armed Forces,
they feel that it is important to acknowledge the sacrifice of civilians. This has not gone down well as these
comments will tell, ‘No no no. The poppy is a symbol of those brave men and women that offered their lives
for others. Start a new remembrance for victims of terrorism but leave the poppy as it is’ and ‘The Poppy is to
remember our Fallen – and ONLY for them’. What say the readers?
Catalina Bateman, now 96, has rediscovered a red material Remembrance
poppy with the Earl Haig stud in the middle that she was given to wear at a
fancy-dress party in Chile in 1927 aged four. As Mailonline reported, ‘The first
poppies were made in 1921 after a French woman, Anna Guérin, who, when
she met Earl Haig, founder of the Royal British Legion, persuaded him to
adopt the poppy as an emblem for the Legion in the UK.’ As we know, the red
poppy has endured for almost 100 years as a symbol of both Remembrance
and hope for a peaceful future.

Till next time – keep smiling

The Rosedale Service Centre Committee
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the SA Legion or Rosedale Service Centre and/or its members.
Ideas for future articles can be relayed to Lucille Byrnes flat 211 Rosedale tel. 021-6854375 / 083 558 4900 email lucillebyrnes@gmail.com

